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MARRIED LIFE  

 

Though June is traditionally the month for marriage, it seems as though I am 

officiating and speaking to people more about marriage in the month of May.  As with 

teaching a class or preaching a sermon, I always find that when I’m offering counsel to 

a couple, I end up learning more than I could ever possibly impart or extend. 

 

It so happens that I am talking and praying with couples about marriage at the same 

time that politicians are also talking a lot about marriage.  On May 8, North Carolina 

will vote on a proposed amendment defining marriage in the state constitution as 

between one man and one woman, and would ban any other type of "domestic legal 

union" such as civil unions and domestic partnerships.  Since same-sex marriage is 

already illegal in the state of North Carolina, this simply underscores and 

constitutionalizes it.  To me, not only does it seem bizarre, but it also just seems mean-

spirited.  I wonder about the married lives of the people who would craft and support 

such laws:  is there any love in their marriage?  Does marriage for some require so 

much energy, effort, and work that there is no more love left over?  If so, this would be 

unfortunate and unbiblical. 

 

Marriage is about “love left over.”  It is never just about two people.  Jesus performs 

his first miracle at the wedding at Cana, but he does so not to point to marriage in any 

particular way.  He performs a miracle of abundance to illustrate the overflowing, 

uncontrollable, and unpredictable love of God.  The miracle at Cana is consistent with 

the parables Jesus tells about the kingdom of God—that wherever God’s love is let 

loose, we had better look out, because anything is liable to happen.  Mustard seeds 

grow into giant trees.  Mountains are moved.  Bread is made to feed multitudes. And 

one person falls in love with another, hoping to share that love with others.   

 

When it comes to dim-witted and mean-spirited politicians, I am trying to follow the 

words of Jesus and pray for my enemies.  When it comes to marriage, I will continue to 

encourage, bless, and try to live the kind of marriage that creates overflowing love, 

love that imitates and reflects the ever-reaching love of God.  John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Please check the draft Parish Directory in the undercroft and 

make sure your information is up to date.  The deadline for changes before a new 

printing is May 6 . . . Attendance last Sunday at the 8:30 a.m. Mass: 40, at the 11 a.m. 

Mass: 137. . . Pledge offerings for the week were $7,5750.00 and plate offerings were 

$881.50.   

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . . John Gleason, Harriet Curry (who is out of the − 

hospital and recovering at The Methodist Home, 4901 Conn. Ave., NW), Dick & 

Norma Specker, Daniel Matthew Finn, Ted Greenfeld, Doug Wallace, Lou Hines, Vicki 

Drell, Janet Jones, Sally MacDonald, Stewart Brooks Jordan, Tom Mabon, Diana 

Kunkel, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, Jim Morrison, Doug 

Gold, Bob Colborn, Clare, Frazier Russell, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Roger Mahan, 

Ana Hernandez, B. J. Warren, Walter Hollis, Gene Dunn, Jim Wallace, Elizabeth 

McKee, Barb Chaffee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, 

Chip Meyers, Arthur Andrew Warren, Mary Beth McCutcheon, Ted Field . . . Pray for 

members of the parish in the foreign service and others working overseas, especially 

Steve Kerchoff, Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and members of our Armed 

Forces on active duty, especially Jack Severson.    

 

SEABURY SENIOR HONORS . . . Jim Child, nominated from All Souls, and Barry Huber, 

nominated from Church House, will be honored for their volunteer work and longtime 

contributions to the Episcopal Church on Monday, May 15.  Seabury Resources for the 

Aging sponsors the celebration at Noon at the National Cathedral.  All are welcome.   

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Flowers at the main altar are given to the glory of God and in 

celebration of the marriage and Zach Warrender and Tony Woods. . . Flowers in the 

Mary Chapel are given to the glory of God and in thanks for the prayers and support 

of the All Souls Family, given by Durward Womack.  

 

ADULT FORUM CONTINUES . . . Dan Davis’ new series entitled, “Faith in Art:  A Highly 

Selective Survey of Christian Art in the West” continues at 10 a.m. in the undercroft. 

Please join us for this new adventure in looking and learning about our faith.  

 

HONOR MERRIAM WOODHOUSE WITH 100 COOKIES . . . May is the traditional month for 

All Souls to provide cookies for the Episcopal Children’s Center.  ECC provides 

treatment, education, support and planning for emotionally troubled children. ECC is 

supported by the Diocese of Washington as well as individual churches which donate 

cookies on a rotating basis for snacks at the school.  For many years this project has 



been organized at All Souls by Merriam Woodhouse.  In continued celebration of our 

100 Year Anniversary and acknowledging Merriam’s many years of dedication, let’s 

gather one hundred dozen cookies in May!  Bring cookies (homemade or from the 

store), clearly marked for ECC, to the Kitchen and place them in the container 

provided.  Thank you in advance for your generosity toward youngsters who benefit 

from their experience at ECC.  Martha Domenico 

 

BREAKFAST WITH SAMARITAN MINISTRY . . . Please Join Samaritan Ministry for the Next 

Step Breakfast on Wednesday, May 16, from 8–9 a.m. at the National Press Club.  The 

Next Step Breakfast is a free fundraising event with no minimum (or maximum!) 

giving levels.  You and your guests are invited to attend, so everyone is welcome!  

Hear from participants, volunteers, and others about how the Next Step Program is 

changing lives. Judy Woodruff, of the PBS NewsHour, will serve as the mistress of 

ceremonies, the Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Washington will lead us in prayer, and the Girls’ Choir from the National Cathedral 

School will provide musical entertainment.  If you'd like to attend, please 

contact Knight Champion at 202-236-3403 or KChampion1@aol.com  

 

SUCCESSFUL EYEGLASS DONATION DRIVE—IT'S NOT TOO LATE. . . As of last week 41 

pairs of eyeglasses have been donated for delivery to the Lion's Club.  The 

used prescription eyeglasses and/or sunglasses will be matched by the Lion's Club to 

people in need in developing countries, allowing them to work, care for their families, 

and improve the quality of their lives. Due to numerous requests, the drive will be 

extended a few more weeks to Pentecost. Used eyeglasses may be dropped off in the 

collection box in the undercroft. For more details, please see Daniel Callis.  

 

ONGOING RESTORATION WORK . . . You may have noticed that work has started on the 

Bell Tower portico and doors, and on the stained glass windows facing onto the alley 

behind the church.  One can see that some of the structural wood on the portico has 

significant termite damage (though we are told this is very old damage.) The portico 

will be rebuilt over the next few weeks.  Work on the men's room adjacent to the 

Undercroft is on hold pending receipt of a contract for work to stop leakage through 

the exterior wall.   Thanks to your generosity, we're taking care of a lot of things that 

will ensure that our facility is in good shape for years to come.  The Vestry 
 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for May 6 through May 12, please consult the Book of 

Common Prayer, page 963, “Week of 5 Easter.”  
  



 

MAY 6, 2012: THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 Low Mass, 8:30 a.m., High Mass, 11 a.m. Child care provided. 

 Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 Adult Forum: Faith in Art, undercroft, 10 a.m. 

 Coffee Hour, undercroft, following 11 a.m. Mass. 

 A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass with healing rite, 12 noon;  Capital Hearings choral 

rehearsal, 7-10 p.m.; Christ House breakfast, 7 a.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass 7:30 a.m.;  

DC Citizens Federation Board meeting, conference room, 6-9 p.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, parking lot, 8:30-12:30;  

Confirmation at Washington National Cathedral, 10 a.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Fifth Sunday of Easter  

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill 

 11 a.m. CR1-Mike McGee, T1-Will Coley, Mark Porter, 

Book-Brenda Sol, CR2-Ed Perlman, TR-Mark Hoffman 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Jeff Wells 

Healing Ministers: 8:30 a.m. Nancy Aherne; 11 a.m. Lisa Watson 

Greeters: 11 a.m. Sharon Nuskey, Bob Publicover, Wesley Smith 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Marko Zlatich, (NT) Katherine Nordal, (PP) Tamara Floyd 

 11 a.m. (OT) William Stewart, (NT) Beth Moten, (PP) Josie Martin 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Jim Child, Clark Ball, Kevin LeGrand 

 11 a.m. Kathleen Scholl, Bob Long, Dale Lewis, Larry Sturgeon 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Joe Howell 

Coffee Hour: Kitchen Brigade, Tom Mabon coordinating 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Reverend John Beddingfield, rector; Mr. Isaac Borocz, parish administrator; The Reverend 

Christopher Worthley, adjunct clergy. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505;Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: allsouls1@aol.com; 

Email the Rector: jfbeddingfield@yahoo.com; Email the Vestry: allsoulsvestry@gmail.com 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

 Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


