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FROM THE RECTOR 
 

Over the last two weeks our Lenten Series gatherings have prompted us to question what 

brings us energy, who or what we serve, and how our individual answers to questions like 

these shape who we are as a parish family. Whether you have so far taken part in the Lenten 

gatherings or not, these questions of purpose are important ones for us to consider both as 

individuals and as a church family and community of faith. In a sermon she recently gave to 

the House of Bishops, our own Bishop offered some challenging thoughts that we should also 

reflect upon as we consider our purpose and identity as a parish. Here are some excerpts: 

 

I live in a perpetual state of holy urgency about the spiritual health and ministry capacity of the 

congregations I serve and those I hope to establish on my watch. Here’s why: There are 88 

congregations in the Diocese of Washington. Many are small, with a worshipping congregation 

under 200. Looking deeply at the trends and internal realities of each, only 12 of them, at most, 

are on a path of sustainability and growth . . . The rest, despite working as hard as they can, will 

most likely be, without some intervention or significant change, almost exactly where they are 

now 10 years from now in terms of size and capacity for ministry—this in a part of the country 

that is experiencing significant population growth and where other expressions of the Christian 

faith are thriving . . .  

 

Many of the issues holding us back in the Diocese of Washington are spiritual. We, like 

Nicodemus, need to be born again. Many of the congregations in the Diocese of Washington 

offer a tepid expression of Christian life, with almost nothing to offer the very people 

congregational leaders say they want to “attract.” Many of the issues holding us back are 

structural . . . Where do we spend time, energy, and resources that are not bearing fruit? . . .  

Much of what holds us back is cultural, embedded in personal preferences masked as core values 

. . . And many obstacles are the result of institutional weakness, as congregations feel 

constrained as but one example, to devote their best energies to their buildings rather than the 

ministry the buildings exist to serve. 

 

If we don’t address these weaknesses, it doesn’t matter how earnestly we want to join in God’s 

mission in the world, how prophetic our calls are for justice. For our capacity to go where Jesus 

calls and do what Jesus needs us to do is hindered by our weakness . . . I cannot accept this as 

God’s preferred future for us. 

 
Full text at mariannbudde.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LOVE AND SYMPATHY OF THE PARISH . . . are extended to the family of Claire Swain, who 

passed away on February 19. Pray for the repose of the soul of Claire and for her family. 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS. . . Join us for Stations of the Cross every Friday in Lent at 7 p.m., led by 

Linda Mahler. Please use the parking lot entrance. 
 

WOMEN’S GROUP RETREAT ON MARCH 25 . . . Join the All Souls Women’s Group for “Beauty in a 

Troubled World: The Song of Solomon & the Song from the Cross,” a retreat at Bishop Claggett 

Center in Adamsville, MD on Saturday, March 25 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  $32 per person (lunch 

included). Scholarships available. RSVP to Elizabeth Orens or Linda Mahler.  
 

WISE & MATURE LUNCHEON . . . Our next Wise & Mature Luncheon will take place on 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017, immediately following the noon Mass. Lunch is provided for a $10 

fee per person. RSVP to the parish office at office@allsoulsdc.org or (202)232-4244 x 301. 
 

SPECIAL FILM WATCH FOR WOMEN OF ALL SOULS . . . The women’s group has scheduled a fun 

evening offsite!  On Friday, March 31 at 7:30 p.m., we’ll gather in the party room at Woodley Park 

Towers, 2737 Devonshire Pl. NW (3 blocks from the church) to watch a quirky British film, “Cold 

Comfort Farm,” based on a classic 1930s comic novel.  Check online for a clip of Ian McKellan 

preaching to the fundamentalist Church of the Quivering Brethren.  We’ll provide refreshments.  

We will need a firm head count, so please email kruffing@yahoo.com no later than Tuesday, 

March 28 to let us know you’re coming. 
 

EASTER DEDICATIONS . . . You are invited to offer a special Easter memorial or thanksgiving. For 

inclusion in Easter bulletins, donations & dedication forms must be returned to the church office, 

submitted online at www.allsoulsdc.org, or placed in the collection plate no later than April 9.  
 

REFUGEE SUPPORT INTEREST MEETINGS . . . If you would like to learn more about how All Souls is 

partnering with two other parishes to work toward sponsoring a refugee family and how you can 

help, please attend an Interest Session either here at All Souls on Saturday, April 8 at 10 a.m., or 

at Christ Church, Georgetown on Monday, April 10 at 7:15 p.m.  
 

Moving Forward in Faith Together  
 

Sundays, through April 2 

Beginning promptly at 10 a.m. and somewhat abbreviated from  

what's offered on: 
 

Tuesdays, through April 4 

Soup Supper begins at 6:30 p.m.; program begins at 7 p.m. 

Sung Compline (with two Stations of the Cross each week) at 8 p.m. 
 

Our Lenten series will make space for both personal and communal introspection as we 

continue our transition. You may choose, week-to-week, to participate on Sunday or the 

following Tuesday (they mirror each other), or of course both. 

 

 
 

mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/


VESTRY NOMINATION UPDATE, PROCEDURES, AND SCHEDULE 
 

Our primary business at the annual parish meeting on May 21st this year will be to elect five 

general members of the vestry and a new senior warden.  For senior warden, Daniel Callis, 

our current junior warden, has stepped forward as a candidate. If elected to a two-year term, 

Daniel will serve a consecutive seven years on the vestry or as warden by the 2019 annual 

meeting when he would term out according to our by-laws.  If Daniel is elected senior 

warden, we will also need to elect a junior warden at this meeting to fulfill the remainder 

(one year) of Daniel's term.  Greg Lebel, who is now reaching the end of his second vestry 

term, has volunteered to run for that one-year junior warden position. Fortunately, both 

Daniel and Greg have been deeply involved in the life of the parish and in the transition and 

can provide important continuity and leadership at an inflection point in our community's 

history.  For general members of the vestry, this year the nominating committee would like to 

solicit and prepare more qualified candidates than we have spaces to fill, and good progress 

is being made toward that goal.  
 

To nominate someone, including yourself, for any open position, please speak to a member of 

the nominating committee (Jeff Wells, Elaine Eaker or Jonathan Nicholas) by next Sunday, 

March 26 at 1 p.m. While our by-laws certainly allow for additional nominations from the 

floor of the annual meeting, identifying candidates in advance has the advantage of offering 

parishioners a chance to get to know candidates better in advance of the annual meeting, ask 

them questions during breakfast and coffee hour in April and early May, and read their brief 

personal statements in the upcoming issue of "The Message," our parish newsletter, and in 

other venues.  Along with a photo, the brief (250 word max) personal statements must be 

emailed to the parish administrator no later than Sunday evening, March 26th.  Of course, all 

candidates should plan to attend the annual meeting, where general member candidates will 

each give a two-minute speech and warden candidates a three-minute speech.  If you have 

any questions, please see a member of the nominating committee.  Thank you to everyone 

who has already expressed interest in standing for vestry.  The Nominating Committee 
 

 

 

 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Owen Basil, Rita Bradman, Ralph Braun, Margaret Child, 

Peggy Crook, Susan Dayton, Tom Farnum & Naomi Morales, Julia Gutierrez, Janis Hoffman, 

Parents of Jane Holloway, Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Corky Kennedy, Tom Mabon, Evelyn Mackin, 

Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Susan Morrison, Joe Threadgill, Merriam Woodhouse, and Sam, Nadine, 

and Warner Young. Pray also for those in Foreign Service & overseas, & our armed forces on active 

duty . . . Contact the parish office to add names to the list. Names stay on for one month, unless the person 

submitting the name contacts the office to request continued prayers.  
 

DEDICATIONS  . . . The sanctuary candle burns to the glory of God and in memory of our beloved 

brother and uncle Thomas W. Martin on his birthday, from Josie Martin, Melissa Meyers, and 

Eleanor Martin.  



 
 
THE WEEK OF MARCH 20, 2017 

Monday Choral Rehearsal, nave & undercroft, 3 p.m.; D.A. Meeting, conference room,  

6:45 p.m.; All Souls Are Green, small meeting room, 7 p.m. 

Tuesday Cleveland Park Library Children’s Programming, undercroft, 8:30 a.m.‒6:30 p.m.; 

Moving Forward in Faith Together, undercroft, (6:30 p.m. Soup; 7 p.m. Program; 8 

p.m. Sung Compline); Music Lessons: Dawn Frederick, choir room, 5 p.m. 

Wednesday 

 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m.; Wise & 

Mature Luncheon, undercroft & kitchen, 12:45 p.m.; Choral Rehearsal, nave & 

undercroft, 4 p.m.; Music Lessons, choir room, 4:30 p.m.; Choral Concert: GDS 

Singers, nave, 7 p.m.; Dupont Circle Club Board Meeting, conf. room, 7:15 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.;  

Capital Hearings Rehearsal, undercroft & choir room, 7 p.m. 

Friday Stations of the Cross, nave, 7 p.m. 

Saturday Women’s Group Retreat at Bishop Claggett Center, 9 a.m. 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.; Child Care Available; Breakfast after  

8:30 a.m. Mass; Coffee Hour after 11 a.m. Mass; Moving Forward in Faith Together, 

undercroft, 10 a.m.; Choir, 9 a.m.; Capital Hearings Auditions, choir room, 3 p.m. 

Liturgical Ministers for March 19, 2017 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neal; 11 a.m. (CR1) Melissa Meyers, (T1) Mark Hoffman, (T2) Rob 

Gibbs, (Book) Heidi Rasciner, (CR2) Ed Perlman, (TR) Mark Porter 

Greeters: Terry Adlhock, Julie Duriga 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Charlie Boone, (NT) Wynsor Taylor, (PP) Catherine Braun; 

11 a.m. (OT) Terry Adlhock, (NT) Susie Bruninga, (PP) Katherine Nordal 

Ushers: JoAnn LaFon, Debby Kelly, Rob Arrington, Kirk Phillips 

Breakfast: Matt Akridge & Jessica Harvey 

Coffee Hour: Vivian Manneh & Heather Britt 
 

ALL SOULS EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; 202-232-4244 

www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org 
 

To receive this by email, sign up at https://is.gd/ASC_Email. 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 
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