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ANTICIPATING THE ASCENSION 

 

Forty days after Easter, the church celebrates the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

At All Souls, we will anticipate the feast at the Noon Eucharist on Wednesday, May 28, 

as Father Shawn Strout celebrates the Mass and helps us think about the Ascension 

and its meaning for our lives.   

 

To speak of Jesus ascending is not to speak of a geographical or directional movement. 

He is not up any more than he is down. He is with God and within God. In that God is 

everywhere and within us, the ascension of Jesus is a way of saying that Christ is with 

us, that he is not off, away somewhere in a heavenly court. As Saint Augustine puts it, 

“[Jesus] did not leave heaven when he came down to us; nor did he withdraw from us 

when he went up again into heaven.” Jesus brings heaven to earth and earth to heaven.  

 

In the first chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, two angel-like characters appear to the 

disciples just after Jesus has ascended. They ask, “Why do you stand looking into 

heaven?” The disciples were human, very much like some of us. As much as I might 

hope to follow Jesus, I often do the spiritual equivalent of standing still, hesitating, and 

looking off into space. I wonder where God has gone and wait for him to come back 

and fix things. I don’t forgive others because I wait for Jesus to forgive them for me. I 

don’t say I’m sorry because I hold on to the belief that at some point there will be some 

perfect moment, some exceptional time when it will feel “right” to apologize. 

Sometimes we might hesitate to stop a habit or check an addiction or resist a recurring 

temptation, pretending that God will tell us when it’s really time to stop. Perhaps we 

wait for God’s hand to pick us up and put us in new place rather than having to make 

difficult decisions, or we simply carry around in our pockets deep dreams and deep 

secrets about what we might do, or what we might be, one day.  

 

The Ascension of our Lord asks us (among other things), “What are you waiting for? 

Why do you stand looking into heaven?” Jesus has ascended to the Father. Now it’s 

our turn to heal, to feed, to love, to minister, to challenge, to grow, to offer peace – it’s 

our time to be the Body of Christ in the world. John Beddingfield 

 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Our parish administrator, Mary Beth, will be out of the office 

this week attending the Ideas to Impact conference in Nashville, TN, where she will take 

classes on the programs we use to manage our finances, our membership database, 

and our website. In her absence, parishioner Bob Long will be filling in on Wednesday 

and one other day . . . The Rector will be on vacation, visiting family in N.C., this week, 

returning on Saturday. . . Attendance last Sunday at 10 a.m.: 140 . . . Pledge offerings 

totaled: $4,132; Plate offerings: $636; online giving for the past week: $5,058.77. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Elizabeth Orens, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Joan 

Shapiro, Robert Harrison, Colin and Lindsay Walsh, David Hoffman, Louise Lusignan, 

Dan Kessler, Nate Wright, Charlie and Patti Kalbaugh,  Melissa Meyers, Qwee Lan, F. 

Tejada, Nadine Williams, Ernstine Williams, Ralph Braun, Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, 

Jim Leanderson, Sandra Mabon, Hoyt Dunn, Jennie R., Walter G. Acham; Jim and 

Dotty Wallace, Claire Swain, Terry and Ron Horn, Betty Sheehan, Claretta Prescott, 

Julia Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Paul Carter, 

Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Doug Gold, Clare, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana 

Hernandez, Walter Hollis, Elizabeth McKee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, Mark 

Henderson, Martha Holdgate, and Chip Meyers.  Pray also for members of the parish 

in Foreign Service and those overseas, especially Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael 

Pate, and our armed forces on active duty.  

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Mark your calendars for June 1, 2014, when the All Souls Choir 

will join the choir from the Church of the Redeemer for Choral Evensong, 5 p.m., 6221 

Dunrobbin Drive at MacArthur Blvd, Bethesda, MD, 20816. 

 

PHIL MARTI MEMORIAL . . . On Saturday, May 31, at 1 p.m., we will offer a service 

celebrating the life of Phil Marti, with a reception following in the undercroft.  

 

ADULT FORUM . . . The Adult Forum series “Who Was Jesus?” concludes this Sunday, 

May 25. This presentation will focus on two recent works, Zealot by Reza Aslan and 

When Did Jesus Become God? by Bart Ehrman, two controversial books written by non-

Christians. If you have missed the first two sessions, come anyway since Joe will spend 

the beginning of the session catching people up. 

 

THE EPISCOPAL CENTER FOR CHILDREN . . . We’ve reached the end of our month long 

cookie/snack sponsorship for the Episcopal Center for Children.  This Sunday, May 25, 

is the last day to donate cookies and snacks.  Please leave them in our church kitchen.  

Thank you for your continued support of this annual collection.  For more information, 

email Martha Domenico at the.domenicos@verizon.net. 



WOMEN OF ALL SOULS: OUR NEXT TWO MEETINGS. . . Walking the Labyrinth at the 

Washington National Cathedral, Tuesday, May 27: Meet at the crossing at 6:30 p.m. For 

those who are interested, there is centering prayer in the Center for Prayer and 

Pilgrimage from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 3rd, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.: Our regular 

meeting with a candlelight dinner, lectio divina, and a discussion of Chapter 6, “The 

Practice of encountering Others,” and Chapter 7, “The Practice of Living with 

Purpose,” in Barbara Brown Taylor’s An Altar in the World. We will meet in the 

conference room down the hall from the parish office. All are welcome, especially 

newcomers. Please contact The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, eorensnoel@earthlink.net. 

 

AIR OUT YOUR SEERSUCKER . . . On Sunday, June 1, at the conclusion of the 11 a.m. 

Mass, we will kick off the summer with the Fourth Annual Blessing of the Seersucker.  

Many may be familiar with the tradition of the “Kirking of the Tartans” held in 

Presbyterian and Episcopal Churches, but seersucker seems like the unofficial fabric of 

our clan and tribe (especially as we struggle through the summer humidity).  Wear an 

item of seersucker (or other spring clothing), invite friends, and join in the fun. 

 

CAPITAL PRIDE . . . For the past five years, Capital Pride has been a major outreach 

event for All Souls. This year, we will again march in the Parade on Saturday evening, 

June 7, and have our own All Souls booth at the Pride Festival on Sunday, June 8. We 

want as many All Souls participants in the Parade as possible and we need people to 

staff the booth in 2 hour shifts. There are sign-up sheets for both events on the 

Welcome Table in the Undercroft. There will be a reception with dinner after the 

Parade in the Undercroft. We'll be providing additional information for all of the 

events by e-mail and fliers on the Welcome Table. If you don't have an All Souls T-shirt 

from last year, please let Dale Lewis or Greg Lebel know what size you need. T-shirts 

are free to people who march in the parade or help staff the booth. 

 

DINNER AFTER PRIDE PARADE . . . You don't have to march in the Pride Parade on 

Saturday, June 7, to join us for dinner and refreshments afterwards.  The festivities will 

start in the Undercroft when the parade contingent returns to All Souls – we anticipate 

that being between 7 and 7:30 p.m.  So that we can ensure that we have enough food 

and drinks, please sign up on the parade sign-up list on the Welcome Table indicating 

how many people will be coming to dinner.  

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for May 25 through May 31, please consult the Book of 

Common Prayer, page 965, for Trinity Sunday, and page 963, “Week of 6 Easter.” You 

can follow online at www.missionstclare.com. 



MAY  25, 2014:  THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Sunday Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;   

Child care provided; Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass; 

Adult Forum: The Life, Times, and Meaning of Jesus of Nazareth, 

undercroft, 10 a.m.; Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday 

 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m.;  

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m; Prayer Group, Mary Chapel, 7 p.m. 

Thursday  

Ascension Day 

No liturgical services at All Souls. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.;  

A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Phil Marti Memorial Service, nave and undercroft, 11 a.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill;  

11:00 a.m. CR1- Will Coley,  T1- Marcia Anderson, T2- Martha Domenico, 

Book- Tyler Doherty, CR2- Heidi Rasciner, TR- Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Jane Holloway, Heidi Rasciner 

Greeters: Martha Domenico, Tony Domenico, Lisa Watson 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Nathan Merrells, (NT) Peter Laugesen, (PP) Tamara Floyd; 

11:00 a.m. (OT) Jim Hughes, (NT) William Stewart, (PP) Jim Solomon 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand, Terry O’Bryan;  

11:00 a.m. Ike Brannon, Ed McAllister, Caroline Mottur, Tommy Mottur 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Dan & Adam Krepps 

Coffee Hour: TBD 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. 

Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music;  

Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

 

 

 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


