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PASSIONTIDE AND VEILS 

 

Before Thursday morning’s Mass, Ed Perlman and others from our Acolyte Guild 

brought out purple veils and began veiling the crosses at All Souls.  We do this near 

the end of Lent because of an older church practice that involved a first reading of the 

Passion (the part of the Gospel that describes Christ’s crucifixion and death) on the 

Fifth Sunday in Lent.  This Fifth Sunday was known as Passion Sunday, and the fifth 

week of Lent along with Holy Week were called Passiontide.  In other words, this time 

was used to invite the church to focus upon the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. 

Remnants of this tradition remain wherever crosses are veiled for the Fifth Sunday in 

Lent.  The crosses (never stained glass windows or the Stations of the Cross) remain 

veiled through Good Friday.  

  

As one liturgical scholar has put it, “The custom of veiling crosses and images in these 

last two weeks of Lent has much to commend it in terms of religious psychology, 

because it helps us to concentrate on the great essentials of Christ’s work of 

Redemption” (Ceremonies of the Liturgical Year, Peter Elliott).  I think Monsignor Elliott 

means that a veiled cross encourages the imagination and invites questions.  How 

would things be different if Jesus had NOT been crucified?  How might things be 

different if he had not died a human death?  How might we be different if he had not 

been raised from the dead?  A veiled cross also reminds us that even when we think 

we understand aspects of our Christian faith, there is always some part that remains 

hidden, as Saint Paul said, “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. 

Now I know in part; then I shall understand fully, even as I have been fully 

understood” (1 Corinthians 13:12). 

  

Veils are mysterious and can invite us to see in new ways.  Do we remember what is 

beneath the veil?  Do we recall correctly?  Does the veil obscure or lead us to see 

something new?   

 

As we contemplate the veils of Passiontide, may God free our minds and hearts to 

understand Christ’s gift of himself in new ways.  John Beddingfield  



AROUND THE PARISH . . . A draft copy of the parish directory is available in the 

undercroft for editing and updating.  Please mark your changes or additions by May 4 

. . . Attendance last Sunday at the 8:30 a.m. Mass: 29; at the 11 a.m. Mass: 133 . . . 

Pledge offerings totaled: $5,395; Plate offerings: $1,141; online giving for the past week: 

$2,813. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . David Hoffman, Louise Lusignan, Dan Kessler, 

Nate Wright, Charlie and Patti Kalbaugh,  Melissa Meyers, Qwee Lan, F. Tejada, 

Nadine Williams, Ernstine Williams, Ralph Braun, Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, B. J. 

Warren, Jim Leanderson, Sandra Mabon, Hoyt Dunn, Jennie R., Walter G. Acham; Jim 

and Dotty Wallace, Claire Swain, Terry and Ron Horn, Betty Sheehan, Claretta 

Prescott, Julia Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Paul Carter, 

Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Doug Gold, Clare, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana 

Hernandez, Walter Hollis, Elizabeth McKee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, Mark 

Henderson, Martha Holdgate, and Chip Meyers.  Pray also for members of the parish 

in Foreign Service and those overseas, especially Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael 

Pate, and our armed forces on active duty.  

 

THE SYMPATHY AND LOVE OF THE PARISH ARE EXTENDED TO the family and friends of 

Roberta (B.J.) Warren, who died on March 28, 2014.  A celebration of B.J.’s life will be 

held at All Souls on Saturday, May 10, 2014, at 1 p.m.  Pray for the repose of the soul of 

B.J., for the Prado family, and for all who mourn.  

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Except for the fourth Sunday in Lent, flowers are not used at the 

altar in this season . . . The sanctuary candle burns to the glory of God and in 

thanksgiving for Erwin de Leon’s birthday on April 8. 

 

CONFIRMATIONS ON SATURDAY, MAY 17 . . . Diocesan confirmations, receptions, and 

reaffirmations will be held at the National Cathedral at 10 a.m.  So far, All Souls has 

one young person to be confirmed.  If you would like to celebrate a new rite of passage 

in your faith or renew your commitment to Christ, please let Father John or the parish 

office know by April 10.   

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY . . . On Saturday, May 3, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., a group of 

volunteers from All Souls will be working with Habitat for Humanity on a local project 

that will help provide a needy family with a decent, safe, and affordable place to live. 

Location TBA. Please contact Jeff Wells (jeff.wells@starpower.net) for more information 

or to volunteer. 



EASTER FLOWERS AND MUSIC . . . You are invited to make a donation in memory of or 

in thanksgiving for an individual, and to defray the additional costs of flowers and 

music during the Easter season. Accordingly, donations will be accepted through 

Easter Sunday. For inclusion in the Easter bulletins, dedication forms must be returned 

to the church office or placed in the collection plate no later than Palm Sunday, April 

13. You can also donate and submit your dedication form online at 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form14060.htm. 

 

ADULT FORUM . . . This Lent, we continue our study of the book, The Sacred Way: 

Spiritual Practices for Everyday Life by Tony Jones.  Today’s discussion will be around 

the Jesus Prayer, chapter 5. The Forum meets at 10 a.m. on Sundays in the undercroft.  

Please join us. 

 

ALL SOULS CLEAN-UP DAY . . . Please join us at 9 a.m. on Saturday, April 19 for a  

Clean-Up Day as we make sure that the church sparkles for Easter.  Please bring 

favorite cleaning implements.  We'll plan to end around noon with lunch in the 

Undercroft.  For planning purposes, there will be a sign-up sheet in the Undercroft on 

the Welcome Table.  Please contact Dale Lewis (dalealewis@aol.com) or Jeff Wells 

(jeff.wells@starpower.net) for information.  

 

ALL SOULS FORWARD PROJECT UPDATE . . . All Souls Forward continues with good 

progress.  This week, the tank pit was filled with gravel, and site work preparing for 

the foundation continues.  Sheeting and shoring was completed, providing a safe 

environment for workers and neighbors alike.  You can follow our progress on All 

Soul's Facebook page, where we will post new pictures every week. Marsha Oates, 

construction projects manager 

 

ALL SOULS ARE GREEN INVITES YOU TO A LENTEN CARBON FAST . . . Many people use 

Lent as a time to repent, reflect, sacrifice, and listen for God.  You’re invited to join 

other people of faith in reflecting on the ways that our daily choices impact everyone, 

especially people living in poverty.  Each of the actions listed on the calendar can 

reduce our production of climate pollution and help to preserve God’s gift of creation.  

Copies of the calendar are available in the undercroft. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PRAYER GROUP CONTINUES . . . A handful of us gathers each 

Wednesday night in the Mary Chapel for about an hour to pray.  We read a selection of 

scripture, reflect on it in silence, and then share insights as well as issues for prayer.  

And then we pray.  It’s simple and informal.  Please join us when you can.  Will Coley 

 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form14060.htm


 
APRIL 6, 2014:  THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Sunday Low Mass with Healing Rite, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.;  High Mass, 

11 a.m.;  Child care provided; Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 

a.m. Mass; Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.;  Adult Forum: “The Sacred Way,” 

undercroft, 10 a.m.; A.A. Mtg., conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday 

 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m.;  

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m; Prayer Group, Mary Chapel, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.; St. Mary’s Court, 3 p.m.;  

Cit. Fed. Board Meeting, Conf. Room, 6:45 p.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Stations of the Cross, nave, 7 p.m.;  

A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday No farmer’s market during construction 

Liturgical ministers for the Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill;  

11:00 a.m. CR1- Mark Hoffman,  T1- Martha Domenico, T2- Marcia 

Anderson, Book- Tyler Doherty, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: No bells during Lent 

Greeters: Debby Kelly, Terry Horan, Ben Chia 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Terry O’Bryan, (NT) Kevin LeGrand, (PP) Tamara Floyd 

 11 a.m. (OT) Joe Howell, (NT) Daniel Callis, (PP) Beth Moten 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand, Terry O’Bryan 

 11 a.m. Susie Bruninga, Tony Domenico, Beth Moten, Larry Sturgeon 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Healing Ministers: TBD 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: Holy Leftovers 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. 

Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music;  

Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


