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FROM THE RECTOR 
 

Alleluia Christ is Risen! Each year when Easter arrives we are given an opportunity to meet our Risen 

Lord anew. The images on the covers of our Easter Day and Easter Season leaflets — an icon of Jesus 

in the midst of verdant green leaves and an engraving of a swallow tail butterfly — both prompt us 

to ask ourselves where the “green blade” of new life is rising in our life of faith as individuals and as 

a parish family. 

 
MOVING FORWARD IN FAITH 
 

On Palm Sunday during the Adult Forum, I presented my initial thoughts and observations after 

meeting with you over the last several months in various small and large group configurations. Since 

not everyone in the parish was able to attend that session, I offer here a summary of my presentation 

with key slides. This information is also available at www.allsoulsdc.org/transition. 
 

Before I arrived in D.C., I signaled to you that these first six months would be a time of continuing 

transition. It was my sense that there was some important interim work that had been left undone in 

the year prior to my coming. I think we are making good progress with this work. And while it may 

feel tedious at times, I am also hearing from many of you that it has been helpful and rewarding. 
 

On Palm Sunday, I shared a glimpse of some metrics that are used to measure our vitality, including: 

Average Sunday Attendance, Number of Communicants in Good Standing, Number of Pledgers, 

Average Pledge, etc. Over the last ten years, the trend lines of these metrics at All Souls have been 

essentially flat. Although, importantly, while attendance has gently declined, average giving has 

increased. This suggests a deep (and deepening) level of commitment to All Souls on the part of those 

who are here now. On the other hand, while we are not in sharp decline, long, essentially flat lines 

like ours make people assessing them wonder about our future vitality. But what I saw in you before 

I came, and what I have seen since, suggest to me that these metrics may not be the best predictors of 

All Souls’ future. 

 

Over the last several months we have engaged some formal 

and informal ways of assessing the various senses of purpose 

and energy people are bringing to All Souls.  This diagram is 

my way of reflecting what I have heard. Many bring to All 

Souls passions for worship, renewal, and inclusion. Above all 

else, however, you want All Souls to manifest Christian faith 

primarily through service, love, and spiritual vitality.  These 

are the core purposes you bring to All Souls as individuals, 

and I believe that we are called to engage them more and 

more deeply individually and in community. 

 



To that end, our first priority in the year(s) to come is to 

infuse these specific purposes into every aspect of our parish 

life. How can already vibrant parish structures like our choir, 

our men’s and women’s groups, our 20’s and 30’s group, our 

seniors group, and our Vestry become groups and gatherings 

where all souls SERVE, CARE, and GROW? How do we 

build upon the good work that has been accomplished by 

committees in these areas and engage the whole parish in 

these core purposes more deeply? 

 
In terms of growth, our primary pursuit must be depth 

rather then breadth.  We are looking first for spiritual 

growth. Communities that are obvious places of spiritual 

fruitfulness are magnetic and draw others. So we must also 

build capacity for numerical growth. We must renew our 

committee structures, clarify roles and responsibilities, 

confront some serious needs and limitations of our physical 

plant, examine the ways we invite, welcome, and connect 

newcomers, and engage all we are doing in processes of 

dynamic evaluation. 

 

While we are doing all of this, we must pay attention to the 

values about decision-making you have expressed. Widening 

participation through working groups, surveys, forums, 

Vestry processes, and the ways we share information will 

help us build trust among one another. This will take time 

and patience, however, and we must acknowledge that this 

work may slow us down a bit or take bandwidth away from 

other things we might enjoy more. 

 

All of these efforts will, inevitably, create some disagreement. 

What we have learned from our conversations is that All 

Souls, as a system, has tended to avoid conflict, often at the 

expense of more collaborative approaches. This has led to a 

little more “playing in our own sandboxes” than a growing 

church can sustain and may actually be curtailing our 

spiritual, interpersonal, and numerical growth. So we must 

ask how we might engage conflict in ways that build both 

trust and capacity. 

 

More than anything, what I have learned in these nearly five months among you is that 

there is a captivating spirit of renewal and forward movement among the people of All 

Souls.  I am confident that this is the Spirit, ready to lead us. So let us go forth, in the 

name of Christ!    



MOVING FORWARD IN FAITH  
 

In the weeks to come, we will build on the great work  

we’ve done in our Lenten Series of Adult Forums,  and  

reflect together on aspects of Father Jadon’s Palm Sunday  

presentation.  Join us in the Undercroft on Sundays at  

10 a.m, April 23 through May 14. 

 
SPECIAL GUESTS ON SUNDAY, APRIL 23  
 

The Capital Hearings, a local a capella group who rehearses and occasionally records albums here at 

All Souls, will be joining us during the 11 a.m. Mass on Sunday, April 23. They will sing our 

Offertory Anthem and Communion Motet. We will also celebrate the Baptism of Mary Mae 

Modzeleski Gabriel with her parents, Raymond and David, and their family. 

 
SIGN UP NOW FOR ALTAR FLOWERS & SANCTUARY CANDLE DEDICATIONS! 
 

Dedicating Sunday morning altar flowers or the weekly Sanctuary Candle is a meaningful way to 

remember a special anniversary, thanksgiving, or departed one. Donations related to these 

dedications pay for the flowers and candles themselves and also supplement other special expenses 

related to our sacramental life. More information and a dedication request form can be found at 

www.allsoulsdc.org/altarflowers. You may also request a dedication at office@allsoulsdc.org.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date! 
 

Upcoming Gatherings of All Souls Groups 
 

 20’s/30’s Group: April 23rd, Brunch at MediumRare, 12:45 p.m.;   

May 11th, Burgers & Board Games, 6:30 p.m. 

 Men’s Fellowship: May 10th,Undercroft, 6 p.m. 

 Wise & Mature Luncheon: April 26th & May 31st, immediately following the noon Mass 

 Women of All Souls: April 18th, Conference Room, 6:30 p.m. 

Annual Meeting   

The Annual Meeting will take place at approximately 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, May 21st, 

immediately  following one combined Mass at 10 a.m. 

  

The Institution of Our 8th Rector & Celebration of a New Ministry for All Souls  

Saturday, June 3rd, 10 a.m. 

All are welcome and encouraged to take part in this important parish event! 

 

 

 
 

 



MAY 8 WELCOME RECEPTION! . . . after the 11 a.m. Mass . . . an opportunity for those who are newer to 

our parish and those wondering about All Souls to join Father Jadon for a time of welcome, 

conversation, and Q&A. It has been some time since we have had a newcomer gathering, so if you 

have never been to one before, even if you have been here for a while, please feel welcome to come! 

RSVP to office@allsoulsdc.org. 

 

VOTER ELIGIBILITY FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING . . . On Sunday, May 21st immediately following one 

combined Mass at 10 a.m., we will hold our Annual Meeting to elect members of the vestry and to 

conduct other parish business. A list of eligible voters is posted in the undercroft and in both 

narthexes. If you intend to vote at the annual meeting, please take the time to confirm that your name 

is on the list. If you believe it has been left off in error, please contact one of the wardens, the rector, 

or the membership secretary.  
 

BE A 2018 CONVENTION DELEGATE?  . . . Every year All Souls, along with every other parish in the 

Diocese of Washington, sends two people to our diocesan convention.  This is normally a one-day 

affair in January where the affairs of the diocese are managed collectively by the bodies that comprise 

it.  If you are interested in serving as a delegate for All Souls next year, please send a brief statement 

of interest in an email to office@allsoulsdc.org by May 14.  If you have questions, please speak to the 

rector or one of the wardens. 
 

ENDOWMENT DINNER ON APRIL 25 . . . If you would like to know more about how and why gifts to 

our endowment are vital to our future, please attend our Endowment Board's dinner. Our very 

special guest will be Ken Quigley, a Program Director at the Episcopal Church Foundation in NYC. 

Please join us at 6:30 p.m. in the undercroft on April 25. Please RSVP to the parish office. 
  

EASTER RETREAT: BECOMING A GODSEND . . . The Diocese of Washington is hosting a silent retreat 

from Friday, May 12 through Sunday, May 14 at Bon Secours Retreat and Conference Center. $325 for 

the entire weekend, including private room & bath, and all meals. Register by Thursday, April 27. 

Forms can be found at https://is.gd/EDOWRetreat or in the new narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL SOULS EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; 202-232-4244 

www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at https://is.gd/asc_update. 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Owen Basil, Charlie Boone, Ralph Braun, Margaret Child, 

Carlos Guerra, Julia Gutierrez, Phillip Harrington, Reggie Harrington, Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, 

Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Joe Threadgill, and Merriam Woodhouse. Pray also for those in 

Foreign Service & overseas, & our armed forces on active duty . . . Contact the parish office to add 

names to the list. Names stay on for one month, unless the person submitting the name contacts the office to 

request continued prayers.  

https://is.gd/EDOWRetreat
https://is.gd/asc_update

