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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS: ANTICIPATION 

 

Since our celebration of Easter, the assigned Biblical texts have hinted that something 

was coming that would change the lives of the disciples.  I am reminded of the song 

from the musical West Side Story. “Something’s coming, I don’t know what it is but it 

is gonna be great.  Around the corner…”  This could summarize the feelings of the 

disciples as Jesus tells them during his post-Resurrection appearances that he will send 

the Holy Spirit to them and to wait in Jerusalem for its coming. 

 

Anticipation can be exciting, hopeful, scary, and anxiety-producing all at the same 

time.   

The church celebrates the Ascension of Jesus forty days after Easter and Pentecost ten  

days later.  Those ten days may have felt like an eternity to the waiting disciples.  

Maybe they asked one another, “What would the Holy Spirit be like?  When would it 

come?” much like parents wonder about a child whose birth they are awaiting.   

Would the Holy Spirit resemble anything or anyone familiar?  Some of the disciples 

would certainly have said that the Hebrew Scriptures had stories about the Spirit 

speaking to prophets in visions; some would have heard about “the Spirit descending 

like a dove” and the voice that spoke to Jesus at the time of his baptism by John, “You 

are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:10-11) They might 

remember Jesus’s words to them, “…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you will be my witnesses … to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

 

As part of the service of Baptism, the priest says, “[Name], you are sealed by the Holy 

Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever.” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 308)  

Like the disciples people have a time of anticipation as they prepare for baptism as 

adults or confirmation if baptized as infants or children.  What does it mean to be 

sealed by the Holy Spirit?  We will really be changed forever?  We also have a time of 

anticipation while the Search Committee does its work—the parish profile, waiting for 

applications and then reviewing them, selecting those to visit, narrowing down the list 

to the few to be presented to the Vestry, and waiting for the Vestry’s decision.    
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Rather than worrying or being anxious, we might better spend our time asking 

ourselves how the Holy Spirit is acting in our lives and in the life of this community 

preparing you to not only welcome the new Rector, but also to recognize the new work 

that God is calling you to do together.  This is a time to ask yourselves, “What is God 

calling us to be and do moving forward?” It is a time to hold the past lightly, 

reverently but loosely, lest it prevent you from following where God would lead.  

Everyone, clergy and laity, bring something new to the community.  Take this time to 

discover, explore, and enjoy what they bring and consider how their gifts can enrich us 

all.  Virginia Brown-Nolan+ 

 

AROUND THE PARISH . . . Next Sunday, May 15, we will hold our annual meeting 

immediately following one combined Mass at 10 a.m. For more information, view the 

“Annual Meeting May 15” announcement below . . . This Sunday, May 8, is the last 

day to make changes to the draft of the next Directory, which is available for review 

and correction on the welcome table in the undercroft. New editions of the Directory 

will be available at the Annual Meeting . . . Attendance last Sunday, May 1, at 8:30 

a.m.: 23; at 11 a.m.: 101 . . . Pledge: $3,304; Plate: $15,534; Online Giving: $11,397. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Ralph Braun, Annie Buxton, Margaret Child, Anna 

Choi, Julia Gutierrez, Walter Hollis, Gloria Hudson, Chuck Hudson, Fred Jordan, Lee 

Kadrich, Susan Kindregan, Tony Maurice, Charles, Morris, Susan Morrison, Marsha 

Oates, Claretta Prescott, Jay Robbins, Joe Threadgill, Landis Vance, and Merriam 

Woodhouse. Pray also for those in Foreign Service & overseas, especially Scott Cecil 

and Chuck Hunter, & our armed forces on active duty. Contact the parish office to add 

names to the list. Names stay on our prayer list for one month, unless the person submitting the 

name contacts the parish office to request continued prayers.   

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers on the main altar are given by Pat Dresser to the 

glory of God and in loving memory of Jasper P. & Helen S. Horne.  

 

ANNUAL MEETING MAY 15. . . Following a combined mass at 10 a.m., a light lunch and 

congregation-wide meeting will be held downstairs in the undercroft, which will 

include the election of new vestry members.  All Communicants in Good Standing 

(people for whom we have a recorded baptism date, who have attended in the past 

year, and who have made contributions to the parish in some form) are eligible to vote. 

If you have a question about your eligibility, please check the voter eligibility list 

available for inspection in the narthexes and on the undercroft welcome table.  The 

final deadline to set voter eligibility for the parish meeting is this Sunday, May 8. 



THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES . . . candidates for open general member 

vestry positions: Elaine Eaker, Leigh Harrison, Barry Huber, and Heidi Rasciner.  

There are 3 general member positions open for 3 year terms and 1 position for a 2 year 

term replacing Daniel Callis, a current vestry member standing for Junior Warden.  If 

you have questions about this process, please speak to a member of the nominating 

committee: Martha Domenico, Jennifer Johnston, or Katherine Nordal. 

 

HEALING CLASS CONTINUES THIS WEDNESDAY . . . Rev. Brown-Nolan’s class on healing 

resumes this Wednesday, May 11, following the noon healing service. We will be 

reading healing stories in The Bible and learning about and practicing healing prayer as 

presented in The Healing Light by Agnes Sanford. 

 

COOKIES AND HEALTHY TREATS FOR ECC . . . Youngsters at the Episcopal Children’s 

Center look forward to cookies and healthy treats which are donated by area churches, 

and May is All Souls’ month to collect those snacks.   Please bring your clearly marked 

donations (cash is also accepted!) to the undercroft, and you’ll see a sign where to 

leave your non-perishable snacks.  For more information about the center and their 

work for the community, contact Martha Domenico (the.domenicos@verizon.net). 

 

CALLING ALL 20'S AND 30'S . . . to our first Burger, Bible and Beer (or Beverage) night in 

the back garden on Thursday, May 26 at 6 p.m.  We'll enjoy drinks, fellowship, and a 

brief scripture reading/discussion.  And we'll fire up the All Souls grill (donated by 

EMF) for the first time to welcome spring.  Your entry ticket is a food item for the 

Capital Area Community Food Bank.  See the baskets in the undercroft or check our 

website to learn what the food bank needs.  Feel free to bring friends.  The sign up 

sheet is on the welcome table in the undercroft.  For more information, see Kathryn 

Childers or Jeff Wells. 

 

WOMEN OF ALL SOULS . . . Please join us Tuesday, May 17 at 6:30 p.m. for a paper bag 

supper, Northumbria Evening Prayer, and a discussion of  Lauren F. 

Winners’ Mudhouse Sabbath. We will meet in the the rector’s office—opposite the 

conference room. All are welcome, especially newcomers. Please contact me if you 

have any questions: The Rev. Elizabeth Orens—eorensnoel@earthlink.net. 

 

THE WINDOWS OF ALL SOULS . . . An updated version of the Windows of All Souls 

brochure to incorporate the moving of windows for the accessibility addition is now 

available at the back of the nave, as well as on our website at 

http://is.gd/AllSoulsWindows. 
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MAY 8, 2016:  THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.; Child care provided;   

Breakfast following 8:30 a.m. Mass; Coffee Hour following 11 a.m. Mass;  

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; Inquirers’ Class, undercroft, 9:40 a.m.;  

A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Mtg., conference room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Mtg., conference room, 8 p.m. 

Tuesday Parish Administrators’ Luncheon, undercroft & kitchen, 12:30 p.m.; Vestry 

Meeting, conference room, 6:30 p.m.; D.A. Meeting, rector’s office, 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass w/Healing Rite, 12 p.m.; Healing 

Class, conference room, 12:45 p.m.; Communications Committee, 

undercroft, 6:30 p.m.; Cit. Fed. Board Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m.; 

Prayer Group, fireplace room, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.;  

All Souls are Green, conference room, 6:30 p.m. 

Friday A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday  

Liturgical ministers for The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acolytes: 11 a.m. (CR1) Marcia Anderson,  (T1) Jamie Finch, (T2) Will Coley,  

(Book) Martha Domenico, (CR) Heidi Rasciner, (TR) Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Jeff Wells 

Greeters: Greg DuRoss, Terry Horan, vEnessa Acham 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Marko Zlatich, (NT) Charlie Boone, (PP) Nancy Aherne;  

11 a.m. (OT) Calvin Zon, (NT) John Wiecking, (PP) Lee Tate 

Ushers: Josie Martin, Ellie Martin, Larry Sturgeon, Tony Domenico 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: Women of All Souls 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. Virginia Brown-Nolan, interim rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, The Rev. Cameron Soulis,  

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA, The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistants;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org;  

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org; senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

To receive this by email, sign up at 

http://allsoulsdclists.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update_allsoulsdclists.org 

 

 

 
 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 
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