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THE SOAPY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST   

 

I’ve mentioned before my interest in the religious art of Andy Warhol.  I like the way 

he plays with images and ideas that were familiar to him from his Ruthenian Catholic 

upbringing in Pittsburgh.  Spiritual symbols are interspersed with objects commercial 

and secular.  The effect is jarring, but it often opens me to new insights about God. 

 

Warhol bases a number of paintings on the famous Last Supper by Leonardo da Vinci. 

In one, the Holy Spirit is represented not by wind, or fire, or a mysterious light.  

Instead, the Spirit shows up as the icon from Dove soap. Jesus is shown in his 

customary spot in the middle of the disciples at a long table, but there, hovering just 

over his head is that iconic symbol from the soap.  To underscore the point, Warhol 

includes the curvy, trademarked word in soapy script: Dove.   

 

There are many ways to interpret Warhol’s juxtaposition of the sacred and profane.  

Some suggest Warhol is criticizing the cheapening of religious images.  He is pointing 

out how easy it is for us to confuse a deep, symbolic, religious idea with a shorthand 

symbol of that idea. While I think this is an important part of Warhol’s message, I 

especially appreciate the way he makes a biblical connection by mixing the Holy Spirit 

with soap.   

 

At the baptism of our Lord, the Spirit of God descends upon Jesus “like a dove.”  Ever 

since, religious art has used the dove to represent the Spirit and brings with it layers of 

religious meaning.  It reminds us of the dove of hope and promise that Noah sent out 

to search for dry land after the flood.  It represents God’s chosen people Israel, as in the 

Book of the Prophet Hosea. Dove soap mixed with the Spirit reminds us that at 

baptism, we are washed clean.    

 

As we celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism on this Day of Pentecost, we could give soap 

bars as reminders of our baptism.  (But we won’t).  We will, however, remember our 

own baptisms, giving thanks that the Holy Spirit continues to cleanse us and renew us. 

The Spirit washes away the past and restores us for new faithfulness.   John Beddingfield  



AROUND THE PARISH . . . The June-July-August issue of The Message is available in the 

undercroft. Please pick up your copy and save the church the cost of mailing. . . The 

Adult Forum, “Faith in Art:  A Highly Selective Survey of Christian Art in the West” 

continues at 10 a.m. in the undercroft . . . The Wise and Mature Lunch is on 

Wednesday, May 30, following the Noon Mass . . . Attendance last Sunday at the 8:30 

a.m. Mass: 36, at the 11 a.m. Mass: 131. . . Pledge offerings for the week were 

$11,021.095 and plate offerings were $586.50.   

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . . Charlie Boone, Marty Plissner, Marko Zlatich, Paul 

Carter, John Gleason, Harriet Curry, Harvey Shapiro, Chris Spangler, Joan Shapiro, 

Marilee Asher, Dick & Norma Specker, Daniel Matthew Finn, Ted Greenfeld, Doug 

Wallace, Lou Hines, Vicki Drell, Sally MacDonald, Stewart Brooks Jordan, Diana 

Kunkel, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, Jim Morrison, Doug 

Gold, Bob Colborn, Clare, Frazier Russell, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Roger Mahan, 

Ana Hernandez, B. J. Warren, Walter Hollis, Gene Dunn, Jim Wallace, Elizabeth 

McKee, Barb Chaffee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, 

Chip Meyers, Arthur Andrew Warren, Mary Beth McCutcheon, Ted Field . . . Pray for 

members of the parish in the foreign service and others working overseas, especially 

Steve Kerchoff, Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our Armed Forces on 

active duty, especially Jack Severson.    

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers at the altar are given to the glory of God and in 

thanksgiving for the leadership of Stu Edwards, Sally MacDonald, Susan Morrison, 

and Gene Sexton, who have concluded their terms on the Vestry of All Souls . . . At the 

11 a.m. Mass we celebrate the baptism of Anthony Martin Beltran-Ward . . . On 

Saturday, June 2, at 10 a.m. at the National Cathedral, parishioner Shawn Strout will be 

ordained to the transitional diaconate.  All are invited. 

 

NOTES ON THE MUSIC . . . Brass and percussion instrumentalists join is this Sunday for 

the feast that is the Day of Pentecost.  In place of the Alleluia verse at the Gospel, the 

choir sings the traditional 12th century chant, “Come, Holy Spirit,” also known as the 

“Golden Sequence.” The offertory anthem is by the contemporary composer 

Christopher Hoh (b. 1959) and was written for Pentecost at the Church of St. Monica 

and St. James, Capitol Hill, in 2009.  

 

THE PARISH EXTENDS ITS SYMPATHY AND LOVE to Betty Bird upon the death of her 

mother, Mabel Douglas Bird, on May 16.   Please pray for the repose of the soul of 

Mabel, for Betty and her family, and for all who mourn . . . THE PARISH ALSO EXTENDS 



ITS SYMPATHY AND LOVE to Bill Miller, upon the death of his mother, Maureen F. Miller, 

on May 7.  Please pray for the repose of the soul of Maureen, for Bill and his family, 

and for all who mourn. 
 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR COOKIE DONATIONS . . . Youngsters at the Episcopal 

Children’s Center look forward to cookie treats which are donated by area churches.  

May is All Souls month to collect cookies for them to enjoy, and we still need 50 or 

more packages.  Please bring your donations (Cash is also accepted!) to the undercroft 

until June 3. Merriam Woodhouse has spearheaded this campaign for many years, and 

in recognition of her dedication and continuing our 100 Year Anniversary celebration, 

we’d like to reach our goal of 100 packages of cookies.  Martha Domenico 
 

STAINED GLASS RESTORATION . . . When you come up for communion today, you 

might want to look at the Angel with a Trumpet window near the Mary Chapel and 

the four lancet windows of the Evangelists at the rear of the church.  You may notice 

that they are a good deal brighter than they were in the past thanks to restoration 

efforts currently underway.  After church, you might want to go into the alley adjacent 

to the church to see the extent of the restoration efforts--particularly wood restoration--

that is happening.  Thanks for your generosity in making this possible!  The Vestry 

 

BLESSING OF THE SEERSUCKER . . . On Sunday, June 3, after the 11 a.m. Mass, we will 

kick off the summer with the Second Annual Blessing of the Seersucker.  Many may be 

familiar with the tradition of the “Kirking of the Tartans” held in Presbyterian and 

Episcopal Churches. But seersucker seems like the unofficial fabric of our clan and 

tribe (especially as we struggle through the summer humidity).  Wear an item of 

seersucker (or other spring clothing) and join in the fun. 

 

CAPITAL PRIDE . . . For the past three years, Capital Pride has been a major outreach 

event for All Souls. Please join us for the Parade on Saturday evening, June 9 and at the 

All Souls booth at the Pride Festival on Sunday, June 10. We want as many All Souls 

participants in the Parade as possible, representing the diversity of the parish. We ask 

people to staff the booth in 2 hour shifts. Sign-up sheets are on the welcome table in the 

undercroft. If you don't have an All Souls T-shirt from last year, please let Dale 

Lewis, Greg Lebel, or Jen Davis know what size you need. (T-shirts are free to people 

who march in the parade or help staff the booth.  We'll also have hats for participants.)  

 

FINAL WEEK FOR THE EYEGLASS DONATION DRIVE. . . As of last week 45 pairs of used 

prescription eyeglasses and/or sunglasses have been donated for delivery to the Lion's 



Club.  The used glasses will be matched by the Lion's Club to people in need in 

developing countries, allowing them to work, care for their families, and improve the 

quality of their lives. Eyeglasses may be dropped off in the undercroft. Daniel Callis  

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for May 28 through June 2, please consult the Book of 

Common Prayer, page 965, for Pentecost, and page 969, the weekdays “Proper 3.”  
 

 

MAY 27, 2012: THE DAY OF PENTECOST: WHITSUNDAY 

 Low Mass, 8:30 a.m., High Mass, 11 a.m. Child care provided. 

 Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 Adult Forum: Faith in Art, undercroft, 10 a.m. 

 Sunday School, 11 a.m. 

 A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday Parish Offices closed for Memorial Day; 

A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass with healing rite, 12 noon; Wise & Mature luncheon, 

undercroft, following noon Mass; Capital Hearings choral rehearsal, undercroft, 7-

10 p.m.; Christ House breakfast, 7 a.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass 7:30 a.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, parking lot, 8:30-12:30;  

EDOW Ordination reception, undercroft, 12-3 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Day of Pentecost  

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill 

 11 a.m. CR1-Dustin Schwarz, T1-Marcia Anderson, Martha Domenico, 

Book-Gene Sexton, CR2-Ed Perlman, TR-Barry Huber 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Larry Sturgeon 

Greeters: 11 a.m. Lori Commins, Ed McAllister, Paul Meyer 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Marko Zlatich, (NT) Nancy Aherne, (PP) Peter Laugesen 

 11 a.m. (OT) Josie Martin, (NT) Charles Petrosky, (PP) Harry Feely 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Jim Child, Clark Ball, Kevin LeGrand 

 11 a.m. Bob Colborn, Tony Domenico, Ed McAllister, Bob Publicover 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: Tom Mabon  

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  



The Reverend John Beddingfield, rector; Mr. Isaac Borocz, parish administrator; Dr. R. Benjamin 

Hutchens, II, director of music; The Reverend Christopher Worthley, adjunct clergy. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: allsouls1@aol.com; 

Email the Rector: jfbeddingfield@yahoo.com; Email the Vestry: allsoulsvestry@gmail.com 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

 Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


