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A WINNING BUILDING 

 

The liturgical scholar Aidan Kavanagh is often cited for his comment about worship 

space when he says, “In the end, the building always wins.”  Kavanagh is not 

suggesting we worship our buildings or over-value their usefulness.  But he is 

suggesting we notice what we have, acknowledge both gifts and challenges, and then 

make the most of our space as we worship God and invite others into the life of Christ.   

 

At All Souls we are blessed by our space, and today we celebrate a beautiful and 

important addition.  But we will continue to be challenged by entrances—the ways in 

which people come and go from our building.    

 

Since my first visit to All Souls in 2007 (when I found my way into the church through 

the tower door, around the snow blower, and into the Mary Chapel) I have puzzled 

over our entrances. People truly “come from east and west and north and south, and 

take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God” (Luke 13: 29) but this makes it 

impossible to greet everyone. Leaving the building after Mass involves even more 

options as people go into the undercroft for coffee hour, escape through the tower 

door, or use the Woodley Place door, the stairwell, the hallway, or soon—the new 

entrances to the parking lot and patio.  Ok, I give up.  The building wins!  

 

And yet, the more I think of it, our building wins in a way that actually suits us. Each 

of us comes to faith in God from a different place, at a different speed, and with 

varying amounts of enthusiasm and interest. Not everyone is ready to come in the 

main door, greet cheerful parishioners, and then leave by shaking the hand of a priest 

or a greeter.  And that’s all right.  In fact, that’s better than all right because our 

building helps us to be unusually well prepared to welcome a skeptical culture, to 

allow people to test the waters before jumping in, and to come and go as the Spirit 

moves.  I and the other clergy and parish leaders will continue to try to greet visitors 

and parishioners at every door. But as people come and go at their own pace, become 

involved more or less as they feel led, I will smile inwardly as our building continues 

to win, and helps us find God, each in our own way.  John Beddingfield  



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Mary Beth Howard, our parish administrator, attended the 

ACS Technologies “Ideas to Impact” conference in Dallas last week, learning more 

about how our church database, financial system, and website can be optimized for the 

mission of the Church . . .  Be sure to notice the two small, “new” pews in the back of 

the church on either side of the baptismal font.  These are parts of the old pews that 

were in the undercroft where there are now French doors.  Martha Domenico and Bob 

Long led the effort to salvage, and have pews re-sized and refinished.  A third “new” 

pew is in the new addition, under the Gethsemane window.  

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Rt. Rev. James W. Montgomery, Jay Campbell, 

Geralyn Ritter, Rudolph Russell, Stuart Thompson, Edward Jiran, Kelle Long, Judith 

Esmay, Robert Strauss, Jason Micheli, Bill Eadie, the family of Tamara Floyd, Jason 

Andre, Joan  Shapiro, Howard Menaker, Michael Crowe, Betty Mabon, Irene Butcher, 

David Gariff, Edward Weber & family, Grace Lee, Oscar Longalong, Jim Houghton, 

Tim & Karla Cook, Francis Sierawski, Merry Lee Mabon, George Smith, Rob Six, 

Bertha Bowie, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Robert Harrison, Colin & Lindsay Walsh, 

Louise Lusignan, Ralph Braun, Carmel and Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Jim Leanderson, 

Jennie R., Dotty Wallace, Terry & Ron Horn, Claretta Prescott, Julia Gutierrez, Vivian 

Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Evelyn 

Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana Hernandez, Walter Hollis, Landis Vance, Mark Henderson, 

Martha Holdgate, Chip Meyers.  Pray also for those in Foreign Service & overseas, 

especially Scott Cecil, Chuck Hunter, Vivian Manneh, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and 

our armed forces on active duty.  We pray also for the respose of the souls of Raymond 

Campet and Victor Wilburn. 

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers on the main altar today are given by Mark Hoffman 

to the glory of God and in celebration of the 94th birthday of the Rt. Rev. James 

Winchester Montgomery, retired Bishop of Chicago and a dear friend of All Souls . . . 

The flowers in the Mary Chapel are given by Art Warren to the glory of God and in 

memory of Marie Stapleton Warren and Lee Dennison. 

 

CHORAL EVENSONG THIS SUNDAY . . . This Sunday, May 31, at 5 p.m. the choir of All 

Souls will join with the choir of the Church of the Redeemer, Bethesda, to offer Choral 

Evensong in celebration of Trinity Sunday. The Church is located at 6201 Dunrobbin 

Drive. The combined choirs will offer music by William Mathias, Craig Phillips, and 

Charles Villiers Stanford. Since the Washington Folk Festival is going on down the 

street at Glen Echo Park, you might consider making an afternoon of it in the park, 

then joining us All Souls at Redeemer for evensong and the reception that follows.   



AIR OUT YOUR SEERSUCKER . . . Next Sunday, June 7, at the conclusion of the 8:30 a.m. 

and 11 a.m. Masses, we will kick off the summer with the Fifth Annual Blessing of the 

Seersucker.  Many may be familiar with the tradition of the “Kirking of the Tartans” 

held in Presbyterian and Episcopal Churches, but seersucker seems like the unofficial 

fabric of our clan and tribe (especially as we struggle through the summer humidity).  

Wear an item of seersucker (or other spring clothing) and join in the fun. 

 

CAPITAL PRIDE . . . For the past six years, Capital Pride has been a major outreach event 

for All Souls. This year, we will again have our own All Souls booth at the Pride 

Festival on Sunday, June 14. We need people to staff the booth in 2 hour shifts. The 

sign-up sheet for staffing the booth is on the Welcome Table in the Undercroft.  If you 

don't have an All Souls T-shirt from last year, please let Dale Lewis 

(DALEALEWIS@aol.com) or Greg Lebel (lebelgreg@gmail.com) know what size you 

need. T-shirts are free to people who help staff the booth.  

 

EMF WELCOMES BACK NORMAN WHITMIRE . . . The Episcopal Men's Fellowship will be 

meeting on Thursday, June 11 in the Undercroft.  The speaker will be the Rev. Norman 

Whitmire, a former parishioner of All Souls and currently rector at All Saints Episcopal 

Church in Woodhaven, New York. Norman will talk about his journey from doctor to 

theological student to parish priest and regale us with stories from his current church. 

(The Bishop of Long Island’s recording devices have been disabled, so the stories 

should be good.) The doors will open at 7 p. m. and dinner will be served for $15. Sign 

up in the undercroft or email Ike.brannon@gmail.com to RSVP.  

 

COOKIES FOR ECC . . . Once again it's time for All Souls to donate cookies to the 

Episcopal Center for Children.  Our primary support for this day school/treatment 

center for youngsters with behavioral challenges is our annual collection of cookies.  

They are used for snacks and with lunch for the children on campus, and the auxiliary 

board asks parishes to provide cookies during an assigned month.  The children are 

referred by schools in the metropolitan area to a lovely campus at Utah and Nebraska 

Avenues NW.  Watch for coming information about a gala party to honor the retiring 

director, Alan Korz, who has guided the school for many years. Martha Domenico  

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE . . . Readings appointed for the week, May 31 through 

June 6, are listed in The Book of Common Prayer, page 968, “Week of the Sunday Closest 

to June 1” and at http://www.missionstclare.com/english/June/ritei/cal.html. 

 

 

http://www.missionstclare.com/english/June/ritei/cal.html


MAY 31, 2015:  THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: TRINITY SUNDAY 

Sunday 

 

Festive Mass & Building Dedication, 10 a.m.; Child care provided;  

Reception in the undercroft, following 10 a.m. Mass;  

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 3 p.m.; 

Evensong, Church of the Redeemer, Bethesda, 5 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass with Healing 

Rite, 12 p.m.; Christ House Dinner, 5 p.m.; D.A. Mtg., conf. room, 6:45 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meetings, conference room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Fielding Graduate University, conference room, 9 a.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday 

Acolytes: 10 a.m. CR1- Mark Hoffman,  T1- Marcia Anderson, T2- Martha Domenico, 

Book- Barry Huber, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Jamie Finch 

Bell Guild: Kevin LeGrand, Larry Sturgeon 

Greeters: Terry Horan, Ed McAllister 

Lectors: 10 a.m. (OT) Scott Yeomans, (NT) Leigh Harrison, (PP) Jennifer Johnston 

Ushers: Kathleen Scholl, Robert Gibbs, Fernando Moran Arce, Susie Bruninga 

Celebration after the 

Combined Mass: 

The Vestry of All Souls 

 
ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Cameron Soulis, 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin 

Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 
 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 

 

http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update

