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DEALING WITH DISRUPTIONS 
 

Earlier this week I was talking with someone who helps people with mortgages when 

they want to renovate or add on to their house.  He said that a year or so after the loan, 

he checks in with the people to see 1) is the construction finished, and 2) is the 

marriage still intact?  He said that in 90 percent of the cases, the construction is not yet 

finished and in half the situations, the marriage or relationship has ended! This is why 

there are reality television programs about home renovation—because such 

disruptions cause all kinds of emotional reactions, some funny and some not.  

 

At All Souls, we have been living with disruption to our building and routine for over 

a year.  The construction isn’t yet finished (though it’s getting closer).  Happily, I’m not 

aware of any breakups caused by the disruptions, but this is not to say we haven’t felt 

the stress.  Events have had to be canceled or adjusted, fatigue has caused some to 

attend church less often, and our fledgling Sunday school has not been helped by the 

proximity of classrooms to construction.  Nevertheless, we are still together—as a 

church family and as the Body of Christ in this place.  

 

As we celebrate this Laetare Sunday—a burst of joy in the midst of Lenten penitence—

I want to thank everyone for their patience and forbearance during the construction 

and renovation.  It’s going to be worth it.  I promise!  Already, we can begin to see 

more of the beautiful stonework and some of us have been allowed to see the stairs, 

sheetrock, and details taking shape within. The Prophet Isaiah encourages the people 

of Israel with the words, “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you 

not perceive it?”  God is making a way for us to extend a warmer welcome, and 

heartier hello, and more creative outreach with our neighbors and the world.  Thanks 

be to God for the disruption, because it will soon give way to delight.  John Beddingfield  

 

AROUND THE PARISH . . . Please pardon the mess in the undercroft as we’re replacing 

the floor in the kitchen . . . Repair work is under way in restrooms in the downstairs 

hallway to fix a collapsed drain pipe. Please exercise caution when using that hallway, 

as it is partially blocked off. Thanks for bearing with us as we undertake this important 



work . . . Attendance last Sunday, March 8, at 8:30 a.m.: 34; at 11 a.m.: 121 . . . Pledge 

offerings for March 1: $9,013; plate: $664.73; online giving for the past week: $2,432. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Kelle Long, Judith Esmay and Robert Strauss, Jason 

Micheli, Joe Priester, Bill Eadie, the family of Tamara Floyd, Jason Andre, Joan  

Shapiro, Howard Menaker, Michael Crowe, Betty Mabon, Tom Bethell, Irene Butcher, 

David Gariff, Edward Weber & family, Noah MacMillan, Grace Lee, Oscar Longalong, 

Jim Houghton, Tim & Karla Cook, Francis Sierawski, Merry Lee Mabon, George Smith, 

Rob Six, Bertha Bowie, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Robert Harrison, Colin & Lindsay 

Walsh, Louise Lusignan, Ralph Braun, Carmel and Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Jim 

Leanderson, Jennie R., Dotty Wallace, Terry & Ron Horn, Claretta Prescott, Julia 

Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Margaret Child, Joe 

Threadgill, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana Hernandez, Walter Hollis, Landis 

Vance, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, Chip Meyers.  Pray also for those in 

Foreign Service & overseas, especially Scott Cecil, Chuck Hunter, Vivian Manneh, Brad 

Moore, Michael Pate, Timothy Zlatich, & our armed forces on active duty. 

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers on the main altar are given to the glory of God and 

in loving memory of Paul Justin Johnson by his mother Sybil de La Renaudiere . . . The 

sanctuary candle burns in loving remembrance of Carolyn Farmer, given by Mark 

Hoffman. 

 

PAUL CARTER MEMORIAL . . . A memorial service for Paul Carter will be held at All 

Souls on Saturday, March 21, at 2 p.m. A reception will follow in the undercroft.  

 

EASTER FLOWERS AND MUSIC . . . You are invited to make a donation in memory of or 

in thanksgiving for an individual, and to defray the additional costs of flowers and 

music during the Easter season. Donations will be accepted through Easter Sunday. 

For inclusion in the Easter bulletins, dedication forms must be returned to the church 

office or placed in the collection plate no later than Palm Sunday, March 29. Visit 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form14060.htm to donate and submit your dedication form. 

 

CALLING ALL TEENS & YOUNGER. . . Join us on Sunday, March 22 during the Sunday 

school time for a service project for veterans. We will be assembling “comfort kits” for 

patients at the V.A. Hospital. The supplies and instructions will be provided – just 

show up for this fun event!  

 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form14060.htm


FOLLOW JOE AND EMBRY HOWELL AS THEY TRAVEL AROUND THE GLOBE . . . Long term 

parishioners, Joe and Embry Howell, left Washington on Saturday, March 14, for a four 

month trip around the world on water and rail (without air travel). You can follow 

their blog at www.howellsbigtrip.com 

 

LENTEN FORUM . . . Today, the Rev. Dr. Kate Sonderegger from Virginia Theological 

Seminary will lead our forum on Jeremy Taylor’s classic book, Holy Living and Holy 

Dying, excerpts of which the women’s group will read in conjunction with our study of 

Margaret Guenther’s book, “Towards Holy Ground.” Dr. Sonderegger will address the 

theme of time and the consecration of our lives. She is currently the William Meade 

Chair in Systematic Theology at VTS, whose specialties include medieval and 

reformation theology as well as the contemporary theology of Karl Barth.    

 

FASHION NOTES FOR THE GUYS OF ALL SOULS . . . The news on the street is that jeans, 

khaki pants, and corduroy pants (waist sizes 32-38) are out this year! So stay ahead of 

the trend and donate those items no longer fashionable (or fitting-able!) to Christ 

House. Bring items to the All Souls undercroft and they will be transported, or take 

them directly to Christ House (1717 Columbia Road, NW, Washington, D.C.). 

 

AN EASTERTIDE SERIES: EPISCOPAL SPIRITUALITY & PRACTICE . . . The Episcopal Church 

is a beautiful place to worship, and All Souls takes pride in bringing you beautiful 

worship and a meaningful community. But, let’s be honest, if you aren’t used to 

liturgical worship, high mass, or the smells and bells, all of it can be more than a little 

confusing before it becomes richly meaningful. For some, there is just too much 

mystery around the practices to see how they make present the Mystery of Christ more 

fully around us. So we are pleased to offer “Come to the Table: A Primer on Episcopal 

Spirituality and Practice” for all those who would like to explore more deeply the 

basics of our faith. The series provides a comfortable environment that promotes 

community and spiritual growth over a shared meal. An instructed Eucharist will be 

offered as the final session of the series. All souls have a story; we’d love to add yours 

to ours. Come to the table Wednesday Evenings of Eastertide: April 8, 15, & 22. 

Advanced registration required. Register during Coffee Hour at the Welcome Table, 

electronically via Facebook, or at www.allsoulsdc.org/article410027.htm.  

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE . . . Readings appointed for the week, March 15 

through March 21, are listed in The Book of Common Prayer, page 954, “Week of 4 Lent.” 

One can also follow in English or Spanish with the Mission of St. Clare: 

http://www.missionstclare.com/english/March/ritei/cal.html. 

http://www.howellsbigtrip.com/
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/article410027.htm
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/March/ritei/cal.html


MARCH 15, 2015:  THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT: LAETARE 

Sunday 

 
 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;  

Child care provided;  Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass;  

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; Adult Forum, undercroft, 10 a.m.;  

Vestry Meeting, conf. room, 1 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday  

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.;  

Capital Hearings Rehearsal, undercroft & choir room, 7 p.m. 

Friday Stations of the Cross, 7 p.m.;  

A.A. Meetings, conference room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Paul Carter Memorial, nave, 2 p.m.; reception to follow in the undercroft 

Liturgical ministers for the Fourth Sunday in Lent: Laetare 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill; 11 a.m. CR1- Jamie Finch,  T1- Melissa Meyers, T2- 

Ellie Martin, Book- Mark Porter, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Mark Hoffman 

Bell Guild: No bells during Lent 

Greeters: Steve Merrill, Paul Meyer, Lisa Watson 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Marko Zlatich, (NT) Nancy Aherne, (PP) Kevin LeGrand;  

11 a.m. (OT) Jeff Wells, (NT) Lee Tate, (PP) Charles Briody 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand; 11 a.m. Dick Self, Tracy Self, Jen Davis, Lee Davis 

Breakfast: TBD 

Coffee Hour: All Souls Are Green 

 
ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Cameron Soulis, 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin 

Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 
 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 

http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update

