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LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FORWARD 

 

I was reading the lead article from the Episcopal News Service this week on how 

Episcopal congregations are finding ways to engage in the current political cycle and 

found myself looking back at last week’s annual meeting.  I would like to share with 

you remarks from two of the clergy who shared how their congregations were 

engaged because they seem applicable to in-church politics as well. 

 

The Episcopal Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea (www.bbts.org) in Palm Beach, Florida, 

has “all kinds of people in church and some are better known than others, and my 

hope is that we all find a place where we can come together to talk honestly and 

openly about things,” said the Rev. James Harlan, the parish’s rector. Donald Trump is 

one of those people, having been married at the church in 2005. 

 

Harlan, who has preached on campaign conduct and campaign rhetoric, as well as 

how Christians can live beyond the winner-and-loser model, said [one] of his goals is 

that when people vote “they realize that their baptismal vows – to strive for justice and 

peace for all people, and respect the dignity of every human being – actually should 

influence the way they vote.” 

 

A few people have verbally or by email shared with me their distress at the tenor of the 

meeting.  I share their concern.  In seminary, we were assigned H. Richard Niebuhr’s 

book Christ and Culture and fifty years after it was published the issue is still timely for 

our consideration.  In a variety of churches over the years, I have seen what I consider 

conflicts between Christ and culture and rarely does it seem that Christ wins.  In the 

heat of passion, we seem to forget our baptismal vows (see above); we lose our ability 

to hear reason or see the bigger picture.  A few days have now passed, and I invite you 

to consider how the commitments we made when we renewed our baptismal vows in 

our worship immediately before the Annual Meeting could have been more visible in 

how we conducted our business.  All Souls is in a time of transition, but it is not a 

vacation from our vocation as followers of Jesus.  I close with a quote from the Rev. 

http://www.bbts.org/


Susan Russell, senior associate, All Saints Church in Pasadena, CA.  May we all 

increase our attention to the guiding of the Holy Spirit.    

 

“A congregation seeking to discern its vocation – or discern if it is being ‘called into a new place 

for a new reason’ – needs to listen to the Holy Spirit and listen for ‘what are the issues that 

make your heart beat fast as a congregation.’”  

 

Rev. Virginia Brown-Nolan+ 

 

STATEMENT FROM ALL LIVING FORMER SENIOR WARDENS 

 

The undersigned former senior wardens of this parish wish to express our unanimous 

support for the rector search committee of All Souls. We also hope that the airing of 

concerns in the annual meeting has brought all of us to a better understanding of 

positions, which although they may differ, all come from a mutual concern for the 

present well-being and future health and vitality of our spiritual home. Families, 

whether bound by ties of blood or affection, have their differences and squabbles. How 

those disputes are resolved makes the difference on maintaining family unity or 

continuing disaffection. 

 

We feel it is time to put the events of the past few days behind us, to learn our mutual 

lessons from them, and to go forward in faith that this process will result in the 

spiritual leader who is right for us at this point in time.  

 

Pray along with us for the members of our search committee, their wisdom and 

discernment regarding the candidates, our parish clergy, and our vestry. Finally, we 

pray for our bishop as the final authority in our search process and as the chief pastor 

of this diocese. 

 

Faithfully,  

 

Roy Woodall, Senior Warden 1989-1993 

Joe Howell, Senior Warden 1993-1997 

Pat Dresser, Senior Warden 1997-2001 

Mike McGee, Senior Warden 2001-2005 

David Hollis, Senior Warden 2005-2007 

Dale Lewis, Senior Warden 2011-2015 

 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . At the annual meeting last Sunday, May 15, Daniel Callis was 

elected as Junior Warden for a 2-year term, Elaine Eaker was re-elected as a general 

member for a 2 year term, & Ike Brannon, Barry Huber, & Heidi Rasciner were elected 

as new general members of the vestry for 3-year terms . . . Attendance last Sunday, 

May 15, at 10 a.m.: 140 . . . Pledge: $9,090.07; Plate: $234; Online Giving: $3,000. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Lydia Ash, Ralph Braun, Annie Buxton, Margaret 

Child, Kathryn Childers, Julia Gutierrez, Gloria Hudson, Chuck Hudson, Fred Jordan, 

Lee Kadrich, Tony Maurice, Charles, Morris, Susan Morrison, Claretta Prescott, Jay 

Robbins, Joe Threadgill, Landis Vance, and Merriam Woodhouse. Pray also for those in 

Foreign Service & overseas, especially Scott Cecil and Chuck Hunter, & our armed 

forces on active duty. Contact the parish office to add names to the list. Names stay on for one 

month, unless the person submitting the name contacts the office to request continued prayers.   

 

4TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF MUSIC . . . On Sundays in June, All Souls will be the home of 

a festival of music.  We need your help to get the word out to family & friends!  In 

addition to publicity, there are many ways for you to support the festival.  We need 

volunteers to host the weekly evening social and concert, food and drink donations, 

assistants for the candlelight compline service, etc.  I hope you will check out the 

website (www.allsoulsdc.org/music) and sign up as you are able. 

 

ALL SOULS AT CAPITAL PRIDE . . . The 2016 Capital Pride Festival will take place on 

Sunday, June 12 from noon to 7 p.m.   All Souls is planning to have a big presence 

again this year. We have a double booth, new stuff to hand out, and a story to tell. But 

we need your help to do all that.  We need volunteers to staff the booth from set-up to 

tear-down.  We will have a sheet on the table at the foot of the stairs in the undercroft 

for you to sign up for a shift  or two . This is always a fun day and an opportunity to 

show our welcoming spirit in the community.  Please join us.  For more information, 

contact Dale Lewis at dalealewis@aol.com or Greg Lebel at lebelgreg@gmail.com. 

 

NO HEALING CLASS NEXT WEDNESDAY . . . Rev. Brown-Nolan’s class on healing 

following the Wednesday noon healing service is taking a break next Wednesday and 

will resume on Wednesday, June 1. The group is reading healing stories in The Bible 

and practicing healing prayer as presented in Agnes Sanford’s The Healing Light. 
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COOKIES AND HEALTHY TREATS FOR ECC . . . Youngsters at the Episcopal Children’s 

Center look forward to cookies and healthy treats which are donated by area churches, 

and May is All Souls’ month to collect those snacks.   Please bring your clearly marked 

donations (cash is also accepted!) to the undercroft, and you’ll see a sign where to 

leave your non-perishable snacks.  For more information about the center and their 

work for the community, contact Martha Domenico (the.domenicos@verizon.net). 

 

CALLING ALL 20'S AND 30'S . . . to our first Burger, Bible and Beer/Beverage night in the 

back garden this Thursday, May 26 at 6 p.m.  We'll enjoy drinks, fellowship, and a 

brief scripture reading/discussion.  And we'll fire up the All Souls grill (donated by 

EMF) to welcome spring.  Your entry ticket is a food item for the Capital Area 

Community Food Bank.  See the baskets in the undercroft or check our website to learn 

what the food bank needs.  Feel free to bring friends.  The sign up sheet is on the 

welcome table in the undercroft.  Questions? See Kathryn Childers or Jeff Wells. 

 

BOOK DRIVE . . . Herndon Elementary School, a Title 1 school, is in need of new or 

gently used books for ages pre-school to middle school. They will be used this summer 

for the 2nd Annual Bookmobile which aims to keep students reading over the summer 

and reduce the achievement gap by creating a mobile library in the high need areas of 

our school boundary. You can drop books off in the bin in the undercroft or contact 

Stefanie Vestal at stef.vestal@gmail.com for more details. Thank you! 

 

SERVING ALL SOULS — HEIFER INTERNATIONAL . . . All Souls raised over $16,000 during 

lent for Heifer International, which was enough for us to purchase three arks of 

animals — a feat that has never been performed before in such a brief period of time.  

Heifer has sanctioned a representative to make a personal presentation of a plaque at 

the beginning of the coffee hour this Sunday, May 22. Charles Boone, Mbcc2@comcast.net 

 

SERVING ALL SOULS—TRIP TO HEIFER INTERNATIONAL FARM . . . By popular demand 

another trip is planned to the Heifer International farm in Sharpsburg, Maryland,  on 

Saturday, June 11. The trip will leave sharply at 10 am. from the church parking lot and 

will return around 5 p.m. The cost is $25 per person. Scholarships are available. Please 

Charlie Boone know as soon as possible if you are interested: mbcc2@comcast.net.  
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MAY 22, 2016:  THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: TRINITY SUNDAY 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.; Child care provided;   

Breakfast following 8:30 a.m. Mass;  Coffee Hour following 11 a.m. Mass; 

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Mtg., conference room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Mtg., conference room, 8 p.m. 

Tuesday D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass w/Healing Rite, 12 p.m.;  

Wise & Mature Luncheon, undercroft, 12:30 p.m. (following noon Mass); 

Healing Class, conf. room, 12:45 p.m.; Prayer Group, fireplace room, 7 p.m.; 

People Animals Love, conference room, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.; 20s/30s Barbeque, patio, 6 p.m. 

Friday A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday  

Liturgical ministers for The First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday 

Acolytes: 11 a.m. (CR1) Katherine Nordal,  (T1) Jamie Finch, (T2) Will Coley,  

(Book) Mark Porter, (CR) Ed Perlman, (TR) Barry Huber 

Bell Guild: Dan Weisshaar, Melissa Barrett 

Greeters: Diana Knyazeva, Elwood Gibson, Terry Horan 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Scott Yeomans, (NT) Charlie Boone, (PP) Kevin LeGrand; 

11 a.m. (OT) Terry Adlhock, (NT) Jim Hughes, (PP) Charles Briody 

Ushers: Debby Kelly, Rob Gibbs, Fernando Moran Arce, Al Muller 

Breakfast: Joe Howell 

Coffee Hour: Will Coley 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Rev. Virginia Brown-Nolan, interim rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, The Rev. Cameron Soulis,  

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA, The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistants;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org;  

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org; senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

To receive this by email, sign up at 

http://allsoulsdclists.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update_allsoulsdclists.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 
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