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GOOD THINGS HAPPEN IN A GARDEN 

 

The Gospel of John, which we hear on Easter Day, offers a wonderful detail that is not 

in the other accounts of the Resurrection.  On Easter morning, Mary Magdalene and the 

others arrive at the empty tomb and see angels. The angels ask Mary why she is crying 

and just as she is about to answer she turns around and sees someone standing there, 

“supposing him to be the gardener.” She asks the “gardener” if he has done something 

with the body of Jesus and then she hears her name, “Mary.”  A good thing happens in 

the garden as Mary’s recognizes the Risen Christ.  

 

Good things happen in the All Souls gardens, as well, and have been happening here 

for over 100 years.  Generations of volunteers have planted, weeded, pruned, and 

gotten on their knees before God—not to pray according to the Prayer Book, 

necessarily, but to pray with their bodies, as they have gotten dirty for the cause of 

beauty, growth, and fun.  I sometimes say that our Garden Guild volunteers are among 

our “first line” of evangelism because they are often the first to meet neighbors, answer 

questions about the church, and welcome people to visit us on Sunday.    

 

Another good thing that happens in our garden, and that works as a symbol of our 

faith, is resilience.  After a rough, cold winter, things are sprouting.  After our front 

garden had to be dug up in order to place an electrical panel underground and the side 

garden routed to find the sewerage connection, nature is coming back.  God’s work 

was good to begin with, but is being helped by our volunteers, by an anonymous 

$4,000 donation that paid for azaleas and roses, and by the final stages of construction 

that will create a beautiful and newly accessible garden space in the backyard.  

  

The Resurrection stories tell us that good things happen in the garden—and in the 

office, the living room, the Metro car, and everywhere we might go.  Good things 

happen whenever and wherever we recognize the Risen Christ.  May the light of the 

Resurrection and the joy of Easter faith improve our senses so that we might see and 

greet Christ wherever we might be.   John Beddingfield  

 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Vestry nominations are due this Sunday, April 5, 2015. To 

nominate a candidate, including yourself, please fill out the form in the April/May 

issue of The Message and put it in the parish administrator’s box on the office door or 

give it to the Senior Warden by coffee hour on April 5. After that date, nominations 

may be accepted from the floor at the annual meeting. A member of the committee will 

call to confirm that we have received your nomination . . . Attendance Palm Sunday, 

March 29, at 8:30 a.m.: 40; at 11 a.m.: 160 . . . Pledge offerings for March 22: $4,907; 

plate: $962.33; online giving for the past week: $1,345. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Kelle Long, Judith Esmay and Robert Strauss, Jason 

Micheli, Joe Priester, Bill Eadie, the family of Tamara Floyd, Jason Andre, Joan  

Shapiro, Howard Menaker, Michael Crowe, Betty Mabon, Irene Butcher, David Gariff, 

Edward Weber & family, Grace Lee, Oscar Longalong, Jim Houghton, Tim & Karla 

Cook, Francis Sierawski, Merry Lee Mabon, George Smith, Rob Six, Bertha Bowie, 

Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Robert Harrison, Colin & Lindsay Walsh, Louise Lusignan, 

Ralph Braun, Carmel and Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Jim Leanderson, Jennie R., Dotty 

Wallace, Terry & Ron Horn, Claretta Prescott, Julia Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom 

Mabon, Susan Morrison, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, 

Ana Hernandez, Walter Hollis, Landis Vance, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, 

Chip Meyers.  Pray also for those in Foreign Service & overseas, especially Scott Cecil, 

Chuck Hunter, Vivian Manneh, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, Timothy Zlatich, & our 

armed forces on active duty. 

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The music during Holy Week and Easter services and the 

flowers adorning the church Easter Day are given to the glory of God and in memory 

of and in thanksgiving for the people listed on the inside back cover of the Easter 

Sunday bulletins . . . Flowers and music are also given in memory of the Daley Family 

and the Dixon Family, and in thanksgiving for the Holy Baptism of Ken Yamamoto. 

 

SPRING CLEAN UP DAY . . . Next Saturday, April 11, is the day to help tidy the 

Undercroft and other areas of the church.  Coffee will be on at 10 a.m., so come in 

casual clothes and with work gloves to organize, repurpose, and recycle.  Talk to Dale 

Lewis if you have questions. 

 

ADULT FORUM CONTINUES NEXT SUNDAY . . . The Adult Forum returns next Sunday, 

April 12, with Part 1 of Fr. John’s reflections on his sabbatical. It promises to be part 

travelogue and part sermon. Fr. John will wrap up his reflections with Part 2 on 

Sunday, April 19.  



VOTER ELIGIBILITY FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING . . . On Sunday, May 3, our parish family 

will gather for the annual meeting of the All Souls congregation. Among other 

business, members will elect a Senior Warden to a two-year term and three general 

members of the Vestry to serve three-year terms. To be eligible to vote, your name 

must appear on the Voter Eligibility list, which is available for inspection in the 

narthex and undercroft through April 26 . . . Please also check that your contact 

information is correct on the draft of the next Parish Directory, which is available for 

review in the undercroft. A new directory will be distributed at the annual meeting. 

 

AROUND TOWN . . . As a part of its program, “Honoring Mary,” the Catholic University 

of America is offering “The Annunciation: A Contemporary Staging of the Medieval 

Wakefield Play” on April 14 and April 15 at 7 p.m. The performances are free to the 

public and will be held at the university’s Callan Theatre (3801 Harewood Road, NE). 

A post-show discussion will follow the April 15 performance.   

 

“STUFF THE SHED” FOR SEABURY’S AGE-IN-PLACE PROGRAM . . . Seabury’s Age-In-Place 

program provides free yard work and house cleaning for low-income DC seniors. Help 

them fill their shed by donating trash bags, weed-whackers, garden gloves, 

lawnmowers, or other yard work or cleaning supplies. Contributions may be dropped 

off at Frager’s Hardware (1230 Pennsylvania Ave. SE) on April 25 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

For more information, visit http://is.gd/StuffTheShed. 

 

FASHION NOTES FOR THE GUYS OF ALL SOULS . . . The news on the street is that jeans, 

khaki pants, and corduroy pants (waist sizes 32-38) are out this year! So stay ahead of 

the trend and donate those items no longer fashionable (or fitting-able!) to Christ 

House. Bring items to the All Souls undercroft and they will be transported, or take 

them directly to Christ House (1717 Columbia Road, NW, Washington, D.C.). 

 

AN EASTERTIDE SERIES: EPISCOPAL SPIRITUALITY & PRACTICE . . . “Come to the Table: A 

Primer on Episcopal Spirituality and Practice” will be offered on Wednesday Evenings 

in Eastertide: April 8, 15, & 22. This is an opportunity to learn more about your faith, to 

ask questions, and to meet new friends.  Register during Coffee Hour at the Welcome 

Table, electronically via Facebook, or at www.allsoulsdc.org/article410027.htm.  

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE . . . Readings appointed for the week, April 5 through 

April 11, are listed in The Book of Common Prayer, page 958, “Easter Week” and at 

http://www.missionstclare.com/english/April/ritei/cal.html.  

 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/article410027.htm
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/April/ritei/cal.html


APRIL 5, 2015:  SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION: EASTER DAY 

Sunday 

The Sunday of the 

Resurrection:  

Easter Day 

Low Mass with Easter Hymn, 8:30 a.m.; Children’s Easter Egg Hunt on the 

Lawn, 10 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.; Procession & High Mass, 11 a.m.; 

Child care provided;  Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass; 

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; No Adult Forum Today;  

A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.;  

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m. 

Thursday 
 

Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.; St. Mary’s Court, 3 p.m.; 

Cit. Fed. Board Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meetings, conference room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday  

Liturgical ministers for the Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill;  

11 a.m. CR1- Jamie Finch,  T1- Marcia Anderson, T2- Heidi Rasciner,  

Book- Barry Huber, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Bill Stevens, Elaine Eaker 

Greeters: Greg DuRoss, Sharon Ford, Terry Horan 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Jerry Fath, (NT) Kevin LeGrand, (PP) TBD;  

11 a.m. (OT) Daniel Callis, (NT) Beth Moten, (PP) Will Stewart 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand;  

11 a.m. Kathleen Scholl, Tracy Self, Dick Self, Elwood Gibson 

Healing Ministers: Healing ministers will be available in the Mary Chapel during Communion  

at both the 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Masses. 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: The Vestry of All Souls 

 
ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Cameron Soulis, 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin 

Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 
 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 

http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update

