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HOW SMALL CONTRIBUTIONS MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE  

 

After reading Jeff Wells’ message about the current state of the All Souls budget and 

finances for 2016, I asked Jeff if I could share a few thoughts with you about filling the 

gap.  From my days down in Charlottesville in the 1970s when I was asked to talk to 

students about giving at my university church, I have preached how small dollars 

from many can add up to big dollars for the parish.  

 

A few months ago, I had to remind myself of that lesson when I contemplated whether 

to increase my pledge by $25 or $50 per month for 2016.  I’m thinking, $300 or $600 is 

not going to make much of a difference in a $500,000 budget, but my thinking was way 

too narrow.  In our current situation, if 100 people increased their pledge just $25 per 

month we would have $30,000 and the problem is solved!  That’s about the cost of a 

quick lunch once a week.  Or perhaps you can get by with one less glass of wine per 

week? 

 

Maybe you’ve already increased your pledge as I have and you don’t really want to 

make a larger continuing commitment.  I get that.  On Sunday, Jeff reported that after 

reading his message someone emailed to say they were going to write a check for 

$1,000 and put it in the plate, someone else contacted Jeff to say they were now going 

to pledge, and still someone else caught him at coffee hour and said they would add an 

extra thousand dollars.  In two months I will have paid off my capital campaign pledge 

(finally) and I sit here wondering as I write this, why can’t I write three checks instead 

of two, and join the $1,000 donor in helping to fill the gap?  You may be thinking I 

can’t give that kind of money.  Whether you are pledging for the first time or ready to 

increase your pledge, think big picture and know that together our giving can make 

the difference.   
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Now, while it is fresh in your mind, take a moment to call or write to Jeff — 

overwhelm his voicemail (202-746-0120) or email inbox (senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org) 

and tell him how much you can help with the All Souls version of the miracle of the 

loaves and fishes, where there was not enough to go around, but in the end there was 

plenty for everyone with a little left over.    Greg DuRoss 

 

AROUND THE PARISH . . . Our parish administrator, Mary Beth, will be away the week 

of January 25 to 29. During that time, the parish office will be staffed by a parishioner 

between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. . . . Attendance last Sunday, January 10 at  

8:30 a.m.: 25, at 11 a.m.: 115 . . . Pledge offerings: $4,264; Plate: $682; online giving: 

$1,408.  

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Ed Able, Nancy Aherne, Ralph Braun, Margaret 

Child, Joe Crowe, Wm. H. N. Ellis, Jr., Tom Farnum and Naomi Morales, Bruce Foster, 

Julia Gutierrez, Martha Holdgate,  Gloria Hudson, Fred Jordan, Corky Kennedy, Kim 

Kitchens, Clint Maish, Gertrude Martin, Chip Meyers, The Rt. Rev. James W. 

Montgomery, Susan Morrison, Sharon Oates, Jay Robbins, Joe Threadgill, Landis 

Vance, and Merriam Woodhouse. Pray also for those in Foreign Service & overseas, 

especially Scott Cecil and Chuck Hunter, & our armed forces on active duty. . . Contact 

the parish office to add names to the prayer list. Names stay on our prayer list for one month, 

unless the person submitting the name contacts the parish office to request continued prayers.   

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers on the main altar today are given by Kathy Ruffing 

to the glory of God, in memory of Marianne Ruffing and Adam Roessler, and in honor 

of Jason Horner and Adalyn Horner, all of whom mark birthdays in January.  

 

DEEPENING OUR SPIRITUAL IMAGINATION THROUGH POETRY . . . Father Martin Smith 

will lead three Sunday forums exploring the way poetry can kindle our imaginations 

and stimulate us to pray: January 17, 24, & 31 at 10 a.m. in the undercroft. Join us for 

any or all of these discussions. Invite a friend!  

 

WANTED:  ALL SOULS CHURCH’S  ANSWER TO MARK ZUCKERBERG . . . As we up our 

game on social media, we need a small team of “in the know” types who can help us 

develop an integrated social media presence using Facebook, youTube,  Instagram, 

and other  platforms for getting our message out.  We’ve got some great talent already, 

but we need to augment that with a few more team members. This is a great way to get 

involved in the life of All Souls in an important way.  Contact Greg Lebel at 

lebelgreg@gmail.com. 
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CELEBRATING ABSALOM JONES  . . . The Rt. Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop of 

Washington, invites you to a festival eucharist on Sunday, February 7 at 3 p.m. at the 

National Cathedral to celebrate Absalom Jones, the first African American to be 

ordained in the Episcopal Church.  Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will preach and 

the offering will benefit the Bishop John T. Walker School, which offers tuition-free 

education for boys in southeast Washington, D.C.  Walker was the first African 

American Bishop of Washington and the first African American student at Virginia 

Theological Seminary.  All Souls congregants attending will process with our banner 

along with other congregations — more details coming. 

 

ENDOWMENT GRANT APPLICATIONS . . . Applications for grants from the All Souls 

Endowment Board are available from the parish office or at allsoulsdc.org/endowment. 

Grant requests are due in the office by next Sunday, January 24. Grants may be made 

for ministry, mission, or capital improvements. The outreach programs traditionally 

supported by the Endowment Board include housing, hunger, education, and the 

environment. If there are any questions, please contact Jim Lewis, Chairman. 

 

WOMEN OF ALL SOULS . . . The All Souls Women’s Group will meet next Tuesday, 

January 19 at 6:30 p.m. Please bring your own brown-bag supper. We will meet in the 

rector’s office. Our agenda: dinner, fellowship, lectio divina, and a discussion of Joan 

Chichester’s Following the Path, chapters 11-15.  A hearty welcome to all newcomers! 

Contact the Rev. Elizabeth Orens (eorensnoel@earthlink.net) with questions. 

 

EPISCOPAL MEN’S FELLOWSHIP . . . The Episcopal Men's Fellowship has its next meeting 

on Thursday, January 28 in the Undercroft. Mike Bray will be speaking about 

contagious viruses and whether we should be worried about Ebola ever infecting the 

populace of Washington, D.C. The social hour will begin at 7 p.m. with a home-cooked 

meal served at 7:45 p.m. for the low price of $15. Sign up either on the list in the 

undercroft or by email to Ike Brannon at chiefdeputyusher@gmail.com. 

 

SERVING ALL SOULS . . . Serving All Souls is a team of All Souls parishioners who focus 

on how we as a parish can support specific service opportunities including Christ 

House, Transitional Housing Corporation, Cleveland and Woodley Park Village, The 

Heifer Fund, and feeding the hungry.  We will meet Saturday, January 23 at 9:30 a.m. 

in the Conference Room (the Woodley Park door to the Administration Building will 

be open) to plan activities for the rest of the year and to review our progress on service 

opportunities.  For questions, contact Dale Lewis (DALEALEWIS@aol.com). 
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JANUARY 17, 2016:  THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;  

Child care provided;  Breakfast following 8:30 a.m. Mass;  

Coffee Hour following 11 a.m. Mass; Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.;  

Search Cmte. Meeting, conf. room, 1 p.m.; A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Mtg., conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 8 p.m. 

Tuesday Women of All Souls, rector’s office, 6:30 p.m.;  

D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass w/Healing Rite, 12 p.m.;  

Prayer Group, Mary Chapel, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Genesis (Diocesan Group), undercroft, 10:30 a.m.; Vestry Meeting, conf. 

room, 6:30 p.m.; Capital Hearings Rehearsal, choir room, 7 p.m. 

Friday A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Holy Trinity Men’s Group, undercroft & kitchen, 7 a.m.;  

Serving All Souls, conference room, 9 a.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

Acolytes: 11 a.m. (CR1) Jamie Finch,  (T1) Melissa Meyers, (T2) Ellie Martin,  

(Book) Barry Huber, (CR2) Heidi Rasciner, (TR) Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Kevin LeGrand, Ford Chinworth 

Greeters: Steve Merrill, Ben Chia 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Nancy Aherne, (NT) Marko Zlatich, (PP) Charlie Boone;  

11 a.m. (OT) Jim Solomon, (NT) Harry Feeley, (PP) Katherine Nordal 

Ushers: Vicki Drell, Al Muller, Bill Miller 

Breakfast: TBD 

Coffee Hour: Jim Lewis 

 

 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. Virginia Brown-Nolan, interim rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, The Rev. Cameron Soulis, The Rev. 

Elena Thompson, OPA, The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistants; Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, 

director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org;  

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org; senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

To receive this by email, sign up at 

http://allsoulsdclists.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update_allsoulsdclists.org 

 

 
 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


