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WHEN WORDS DON’T WORK  

 

Those who read the parish newsletter or hear me preach will guess that I love words.  I 

like putting them together in patterns, making them rhyme sometimes, and having 

them point me and others in new directions.  St. John’s Gospel speaks to my faith on 

many levels as it proclaims, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.” But what happens when words fail?  What happens 

when words no longer seem to point to God?   

 

The various words that might be used to describe last Monday’s bombings in Boston 

don’t fit together.  They don’t belong together and they don’t make sense.  Words like 

joy, explosion, race, fall, crowd, exhilaration, child, and death don’t belong in the same 

sentence. There’s no reasonable story line that can connect them even though 

commentators and the rest of us do what we can to try to express emotion, confusion, 

outrage, anger, fear, and sorrow.    

 

Whenever words stop working, I try to stop, as well.  My stopping becomes a kind of 

prayer and I try to take a lesson from the story of Elijah the prophet, who also found 

himself in a situation that made no sense.   In 1 Kings 19, Elijah is tired, afraid, and at a 

loss for what to do. He basically “checks out” and goes into a cave.  He complains, 

“I’ve been zealous for the Lord,” but at this point, he despairs.  “I alone am left, and 

they are seeking to take my life.” God then somehow moves Elijah to stand outside the 

cave to stop and to wait.  There, God moves out of language and symbol altogether.  

God is not in the wind. God is not in the earthquake. God is not in the fire. Instead, 

God shows up in what scripture often translates as a “still, small voice.” But even that 

term does not quite hold God. The New Revised Standard Version translates God’s 

coming as “a sound of sheer silence.” It’s a sound that is not a sound, a word that is not 

a word.  And yet, somehow, in this full silence, this unspoken Word, Elijah hears 

strength and encouragement and purpose from God. Elijah leaves the cave changed 

and empowered by the spirit of God.  These days, my deepest prayers for peace, for 

healing, and for those who suffer, are prayers of silence.  I encourage you to join me in 

those prayers with faith in the God who needs no words to express love, because God 

is the final Word of love.  John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH  . . . In preparation for an updated parish Directory, a draft copy is 

in the undercroft for corrections and additions . . . Attendance on Sunday, April 14, at 

the 8:30 a.m. Mass: 38; at the 11 a.m. Mass: 131 . . . Pledges totaled: $9,259 and plate 

offerings: $460; online giving for the past week: $11,184. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . David MacDonald who is hospitalized, Walter G. 

Acham, Pamela Smith, Tami Andrus, Bill Stevens, Laurie Nicoli, Ann Kaplan, Fr. John 

Owens, Angus, Caroline Kopczynski, Mark Turner, Richard Haddad, Asanet 

Hacikoglu, Julia Gutierrez, Ryan Edmonds, Stephen Hoffman, Vivian Addington, 

Michael Dedman, Fr. James St. George, Joan Shapiro, Tom Mabon, Richard Doty, 

Susan Morrison, Martha-Lynn Corner, Kelly Maurer, Noah MacMillan, Don Davis, 

Harriet Wolf Arnold, Lisa Chimera, Wes Pickard, Lee Tidball, Peter Laugesen, David 

Hoffman, Bill Lambert, Bich Hoang, Louise Tesar, Marty Plissner, Paul Carter, John 

Gleason, Harriet Curry, Harvey Shapiro, Chris Spangler, Marilee Asher, Ted 

Greenfeld, Lou Hines, Stewart Brooks Jordan, Diana Kunkel, Margaret Child, Joe 

Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, Jim Morrison, Doug Gold, Bob Colborn, Clare, 

Frazier Russell, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Roger Mahan, Ana Hernandez, B. J. 

Warren, Walter Hollis, Gene Dunn, Elizabeth McKee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, Mark 

Henderson, Martha Holdgate, Chip Meyers, Marie & Duke Dow, Mary Beth 

McCutcheon, and Ted Field.  Pray for members of the parish in the Foreign Service and 

others working overseas, especially Steve Kerchoff, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our 

armed forces on active duty, especially Jack Severson.    

 

THE PRAYERS AND LOVE OF THE PARISH are extended to the Barnes family upon the 

death of Tony Barnes last week.  A Mass celebrating his life was held here on Tuesday.  

Please pray for the soul of Tony, for the Barnes family, and for all who mourn. 

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers at the high altar are given to the glory of God and 

in honor of the wedding of Thomas Heighter and Tim O’Mara . . . The flowers in the 

Mary chapel are given in celebration of the life of Courtney Stevenson, whose 

memorial was this past week.  

 

SPECIAL PARISH MEETING MAY 5 . . . A Special Meeting of the Members of All Souls 

Parish is called for Sunday, May 5, 2013, immediately following the 11 a.m. Mass, for 

the purpose of amending the by-laws of the corporation.  The proposed amendment is 

to change the term “partial year” to “partial term,” clarifying the term limit calculation 

for a member of vestry. Details and comments from the Rector are located in the 

narthex, the undercroft, and on the parish website in the Vestry section.  

 



VOTER ELIGIBILITY . . . In preparation for the annual parish meeting on May 19, the list 

of eligible voters is available in the narthex and the undercroft. If you expect to attend 

the meeting and to vote, your name must be on this list. If your name is not on the list 

and you consider yourself a member, please contact the membership secretary, Barry 

Huber, at church at (202)232-4244, or via email at membership@allsoulsdc.org.  

 

HELP FOR A PARISHIONER . . . On Saturday, April 27, parishioner Julia Gutierrez will be 

moving from St. Mary’s Court in Foggy Bottom to a residence in northeast 

Washington.  Most of her things will be packed by then, but a few volunteers to load, 

move, and unload would be greatly helpful.  Her son, Luis, will be in Washington for 

the last part of the week and will be coordinating things on Saturday, when we will 

meet at St. Mary’s Court (725 24th St NW) at 11 a.m.  If you can help, please let the 

parish office know at 202-232-4244 or office@allsoulsdc.org. 

 

A SPECIAL ADULT FORUM TODAY, APRIL 21: “Living Life to the Fullest by Embracing 

our Mortality” . . . In this season of resurrection, the adult forum allows us to think 

together about life, death, and life everlasting.  Come join Dr. Joy Carol to explore what 

is involved in a more restorative and fuller manner of living and dying and how that 

can take place. Joy writes a bi-weekly spiritual blog at www.joycarol.com/blog and is 

on the editorial team for SpiritualityandPractice.com. 

 

GARDEN GUILD . . . The garden guild will meet on Saturday, April 27, from 9:30 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m. to weed, prune, map out plants in the garden, and work on a plan for the 

removal of the back garden plants. A light lunch will follow at 11:30 a.m. Please sign 

up or call Jennifer Crier Johnston at (202) 488-3525.  

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN . . . All Souls Forward:  Living Up to our Name, our capital campaign 

for accessibility, will wind down on May 5 with a pledge party from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in 

the undercroft. We will have a short presentation at 4:30 p.m. about our fundraising 

progress, the building’s architecture, and our construction plans.  All are welcome, 

with a special invitation to people who have not yet made a campaign pledge but 

would like to do so.  If you’re not able to attend but would still like to pledge, please 

see Jeff Wells or any member of the capital campaign steering committee.  For more 

information you can also pick up a campaign brochure and pledge form in the 

Undercroft, or visit the capital campaign link at www.allsoulsdc.org. 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for the Fourth Week of Easter, April 21 through 27, please 

consult The Book of Common Prayer, page 960, “Week of 4 Easter.” 



 
APRIL 21, 2013:  THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Today Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.; Child care provided. 

 Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass; 

 Choir Rehearsal, choir room, 9 a.m.; Adult Forum, undercroft, 10 a.m. 

 A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; DC Citizens Federation Assembly Mtg., undercroft, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday 

 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass with Healing 

Rite, 12 p.m.; Wise and Mature Lunch, undercroft, 1:00 p.m.; Capital Hearings 

Rehearsal, undercroft, 7 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conference room, 7:30 p.m.  

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday No Farmer’s Market until May 2013; Garden Guild, 9 a.m.; Corda Nova 

Concert, nave, 7:30 p.m. (set up, nave, 5:30 p.m.) 

Liturgical ministers for the Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill; 11:00 a.m. CR1-Martha Domenico,  T1-Mark Hoffman, 

T2-Will Coley, Book-Tyler Doherty, CR2-Ed Perlman, TR-Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Jane Holloway, Sharon Nuskey Ford 

Greeters: Bob Publicover, Martha Domenico, Tony Domenico 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Karen McFadden, (NT) Kathleen Krepps, (PP) Bill Sherfey 

 11 a.m. (OT) John Wiecking, (NT) Heidi Rasciner, (PP) Joe Howell 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Jim Child, Kevin LeGrand, Clark Ball 

 11 a.m. Susie Bruninga, Tony Domenico, Bob Long, Ed McAllister 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: TBD 

Coffee Hour: Irene Butcher, Claire Swain, Mark Hoffman 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. 

Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music;  

Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


