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CONVERSION WITH ST. PAUL 

 

Some years ago there was an article in a theological journal noting the different ways 

in which Protestants and Catholics imagine the conversion of St. Paul the Apostle.  

January 25 is the day the Church remembers this famous conversion, which added a 

whole new direction to the early followers of Jesus. When asked to describe Paul’s 

vision of Jesus and the conversion that followed, (Acts 26:9-21), Catholics would tend 

to mention Paul’s falling from a horse.  Protestants, on the other hand, never 

mentioned a horse.  The person doing the study dug deeper and realized that 

Protestants tended to be more familiar with the actual scriptures, which simply 

mention Paul “falling to the ground.”  Catholics, on the other hand, were acquainted 

with the story partly through art history and had seen paintings depicting Paul’s 

conversion.  For painters such as Peter Paul Rubens and others, the horse was a major 

character in the story and one not easily forgotten.   

 

The study of different ways of remembering scripture based on experience is 

fascinating in and of itself, but also interesting because it suggests the extent to which 

we each bring our own experiences to the life of faith.  If God is working to convert me 

(to change me a little for the better, each day) then chances are good that each of our 

conversions will be different.  We will experience God’s grace differently and we will 

experience God’s forgiveness and encouragement differently.    

 

Some religious traditions place a premium on a single, definable moment of 

conversion, suggesting that any lesser experience is inferior.  That’s not the Anglican 

tradition.  A few of us might have had a significant, overpowering experience—and a 

very few of us might have even had the kind of experience Paul had.  But most of us 

are encountered by God in more subtle, slow ways.  And that’s all right.  God’s Holy 

Spirit moves in God’s good time.  Just as the Spirit continues to shape creation itself, 

we are slowly changed, as rough edges are smoothed, and new channels are opened 

for the better flow of God’s grace and love in the world.  Thanks be to God for the gift 

of conversion—St. Paul’s and our own.  

                                         [Written in advance by Father Beddingfield, who is on sabbatical.] 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Join us in the conference room at 12:30 p.m. today (Sunday, 

January 25) for the second of our RenewalWorks parish discussions. We will give an 

overview of what the committee found in the Spiritual Life Inventory results and then 

ask you whether you think we got it right, what it means, and what steps we take as a 

parish to address these in the coming months and years. A light lunch will be 

provided. If you can’t make today’s session, please join us on Wednesday, January 28, 

at 6:30 p.m. . . . The parish office will be closed this Monday, January 26, due to the 

impending “heavy up” of the electrical system in the new building. In order for them 

to hook up the electricity to the new addition, they will have to turn off the rest of our 

electricity for the day. . . Attendance last Sunday, January 18, at 8:30 a.m.: 27; at 11 a.m.: 

106. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . the family of Tamara Floyd, Jason Andre, Wendy 

Shapiro, Vicki Lowe, Howard Menaker, Michael Crowe, Susan Kindregan, Betty 

Mabon, Margie Banks DeYoung, Tom Bethell, Irene Butcher, Joe Priester, David Gariff, 

Edward Weber & family, Noah MacMillan, Grace Lee, Oscar Longalong, Jim 

Houghton, Tim & Karla Cook, Francis Sierawski, Merry Lee Mabon, George Smith, 

Rob Six, Bertha Bowie, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Robert Harrison, Colin & Lindsay 

Walsh, Louise Lusignan, Ralph Braun, Carmel and Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Jim 

Leanderson, Jennie R., Walter G. Acham, Dotty Wallace, Terry & Ron Horn, Claretta 

Prescott, Julia Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Paul Carter, 

Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Clare, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana Hernandez, 

Walter Hollis, Landis Vance, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, Chip Meyers, and 

the repose of the soul of Grady Thompson.  Pray also for those in Foreign Service & 

overseas, especially Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, Timothy Zlatich, & our 

armed forces on active duty.  

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . To request a dedication of main altar or Mary chapel flowers or 

a sanctuary candle, visit http://is.gd/AllSoulsFlowers. 

 

PALERMO CHILDREN’S EDUCATIONAL TRUST . . . Last week, we reprinted a statement 

from Bishop Mariann regarding Bishop Cook of the Diocese of Maryland, who was 

charged with manslaughter, leaving the scene of the accident, driving under the 

influence of alcohol, and texting while driving in the death of Thomas Palermo. If you 

http://is.gd/AllSoulsFlowers


missed this statement, it can be viewed on the Diocesan website at 

http://www.edow.org/article/response-to-maryland-tragedy/. In the aftermath of the 

tragic death of Mr. Palermo, Bishop Mariann has asked that we keep the Palermo 

family in our prayers, and also that we take a collection to benefit the Palermo 

Children’s Educational Trust. As such, donations can be made via checks made out to 

All Souls, which indicate “Palermo Children’s Educational Trust” in the memo line. 

 

EPISCOPAL MEN’S FELLOWSHIP . . . The Episcopal Men's Fellowship meets next on 

Thursday, February 12 in the church undercroft. Our speaker will be parishioner 

Calvin Goddard Zon, who will present his new book, Divided We Fall: The Confederacy's 

Collapse From Within, A State-by-State Account. Calvin's book makes the case that 

opposition among Southerners led to the Confederacy's downfall. Winston Groom, 

author of Forrest Gump and three prominent Civil War books, calls it "a substantial 

contribution to Civil War history." Doors open at 7 p.m. and a home-cooked meal will 

be served for the low cost of $15. Sign up in the Undercroft or email 

ike.brannon@gmail.com to RSVP. 

 

ADULT FORUM FOR FEBRUARY: "THE MYSTICAL GOSPEL OF JOHN" . . . The forums for 

February will be a four part miniseries led by Joe Howell. The subject is the Gospel of 

John, and here is what Joe has to say about it: “Have you ever had trouble 

understanding the Gospel of John and reconciling it with the three other gospels, 

which are all very similar? Not so with John; and for years I have had trouble trying to 

understand this gospel. Now I am happy to report that with the help of Bishop Spong’s 

2013 book, Tales of a Jewish Mystic, and some additional research, I not only am 

beginning to get a clue, I am really excited about what this gospel is all about and look 

forward to sharing my enthusiasm with you. Hope you can join me!" 

 

AN A CAPPELLA EXTRAVAGANZA! . . . Join us Friday, January 30, at 7:30 p.m. as we host 

a concert by the award-winning Beelzebubs, Tufts University’s oldest, all-male a 

cappella group, as well as the Virginia Sil’hooettes and the GW Troubadours. Tickets 

will be available at the door for $10, and doors open at 7 p.m. We expect a large crowd 

and neighborhood parking is limited. Other options for parking/transportation are 

listed at http://www.allsoulsdc.org/article385769.htm. 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE . . . Readings appointed for the week, January 25 

through January 31, are listed in The Book of Common Prayer, page 944, “Week of 3 

Epiphany.” One can also follow in English or Spanish with the Mission of St. Clare: 

http://www.missionstclare.com/english/January/ritei/cal.html. 

http://www.missionstclare.com/english/January/ritei/cal.html


JANUARY 25, 2015:  THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

Sunday 

 
 

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.;  

High Mass, 11 a.m.; Child care provided;   

Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass;  

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; Adult Forum: “Praying with Scripture,” undercroft, 

10 a.m.; Endowment Board Meeting, rector’s office, 12:30 p.m.; 

RenewalWorks Parish Discussion, conference room, 12:30 p.m.; 

A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m.  

Monday Parish Office Closed – No Power Due to Construction Work; 

D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Cit. Fed. Assembly Meeting, undercroft, 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m.; 

RenewalWorks Parish Discussion, conference room, 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday Capital Hearings Rehearsal, undercroft & choir room, 7 p.m. 

Friday A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m.;  

Tufts Beelzebubs Concert, nave, 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday RenewalWorks Parish Discussion, conference room, 12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill; 11 a.m. CR1- Marcia Anderson,  T1- TBD, T2- Mark 

Porter, Book- Barry Huber, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Heidi Rasciner 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Larry Sturgeon 

Greeters: Paul Meyer, Lisa Watson, Ben Chia 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Kevin LeGrand, (NT) Jerry Fath, (PP) TBD;  

11 a.m. (OT) Susie Bruninga, (NT) Rick Taylor, (PP) Katherine Nordal 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand; 11 a.m. Dick Self, Tracy Self, Lee Davis, Jen Davis 

Breakfast: TBD 

Coffee Hour: Joe Priester 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Cameron Soulis, 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin 

Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


