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THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WATER 

 

Perhaps the most familiar image for the Holy Spirit comes from the Acts of the 

Apostles where the Spirit descends with tongues of fire.  Flames of fire rest upon each 

of the followers of Jesus and they are filled with the Holy Spirit in such a way that they 

can communicate with one another in each one’s own language.  Many of us have 

grown up with an image of the Holy Spirit as a Spirit that burns within each of us.  It is 

a flame that might decrease or increase, but nothing can ever fully extinguish it.  

  

The Holy Spirit may burn like a flame; the Spirit also has to do with water.   We receive 

the Holy Spirit when we are baptized.  The water in which we die to sin is holy water 

and the water in which we are reborn is holy.  No matter what we do, we never fully 

wipe off its residue.  Like water from the Dead Sea that sticks because of its saline 

concentration, the water of the Holy Spirit clings to us and stays with us.    

 

Ireneaus of Lyons was a 3rd century bishop who preached about this connection 

between the Holy Spirit and water.  His audience would have been familiar with the 

basics of baking bread, and so, he writes of that image.  Dry flour, he points out, can’t 

become a lump of dough without water.  The flour becomes one loaf of bread only 

through the addition of moisture.  In the same way, Ireneaus argues, we do not 

become one in Jesus Christ our Lord without the water that comes down from heaven.  

Like dry ground that can’t grow a thing unless it receives moisture, like a tree that 

can’t grow fruit until there’s an abundant rainfall, the water of baptism and the Holy 

Spirit make us one in body and one in soul.   

 

We need the “dew of God,” Ireneaus says.  We need the dew of God, he says, so that 

we will not dry up, or be consumed by fire, or lose the ability to bear fruit. God’s dew 

refreshes, enlivens, and restores us. 

 

On the Day of Pentecost and the season that follows, we give thanks for the gift of the 

Holy Spirit that comes to through wind and fire, through water and breath.  May we 

receive a “second wind” from God’s Spirit this day and always.  John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Today at 10 a.m. in the undercroft, we conclude our series on 

the Holy Spirit.  Please join us as we explore the Holy Spirit through the Anglican 

tradition of Reason . . . Attendance last Sunday, May 17, at 8:30 a.m.: 35; at 11 a.m.: 93   

. . . Lights out in the kitchen?  Probably not.  The kitchen facelift included putting the 

overhead lights on motion sensors, but if the lights are turned off at the switch that 

overrides the sensor.  Eventually there will be a cover over the switch, but until that is 

installed please don’t use the manual switch . . . Pledge offerings for May 10: $4,850; 

plate: $379.08; online giving for the past week: $5,381. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Rt. Rev. James W. Montgomery, Jay Campbell, 

Geralyn Ritter, Raymond Campet, Rudolph Russell, Stuart Thompson, Edward Jiran, 

Kelle Long, Judith Esmay, Robert Strauss, Jason Micheli, Bill Eadie, the family of 

Tamara Floyd, Jason Andre, Joan  Shapiro, Howard Menaker, Michael Crowe, Betty 

Mabon, Irene Butcher, David Gariff, Edward Weber & family, Grace Lee, Oscar 

Longalong, Jim Houghton, Tim & Karla Cook, Francis Sierawski, Merry Lee Mabon, 

George Smith, Rob Six, Bertha Bowie, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Robert Harrison, Colin 

& Lindsay Walsh, Louise Lusignan, Ralph Braun, Carmel and Fred Jordan, Lee 

Kadrich, Jim Leanderson, Jennie R., Dotty Wallace, Terry & Ron Horn, Claretta 

Prescott, Julia Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Margaret 

Child, Joe Threadgill, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana Hernandez, Walter Hollis, 

Landis Vance, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, Chip Meyers.  Pray also for those in 

Foreign Service & overseas, especially Scott Cecil, Chuck Hunter, Vivian Manneh, Brad 

Moore, Michael Pate, Timothy Zlatich, & our armed forces on active duty. 

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers on the main altar today are given to the glory of 

God and in celebration of the marriage of Dallas Coffield, III and Michael Eachon.  

 

MAY 31 CELEBRATION OF OUR NEW BUILDING  . . . Next Sunday, May 31, we will have 

one Festive Mass at 10 a.m., followed by a grand Celebration of All Souls Forward, the 

completion of our new addition.  Even though we might be waiting for paint to dry, 

for inspections, or other last-minute details, we’re going to celebrate!   Plan to join us. 

 

CALLING ALL SOULS PHOTOGRAPHERS! . . . We want to get great photographs of our 

Celebration and Cornerstone Laying on Sunday, May 31st.  If you have a digital SLR 

camera and are a good shot, we'd like you to help us record the event for our web 

pages, archives, and Facebook page.  Please contact Jeff Wells or Martha Domenico if 

you are interested. 

 



AIR OUT YOUR SEERSUCKER . . . On Sunday, June 7, at the conclusion of the 8:30 a.m. 

and 11 a.m. Masses, we will kick off the summer with the Fifth Annual Blessing of the 

Seersucker.  Many may be familiar with the tradition of the “Kirking of the Tartans” 

held in Presbyterian and Episcopal Churches, but seersucker seems like the unofficial 

fabric of our clan and tribe (especially as we struggle through the summer humidity).  

Wear an item of seersucker (or other spring clothing) and join in the fun. 

 

CAPITAL PRIDE . . . For the past six years, Capital Pride has been a major outreach event 

for All Souls. This year, we will again have our own All Souls booth at the Pride 

Festival on Sunday, June 14. We need people to staff the booth in 2 hour shifts. The 

sign-up sheet for staffing the booth is on the Welcome Table in the Undercroft.  If you 

don't have an All Souls T-shirt from last year, please let Dale Lewis 

(DALEALEWIS@aol.com) or Greg Lebel (lebelgreg@gmail.com) know what size you 

need. T-shirts are free to people who help staff the booth.  

 

WOMEN OF ALL SOULS . . . Join us Tuesday, May 26, in the conference room for a 

candlelight dinner, evening prayer, and a discussion of Barbara Brown Taylor’s book, 

Learning to Walk in the Dark (Ch. 6 & 7). If possible, please bring a contribution for 

dinner. We are making plans to visit the Oblate Sisters of Providence in Baltimore (an 

African American Roman Catholic religious order devoted to teaching) on June 13—

come and find out more. Questions? Email Mother Orens at eorensnoel@earthlink.net. 

  

HELPING THE PEOPLE OF NEPAL . . . The Vestry approved a $1,000 donation to Episcopal 

Relief and Development for Nepal Earthquake Relief that was recommended by the 

All Souls Endowment Fund Board . . . Among the international relief organizations 

offering help is ERD (Episcopal Relief & Development). ERD is working with the 

ecumenical ACT Alliance in Nepal and local partners in northern India and southwest 

China to respond to urgent needs following the 7.8-magnitude earthquake that struck 

near Kathmandu. Read more and donate from the home page of the All Souls website.  

 

COOKIES FOR ECC . . . Once again it's time for All Souls to donate cookies to the 

Episcopal Center for Children.  Our primary support for this day school/treatment 

center for youngsters with behavioral challenges is our annual collection of cookies.  

They are used for snacks and with lunch for the children on campus, and the auxiliary 

board asks parishes to provide cookies during an assigned month.  The children are 

referred by schools in the metropolitan area to a lovely campus at Utah and Nebraska 

Avenues NW.  Watch for coming information about a gala party to honor the retiring 

director, Alan Korz, who has guided the school for many years. Martha Domenico  



READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE . . . Readings appointed for the week, May 24 through 

May 30, are listed in The Book of Common Prayer, page 968, “Week of the Sunday Closest 

to May 25” and at http://www.missionstclare.com/english/May/ritei/cal.html. 

 
MAY 24, 2015:  THE DAY OF PENTECOST: WHITSUNDAY 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;  

Child care provided;  Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass; 

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; Adult Forum, undercroft, 10 a.m.;   

A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.;  

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m.; D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meetings, conference room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday  

Liturgical ministers for the Day of Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill;  

11 a.m. CR1- Jamie Finch,  T1- Melissa Meyers, T2- Katherine Nordal, Book- 

Barry Huber, CR2- Heidi Rasciner, TR- Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Jeff Wells 

Greeters: Tony Domenico, Greg DuRoss, Sharon Ford 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Nancy Aherne, (NT) Marko Zlatich, (PP) Tamara Floyd; 

11 a.m. (OT) Jim Solomon, (NT) Jim Hughes, (PP) Pat Dresser 

Ushers: Josie Martin, Ellie Martin, Larry Sturgeon, Tony Domenico 

Breakfast: Charlie Boone, Robert Rix 

Coffee Hour: Anne Barnes, Colin & Kenzie, Emma George 

 
ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Cameron Soulis, 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin 

Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 
 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 

 

http://www.missionstclare.com/english/May/ritei/cal.html
http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update

