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SOMEBODY MOVED THE BIG CANDLE   

 

On Holy Saturday we began our celebration of the Resurrection with the lighting of a 

new Paschal Candle.  (Pascha is a Latinized version of the Hebrew word for Passover, 

so that “paschal” becomes an adjective used to describe something that has to do with 

the Christian Passover, Easter.)  For forty days at All Souls, our Paschal Candle 

remains lit in the front of the church, reminding us of the risen Christ among us. 

 

But on the fortieth day after Easter, Ascension Day, we follow an old custom by 

extinguishing the Candle just after the Gospel is read.  We hear how Jesus walked with 

his disciples as far as Bethany, blessed them, and then “withdrew from them and was 

carried up into heaven” (Luke 24:51).  Some churches keep their candle burning 

through the Ascension and extinguish it on Pentecost.  While this extends the Easter 

season more fully, I wonder if we don’t miss an important insight if we pass too 

quickly over the Ascension.  The ten days between the Ascension and Pentecost can 

help us to keep faith as we watch, wait, and pray for the Spirit to come in new ways.  

 

I don’t think the Ascension is meant to be understood as Jesus being blasted into 

heaven like a rocket, or being carried gently by angels, or riding on a carpet of clouds.  

Jesus ascended “up” into the heart, mind, and soul of God.  He ascended into the 

fullness of God.  But however the Ascension happened, it left the disciples without 

Jesus.  It was like a light had been put out.  They must have been confused, 

disappointed, and more than a little afraid.  To deal with this in-between time, I 

imagine the disciples talked with each other, asked questions, and prayed.  In other 

words, they did the same things that we do whenever we feel as though we’re in the 

middle of something but can’t quite see the way out, whenever we feel bereft of God.   

 

Several years ago on a day soon after the Ascension, I recall a child in church saying to 

her parents, “Somebody moved that big candle.”  We have moved the big candle and 

its light might have shifted, but God never leaves us alone.  With faith and prayer, we 

continue to reflect on Easter even as we expectantly await the renewal of the Holy 

Spirit’s presence and power among us on Pentecost. John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . The annual meeting of the parish will take place in the 

undercroft this Sunday after the 11 a.m. Mass. New members of vestry will be elected 

and reports will be heard, including updates on our building plans and feasibility 

study for a capital campaign. Lunch will be served . . . Attendance last Sunday at the 

8:30 a.m. Mass: 46, at the 11 a.m. Mass: 111. . . Pledge offerings for the week were 

$9,975.00 and plate offerings were $806.10.   

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . . Marty Plissner, Marko Zlatich, Paul Carter, John 

Gleason, Harriet Curry, Harvey Shapiro, Chris Spangler, Joan Shapiro, Marilee Asher, 

Dick & Norma Specker, Daniel Matthew Finn, Ted Greenfeld, Doug Wallace, Lou 

Hines, Vicki Drell, Janet Jones, Sally MacDonald, Stewart Brooks Jordan, Diana 

Kunkel, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, Jim Morrison, Doug 

Gold, Bob Colborn, Clare, Frazier Russell, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Roger Mahan, 

Ana Hernandez, B. J. Warren, Walter Hollis, Gene Dunn, Jim Wallace, Elizabeth 

McKee, Barb Chaffee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, 

Chip Meyers, Arthur Andrew Warren, Mary Beth McCutcheon, Ted Field . . . Pray for 

members of the parish in the foreign service and others working overseas, especially 

Steve Kerchoff, Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our Armed Forces on 

active duty, especially Jack Severson.    

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in 

thanksgiving for the seminary graduation of Brenda Sol and Shawn Strout . . . On 

Pentecost, May 29, we will celebrate the baptism of Anthony Martin Beltran-Ward at 

the 11 a.m. Mass.  Anthony is the son of Marco Beltran and John Ward.  

 

CHANGE IN MICHAEL DANE BENEFIT CONCERT . . . On THURSDAY, May 24, one of 

our choir staff singers will offer a concert at 7 p.m. A portion of funds raised will go to 

the All Souls Accessibility Fund.  More at michaeldanemusic.com.   

 

ADULT FORUM CONTINUES . . . Dan Davis’ series entitled, “Faith in Art:  A Highly 

Selective Survey of Christian Art in the West” continues at 10 a.m. in the undercroft. 

Please join us for this new adventure in looking and learning about our faith.  

 

KEEP THOSE COOKIES COMING . . . Only 2 weeks left to bring cookies for the Episcopal 

Children’s Center!  Thanks to everyone who has already contributed, but we still need 

more.  It has been the custom of All Souls to collect cookies for the children who attend 

the school in the Chevy Chase neighborhood.  ECC provides treatment, education, 

support and planning for emotionally troubled children, and the cookies are a treat to 



them. Merriam Woodhouse has spearheaded this campaign for many years, and in 

recognition of her dedication and continuing our 100 Year Anniversary celebration, 

let’s gather 100 packages of cookies for our annual May donation to ECC.  Please bring 

your donations (we need 68 more packages) to the cookie box in the Undercroft.  

Martha Domenico 

 

SUCCESSFUL EYEGLASS DONATION DRIVE—IT'S NOT TOO LATE. . . As of last week 41 

pairs of eyeglasses have been donated for delivery to the Lion's Club.  The 

used prescription eyeglasses and/or sunglasses will be matched by the Lion's Club to 

people in need in developing countries, allowing them to work, care for their families, 

and improve the quality of their lives. Used eyeglasses may be dropped off in the 

collection box in the undercroft. For more details, please see Daniel Callis.  
 

ATTENTION ALL CHEFS . . . We need volunteer hosts for Breakfast and Coffee Hour at 

All Souls.  Our Sunday sexton, Moises Flores, who consistently makes the coffee, tea 

and punch, will happily assist in the food preparations.  Breakfasts can be as simple as 

scrambling eggs and frying some sausage or bacon.  The same is true with Coffee 

Hour: simpler is better.  Cookies, cakes, fruit, cheese, crackers, vegetables, dips, chips 

salsa . . . all are welcome.  The items just need to be put on plates and made ready to 

serve.  Moises will gladly put the plates out in time for the Coffee Hour.  Hosting 

breakfast or coffee hour can be a group or individual effort. We want to continue this 

time honored tradition at All Souls, but need your help.  Please see me or email me at 

tommabon@verizon.net if you have questions. Tom Mabon 

 

REACH OUT AND TOUCH SOMEONE (OR CALL, EMAIL OR OTHERWISE COMPEL) . . . The 

Outreach and Communications Committee will meet on Wednesday, May 23, in the 

Conference Room at 6:30 p.m.  We’ll discuss upcoming events including Capital Pride, 

Adams Morgan Day, and other community outreach and newcomer projects.  Please 

join us.  For more information, contact glebel412@aol.com.  Greg Lebel 

 

SPRING CLEANING & CHECKBOOKS . . . As you get ready for the summer, please 

remember to remember your pledge commitment to the operating budget of All Souls.  

We’ll keep the lights on and the A/C running so things are nice when you’re back from 

vacation.  Thank you for your support. 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for May 20 through May 26, please consult the Book of 

Common Prayer, page 965, “Week of 7 Easter.”  



 

 

MAY 20, 2012: THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: THE SUNDAY AFTER THE ASCENSION 

 Low Mass, 8:30 a.m., High Mass, 11 a.m. Child care provided. 

 Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 Adult Forum: Faith in Art, undercroft, 10 a.m. 

 Annual Parish Meeting, undercroft, following 11 a.m. Mass, 

a light lunch will be served. 

 A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass with healing rite, 12 noon; DC Citizens Federation 

Awards Program, undercroft, 6-9p.m.; All Souls Outreach & Communications 

Committee, conference room, 6:30-8 p.m.; Christ House breakfast, 7 a.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass 7:30 a.m.;  

Michael Dane recital, church & undercroft, 6-9 p.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, parking lot, 8:30-12:30;  

Liturgical ministers for the Seventh Sunday of Easter  

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill 

 11 a.m. CR1-Mike McGee, T1-Mark Porter, Gene Sexton, 

Book-Barry Huber, CR2-Heidi Rasciner, TR-Melissa Meyers 

Bell Guild: Bill Stevens, Ford Chinworth 

Greeters: 11 a.m. Lori Commins, Ed McAllister, Paul Meyer 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Jim Child, (NT) Jerry Fath, (PP) Karen McFadden 

 11 a.m. (OT) Gene Sexton, (NT) Rick Taylor, (PP) Will Coley 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Jim Child, Clark Ball, Kevin LeGrand 

 11 a.mIke Brannon, Beth Moten, Kathleen Scholl, John Sither 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast:  

Coffee Hour: Annual meeting, lunch provided by Vestry (catered) 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Reverend John Beddingfield, rector; Mr. Isaac Borocz, parish administrator; Dr. R. Benjamin 

Hutchens, II, director of music; The Reverend Christopher Worthley, adjunct clergy. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: allsouls1@aol.com; 

Email the Rector: jfbeddingfield@yahoo.com; Email the Vestry: allsoulsvestry@gmail.com 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

 Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


