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INCARNATIONS 

 

Christians believe that God became incarnate, that God entered our world in the flesh 

of a human.  In doing so, God blessed the material world, in no uncertain terms.  

Things—bodies, houses, tools, works of art—are all good.  Though we might misuse 

the material world from time to time, God made it, and God makes it holy.  

 

One of the most important ways that we experience God’s ongoing work of 

incarnation is through the sacrament of Holy Communion, Christ’s Body and Blood. 

The gift and mystery of this sacrament is the focus for this Sunday, with its Latin 

nickname for the Body of Christ, Corpus Christi. Since at least the thirteenth century, 

Christians have used the Thursday after Trinity Sunday and the subsequent weekend 

to reflect on the Holy Eucharist and its place in our life.    

 

Since this is also the first Sunday of June, at All Souls, we also take a lighter approach 

to giving thanks for the material world and celebrate the beginning of summer with 

our Fifth Annual Blessing of the Seersucker.  This brief service is our take on the 

“kirking” or blessing of the tartans, celebrated by Washington National Cathedral, the 

City of Alexandria, VA, and others.  While tartans may represent ancestral links for 

some, we think that seersucker might better represent our clan, especially as we 

struggle through a hot D.C. summer and still try to look nice.   

 

A full celebration of the Incarnation of God would give thanks for the Body and Blood 

of Christ, but also give thanks for our own bodies, the bodies around us, and all the 

gifts of the material world. Of the various things for which we might be thankful—

shelter, transportation, and the stuff that makes our work and lifestyles possible—we 

probably wouldn’t rank seersucker very high among them.   But perhaps that’s as 

good a reason as any to bless and give thanks for something simple.  It allows us to lift 

up a small and insignificant thing for God’s blessing and delight. It is a good practice. 

 

Especially this Sunday, let us give thanks for our God who has become flesh to be with 

us and to show us how to live in the world with love, justice, and joy.  John Beddingfield  



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Enormous thanks to all those who helped to make last 

Sunday’s Dedication and Laying of the Cornerstone so fantastic.  More people than can 

be named in print pitched in to clean, set up, host, welcome, clean up, and attend to all 

the little details that made the day so very special.  Extra-special thanks goes to our 

choir volunteers who made beautiful music in the morning and then reconvened to 

make beautiful music again at Evensong at the Church of the Redeemer . . . Be sure to 

notice the two small, “new” pews in the back of the church on either side of the 

baptismal font.  These are parts of the old pews that were in the undercroft where 

there are now French doors.  Martha Domenico and Bob Long led the effort to salvage, 

and have pews re-sized and refinished.  A third “new” pew is in the new addition, 

under the Gethsemane window . . . Attendance last Sunday, May 31, at the 10 a.m. 

dedication service: 214  . . . Pledge offerings for May 24: $3,828; plate: $489.08; online 

giving for the past week: $5,103. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Rt. Rev. James W. Montgomery, Jay Campbell, 

Geralyn Ritter, Rudolph Russell, Stuart Thompson, Edward Jiran, Kelle Long, Judith 

Esmay, Robert Strauss, Jason Micheli, Bill Eadie, the family of Tamara Floyd, Jason 

Andre, Joan  Shapiro, Howard Menaker, Michael Crowe, Betty Mabon, Irene Butcher, 

David Gariff, Edward Weber & family, Grace Lee, Oscar Longalong, Jim Houghton, 

Tim & Karla Cook, Francis Sierawski, Merry Lee Mabon, George Smith, Rob Six, 

Bertha Bowie, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Robert Harrison, Colin & Lindsay Walsh, 

Louise Lusignan, Ralph Braun, Carmel and Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Jim Leanderson, 

Jennie R., Dotty Wallace, Terry & Ron Horn, Claretta Prescott, Julia Gutierrez, Vivian 

Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Evelyn 

Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana Hernandez, Walter Hollis, Landis Vance, Mark Henderson, 

Martha Holdgate, Chip Meyers.  Pray also for those in Foreign Service & overseas, 

especially Scott Cecil, Chuck Hunter, Vivian Manneh, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and 

our armed forces on active duty.  We pray also for the respose of the souls of Raymond 

Campet and Victor Wilburn. 

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers on the main altar today are given by Mark Hoffman 

to the glory of God and in joyful celebration of summer birthdays. 

 

CAPITAL PRIDE . . . For the past six years, Capital Pride has been a major outreach event 

for All Souls. This year, we will again have our own All Souls booth at the Pride 

Festival on Sunday, June 14. We need people to staff the booth in 2 hour shifts. The 

sign-up sheet for staffing the booth is on the Welcome Table in the Undercroft.  If you 

don't have an All Souls T-shirt from last year, please let Dale Lewis 



(DALEALEWIS@aol.com) or Greg Lebel (lebelgreg@gmail.com) know what size you 

need. T-shirts are free to people who help staff the booth.  

 

SUMMER ON SOCIAL MEDIA . . . Wherever you go this summer, take a picture of 

yourself and a cross (or of a cross by itself) and post it to Facebook, Instagram, 

Pinterest, and/or Twitter with the hashtag #allsoulsdcsummer. It can be a cross you’re 

wearing, you standing next to a cross on a building, or any other cross that calls out to 

you – get creative and help us stay in touch this summer! 

 

WOMEN OF ALL SOULS . . . Please join us this June (date TBA, at 6:30 p.m.) for a 

candlelight dinner, centering prayer, and a discussion of Barbara Brown Taylor’s book, 

Learning to Walk in the Dark (Chapters 8, 9, & Epilogue). If possible, please bring a 

contribution for our dinner (fruit, vegetable, salad, or dessert). We will meet in the 

conference room, down the hall from the parish office. All are welcome, especially 

newcomers! Please contact Rev. Elizabeth Orens if you have any questions: 

eorensnoel@earthlink.net. 

 

EMF WELCOMES BACK NORMAN WHITMIRE . . . The Episcopal Men's Fellowship will be 

meeting on Thursday, June 11 in the Undercroft.  The speaker will be the Rev. Norman 

Whitmire, a former parishioner of All Souls and currently rector at All Saints Episcopal 

Church in Woodhaven, New York. Norman will talk about his journey from doctor to 

theological student to parish priest and regale us with stories from his current church. 

(The Bishop of Long Island’s recording devices have been disabled, so the stories 

should be good.) The doors will open at 7 p.m. and dinner will be served for $15. Sign 

up in the undercroft or email Ike.brannon@gmail.com to RSVP.  

 

JUNE 18 IS THE NELSON MANDELA DAY OF PUBLIC SERVICE . . . Nelson Mandela believed 

that we are all valued and equal members of the community. Join the Diocese of 

Washington’s Southern Africa Partnership Committee in a day of public service in 

memory of Mandela on his birthday, Saturday, July 18, at Grace Episcopal Church in 

Georgetown. We will prepare and share lunch with the homeless and those at the 

margins of being homeless. Our lunch will include reflections on Mandela's life-long 

commitment to serve all people. We will begin at 10:30 a.m., share lunch at 11:30 a.m., 

and finish by 2 p.m. You can register at https://goo.gl/Pr7q7n.  

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE . . . Readings appointed for the week, June 7 through 

June 13, are listed in The Book of Common Prayer, page 970, “Proper 5” and at 

http://www.missionstclare.com/english/June/ritei/cal.html. 

mailto:eorensnoel@earthlink.net
https://goo.gl/Pr7q7n
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JUNE 7, 2015:  CORPUS CHRISTI 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.;  

High Mass with Healing Rite, 11 a.m.; Child care provided;   

Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass;  

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Communications Committee, conference room, 6 p.m. 

Wednesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass with Healing 

Rite, 12 p.m.; D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.; St. Mary’s Court, 3 p.m.;  

Cit. Fed. Board Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m.; Capital Hearings 

Rehearsal, choir room & nave, 7 p.m.; Men’s Fellowship, undercroft, 7 p.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meetings, conference room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday  

Liturgical ministers for Corpus Christi 

Acolytes: 10 a.m. CR1- Marcia Anderson,  T1- Mark Hoffman, T2- Will Coley, Book- 

Martha Domenico, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Melissa Meyers 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Ford Chinworth 

Greeters: Steve Merrill, Paul Meyer, Lisa Watson 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Kathleen Krepps, (NT) Kevin LeGrand, (PP) Tamara Floyd; 

11 a.m. (OT) Daniel Callis, (NT) Lee Davis, (PP) Terry Adlhock 

Ushers: JoAnn LaFon, John Coates, Bob Long, Bill Miller 

Healing Ministers: TBD 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: TBD 

 
ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Cameron Soulis, 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin 

Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 
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To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 
 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 
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