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THE RECONCILIATION OF A PENITENT (PART 2) (The Book of Common Prayer, pages 447-452) 
 

Jesus summarized the law as follows, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 

heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind.  This is the first and great 

commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 

thyself.” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 324) Sin can be against God and/or against our 

neighbor.  Reconciliation can restore these broken relationships. 

 

We were slaves to sin.  By freely giving his life Jesus bought our freedom.  Jesus 

redeemed us and repaired our relationship with God, which had been broken by our 

sins. Bishop Desmond Tutu said that reconciliation only happens between equals.  

Because Jesus was both divine and human, he could reconcile us to God.  The Rite of 

Reconciliation restores our relationship with God, but does not always lead to 

reconciliation with our neighbor.   

 

If, for example, we forgive someone we believe has wronged us, and that person 

doesn’t think they wronged us or need to be forgiven, reconciliation is unlikely to 

occur. However, our decision to forgive is not only for the other’s well-being but as 

much for our own.  When we forgive another, it enables us to let go of the hurt or 

anger and move on.  When we refuse to forgive, the hurt and anger are a burden we 

continue to carry.  Or if we are sorry for some wrong we have committed against 

someone, repent and change our behavior but the person does not accept our apology, 

reconciliation is unlikely, but we are still relieved of the burden of our own sin.  

 

Forgiveness isn’t a quick fix. People know when an apology is insincere. A child 

snatches a toy from another child or hits him, and an adult tells the child to say he’s 

sorry. Just because the words are said doesn’t mean reconciliation has occurred. We’ve 

all experienced this.  Some sins take a long time and much prayer before forgiveness 

can be offered or received. Lent is a time to revisit old wounds or broken relationships 

and ask God’s guidance, forgiveness and grace. May you find healing this Lent for 

yourself or a relationship in need of God’s healing grace. If you’d like to experience the 

Rite of Reconciliation, contact me or one of our other clergy. Virginia Brown-Nolan + 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Join us for Stations of the Cross on Fridays in Lent at 7 p.m. . . 

Please join us at 10 a.m. on Sundays in Lent as Rev. Virginia Brown-Nolan draws on 

stories from scripture to lead us in a discussion of “call” and what  that means to us 

individually and as a community preparing to call a new rector . . . Attendance last 

Sunday, February 28, at 8:30 a.m.: 32; at 11 a.m.: 105. . . Pledge: $5,014; Plate: $147.08; 

Online Giving: $2,900. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Ralph Braun, Sharon Brigner, Margaret Child, 

Lynne Daub, Tom Farnum & Naomi Morales, Julia Gutierrez, Martha Holdgate, Fred 

Jordan, Debby & Dennis Kelly, Corky Kennedy, Kim Kitchens, Lea Lowry, Gertrude 

Martin, Chip Meyers, William Miller, Sr., Susan Morrison, Jay Robbins, Joe Threadgill, 

Landis Vance, and Merriam Woodhouse. Pray also for those in Foreign Service & 

overseas, especially Scott Cecil and Chuck Hunter, & our armed forces on active duty. 

Contact the parish office to add names to the list. Names stay on our prayer list for one month, 

unless the person submitting the name contacts the parish office to request continued prayers.   

 

EASTER FLOWERS AND MUSIC . . . You are invited to make a donation in memory 

of/thanksgiving for an individual to defray the costs of flowers and music during the 

Easter season. For inclusion in the Easter bulletins, dedication forms must be returned 

to the church office or placed in the collection plate no later than Palm Sunday, March 

20. Visit http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form14060.htm to submit your dedication form. 

 

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL . . . Sunday, March 13, is Heifer Donation Sunday! Remember, 

by passing on the first-born of each families’ animal, your one-time gift benefits up to 

six families. Please consider making a donation! Charles Boone, mbcc2@comcast.net 

 

DID YOU LOSE SOMETHING AT CHURCH? . . . The parish lost and found, normally located 

above the mailboxes in the Volunteer Office, is currently quite full.   On March 6 and 

13, we will move the items to the undercroft during breakfast and coffee hour so that 

they might be more easily discovered.  Any items remaining after March 13 will be 

donated to charity or discarded.  Please contact the parish office if you have questions. 

 

ALL SOULS ARE GREEN . . . Our environmental group, All Souls are Green, will meet 

next Thursday, March 10, at 6:30 p.m. in the conference room. All are welcome. 

 

GREETERS WANTED . . . We are looking for more friendly faces to greet people in the 

undercroft after the 11 a.m. Mass. All you need to bring is your smile! To volunteer, 

contact Debby Kelly at wynnegirl5@gmail.com or 202 290-2352. 
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DAY OF THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION RESCHEDULED. . . The Lenten Day of Theological 

Reflection hosted by the Anglican Order of Preachers was snowed out and has been 

rescheduled for Saturday, April 2 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Parishioners and friends are 

invited to join reflection groups for all or part of this day. Come to the “New 

Narthex”in the addition or the Mary Chapel to join a group.   Sister Elena  

 

ALL SOULS CARES . . . All Souls Cares, a group that works to extend the love and 

support of the parish to those who are sick or in emotional or spiritual need, will meet 

in the undercroft at 12:30 p.m. this Sunday, March 6.  All are welcome. 

 

LENTEN WOMEN’S RETREAT AT THE CLAGGETT CENTER . . . The All Souls Women’s 

Group will host a one-day Lenten retreat next Saturday, March 12 (9 a.m. to 4 p.m). 

Through fellowship, prayer, meditation, and walking the beautiful grounds of the 

center, our day will focus around the theme “Discerning God’s Call.” Lunch will be 

provided by the Inn at the Claggett Center in Buckeystown, Maryland. Cost: 

approximately $32. Scholarships are available for those who need help with the cost. If 

other women are interested in joining us, please speak to Mother Elizabeth 

(eorensnoel@earthlink.com) or Linda Mahler (MahlerLindaL@gmail.com). 

 

SERVING ALL SOULS: LEARN MORE ABOUT SAMARITAN MINISTRY. . . On March 17, a 

group of parishioners will attend a breakfast at the National Press Club sponsored by 

Samaritan Ministry, a DC-area program doing very effective, transformational work 

with people who are struggling to get their lives together.  This is an opportunity to 

learn about the inspiring work they do.  We’d like to have a table of ten from All Souls 

to learn about Samaritan Ministry’s Next Step Program, which partners with people 

who are homeless or facing challenges in finding a job, developing a resume, or getting 

a GED.  Registration begins at 7:30 a.m., and the program runs from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. 

Please let Melissa Barrett or Karen Lightfoot know if you are interested in attending. 

 

ONLINE COURSES ON WORLD RELIGIONS . . . This year's Diocesan Convention called for 

Episcopal schools and parishes to learn more about other religions, particularly Islam, 

to combat prejudice and intolerance.  Here’s one way to do that:  religion professors 

from Harvard University, Harvard Divinity School, and Wellesley College are kicking 

off a series of free online courses on world religions (http://is.gd/WorldReligions).  The 

first course in the series on "Religious Literacy: Traditions and Scriptures" began 

March 1 and the next five will dive into specific faiths, covering Christianity, 

Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism and Judaism.  Each course lasts 4 weeks.  The course on 

Islam begins June 1. 
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MARCH 6, 2016:  THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.;  

High Mass with Healing Rite, 11 a.m.; Child care provided;   

Breakfast following 8:30 a.m. Mass; Coffee Hour following 11 a.m. Mass;  

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; Adult Forum, undercroft, 10 a.m.;  

All Souls Cares, undercroft, 12:30 p.m.; Vestry Meeting, conference room, 

12:45 p.m.; Search Committee Meeting, rector’s office, 1 p.m.;  

A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Mtg., conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 8 p.m. 

Tuesday D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass w/Healing Rite, 12 p.m.;  

Communications Committee, undercroft, 6:30 p.m.; Cit. Fed. Board 

Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m.; Prayer Group, library, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.; All Souls are Green, conf. room,  

6:30 p.m.; Woodley Park Community Association Mtg., undercroft,  7 p.m. 

Friday Stations of the Cross, nave, 7 p.m.;  

A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Rev. Olivia Hilton Thesis Workshop, undercroft & kitchen, 9 a.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Acolytes: 11 a.m. (CR1) Rob Gibbs,  (T1) Marcia Anderson, (T2) Katherine Nordal,  

(Book) Mark Porter, (CR2) Ed Perlman, (TR) Barry Huber 

Bell Guild: No Bells During Lent 

Greeters: Debby Kelly, Steve Merrill, Ben Chia 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Jerry Fath, (NT) Kevin LeGrand, (PP) Tamara Floyd;  

11 a.m. (OT) Lee Davis, (NT) John Wiecking, (PP) Josie Martin 

Ushers: Larry Sturgeon, Tony Domenico, Beth Moten, Debby Kelly 

Healing Ministers: TBD 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: Loaves & Fishes 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. Virginia Brown-Nolan, interim rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, The Rev. Cameron Soulis,  

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA, The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistants;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org;  

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org; senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

To receive this by email, sign up at 

http://allsoulsdclists.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update_allsoulsdclists.org 
 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


