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HOLY DISRUPTIONS  

 

The Gospel reading for January 8 has stayed with me.  It was Mark’s version of the 

miracle of the multiplication of loaves and fishes (Mark 6:30—44).  Though there are 

many insights that can come out of this familiar story, as I relate the Gospel to life at 

All Souls this new year, I notice especially a theme of disruption.    

 

The story begins with Jesus being tired.  He says to the apostles—probably just a few—

“Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.”  But Jesus’s plans 

for a retreat and some down time are disrupted when crowds of people begin to 

follow.  Time for prayer gives way to more preaching, and even more people arrive.  

Just as Jesus must have been hitting his stride, there’s another disruption.  A disciple 

notices that the people are hungry, so suggests to Jesus they either take a break and 

send people away, or find some food.  Jesus gives the disciple the somewhat impatient 

response, “You give them something to eat.”  John’s version of the story then says that 

Andrew is the apostle who finds a boy.  And the boy has five loaves and two fish.  

Whatever plans the boy might have had for a quiet picnic are disrupted as the disciple 

introduces the boy to Jesus, a miracle is made, and thousands are fed.   

 

The way Mark tells the story, it seems as though no one (except for Jesus, perhaps) 

woke up that day knowing exactly what the day might bring.  It was filled with 

interruptions, challenges, and surprises.  Things did not appear to go by plan. But God 

was there in the midst of it all.  As people come together in their need (for nourishment 

of the body and nourishment of the soul), sharing their humanity, God meets them in 

his divinity.  The people of faith receive not only what they need but also receive gifts 

they didn’t even know they had desired.   

 

At All Souls, our bathrooms are not yet complete.  Part of our front yard is a muddy 

mess.  And we’re only doing the preliminary work to what will surely be a year of 

disruptions.  Our prayer, our peace, our space, our routines—all will be challenged, 

but through faith and help from one another, Christ will be in the midst of us. His 

presence has the potential to make the disruptions holy—strengthening, feeding, 

nourishing, and making miracles.   John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . New to All Souls? Please join us for an informal Newcomers 

Reception this afternoon, Sunday, January 12, from 4 to 6 p.m. in the Undercroft to 

learn more about being a part of our parish family . . . 2014 liturgical calendars, titled 

“Churchman’s Ordo Kalendar,” can be picked up in the Undercroft . . . A new parish 

directory is now available in the Undercroft . . . Attendance last Sunday at the 8:30 a.m. 

Mass: 27; at the 11 a.m. Mass: 104 . . . Pledges totaled: $7,625; Plate: $776; online giving 

for the past week: $3,485. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Jim Leanderson, Sandra Mabon, Hoyt Dunn, Jennie 

R., Walter G. Acham; Jim and Dotty Wallace, Sharon Brigner, Phyllis Levin, Byron 

Daudelin, Lupe Romero, Ernestine Williams, Reina, Claire Swain, Terry and Ron Horn, 

Judith Esmay & Robert Strauss, Boris Zlatich, Betty Sheehan, Claretta Prescott, Debra 

Beaupre, Lauren V. Galicia, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Mary Kay Morris, David 

MacDonald, Pamela Smith, Tami Andrus, Laurie Nicoli, Caroline Kopczynski, Mark 

Turner, Richard Haddad, Julia Gutierrez, Ryan Edmonds, Stephen Hoffman, Vivian 

Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Kelly Maurer, Noah MacMillan, Lisa 

Chimera, Lee Tidball, Peter Laugesen, David Hoffman, Bill Lambert, Bich Hoang, 

Louise Tesar, Marty Plissner, Paul Carter, John Gleason, Chris Spangler, Marilee 

Asher, Stewart Brooks Jordan, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, 

Jim Morrison, Doug Gold, Bob Colborn, Clare, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana 

Hernandez, B. J. Warren, Walter Hollis, Elizabeth McKee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, 

Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, and Chip Meyers.  Pray also for members of the 

parish in Foreign Service and those overseas, especially Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, 

Michael Pate, and our armed forces on active duty.  

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Flowers on the main altar are given by Ike Brannon to the glory 

of God and in memory of the life of Melissa Brannon . . . There are still plenty of dates 

available to reserve flowers for 2014. Contact the parish office to see if the date you 

want is available and arrange payment, or request your date online at 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form13737.htm.  

 

MONKS, NUN, FRIARS & FRIENDS: THE MONASTIC TRADITION AND THE EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH . . . Today we begin our series on monasticism at 10 a.m. in the undercroft. 

This Sunday, January 12:  Desert Beginnings through the Middle Ages, led by Father 

Beddingfield.  January 19:  The Dissolution of the Monasteries through the Modern 

Day led by Sister Elena Thompson, OPA. January 26: The Franciscan Tradition, Then 

and Now, led by Brother Clark Berge, Minister General, The Society of St. Francis, the 

Anglican Franciscan order, who will also preach at the 11 a.m. Mass.  

 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form13737.htm


GRANT FROM THE MARPAT FOUNDATION . . . All Souls has received a grant for $9,000 

from the MARPAT  Foundation to restore three of our stained glass windows:  the two 

windows adjacent to the altar—Jesus with the Scholars and Resurrection—and the 

Nativity Window in the nave.  Heavy grates and screens on the windows by the altar 

will be replaced with glass protective covers and the wood frames will be restored.  As 

a result, not only will those windows be properly preserved, but they will also become 

much brighter.  The frame of the Nativity Window is badly deteriorated—it will be 

completely restored. 

 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE  . . . We ended our formal stewardship campaign in November. 

Please submit any remaining pledge cards as soon as possible, either on paper (cards 

are available in the back of the church, the parish office, and the undercroft) or online 

at http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form13139.htm.  Pledges to the 2014 operating budget of 

All Souls as of January 9: 147 pledges, total $482,182 (of our goal of $539,398).  

 

HELPING THE HUNGRY . . . Please bring canned goods or boxed foods such as rice, 

beans, cereal, and pasta.  Our Food Bank has had a very successful past through the 

volunteer efforts of Tom Mabon.  Your new Food Bank coordinators are David Cooper 

(davidncooper@verizon.net) and Bob Long (boblongmail@aol.com).  Let us know if 

you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns.  Please drop off food items in the 

bins located at the church vestibule entry. 

 

CONNECTING AT ALL SOULS: GARDEN GUILD . . . A good option for meeting people at 

All Souls is to join the Garden Guild for work in our gardens, which we typically do 

once or twice a month.  Contact Terry Adlhock (tadlhock@aol.com).   

 

RESTROOM RENOVATION UPDATE . . . The four restrooms in the education wing are 

open and operable, even though mirrors and new lighting fixtures are on order . . . 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE . . . We continue to await results from the city so that we might 

receive permits to proceed with construction.  

  

ENDOWMENT GRANT REQUESTS FOR 2014 . . . Applications for grants from the All Souls 

Endowment Fund are available from the parish office or on the parish website. Grant 

requests are due in the office by January 24, 2014. Grants may be made in ministry, 

mission, or for capital improvements. Because a large portion of the Endowment Fund 

is being used as collateral for the construction loan for the accessibility project, the 

funds available for grants this year will be much smaller than in previous years. If 

there are any questions please be in touch with Pat Dresser or Mike McGee. Pat 

Dresser, Endowment Board Chairman 



JANUARY 12, 2014:  THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

Today 

 

 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;  

Child care provided; Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass; 

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; Adult Forum, undercroft, 10 a.m.;  

A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m.; Newcomers’ Reception, undercroft, 4 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m.;  

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.  

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday No Farmer’s Market Until May 2014 

Liturgical ministers for the First Sunday after the Epiphany 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill;  

11:00 a.m. CR1- Melissa Meyers,  T1- Will Coley, T2- Mark Porter, Book- 

Heidi Rasciner, CR2- Tyler Doherty, TR- Barry Huber 

Bell Guild: Jane Holloway, Heidi Rasciner 

Greeters: Nathan Merrells, Dave Lenox, Sharon Nuskey Ford 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Jerry Fath, (NT) Peter Laugesen, (PP) Scott Yeomans 

 11 a.m. (OT) Larry Sturgeon, (NT) Terry Adlhock, (PP) Josie Martin 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand, Clark Ball, Terry O’Bryan 

 11 a.m. Tracy Self, Dick Self, Lee Davis, Butch Bradburn 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: Jamie Finch and David Dawson 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. 

Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music;  

Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


