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THE OFFENSE OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

The practice at my former parish, St. Mary the Virgin, is to move through Times Square on 

Corpus Christi Day, carrying the Blessed Sacrament in a monstrance, for all to adore and 

celebrate.  I remember the rector of another parish getting very upset about this. He was 

deeply offended. My colleague felt this was a “dangerous practice,” worrying that the 

Blessed Sacrament might be defiled, disparaged, or misunderstood. 
 

While I try to take great care in the celebration of all the sacraments, I have increasingly 

moved away from feeling overly responsible for the Holy Eucharist.  As I often say at 

Mass by way of invitation, “It is not for us to decide who is worthy and who is unworthy, 

who is ‘in’ and who is ‘out.’  God can work out the details.”  I mean this not as sloppy 

sacramental theology, but rather, as a deeply held belief in the power and mystery of God.  
 

Last year, we decided to offer a Eucharist in the middle of the Capital Pride Festival. As I 

have reflected on that practice and our plans to celebrate the Eucharist again this year 

(Sunday, June 8, 4 p.m., booths R111 and R112, entrance to the festival at 7th St. and Penn. 

Ave., near the Archives/Navy Memorial Metro Station), it occurs to me that our “Street 

Communion,” in some ways, offends all the right people.  Devout Roman Catholic and 

Anglican friends are offended at the very idea.  Secular people who want no part of 

organized religion are offended for other reasons.    
 

But I think we probably should be offended by the Eucharist. We all should be offended by 

Christ’s Body and Blood if that brings us to any new realization that we don’t control or 

dispense God, and that God is larger and more loving than we ever imagined.  
 

In the Sacrament of his Body and Blood, Jesus offers himself:  God in flesh and blood, 

poured out for all people.  Christ died for everyone—not just the good, not just the holy, 

and certainly not just for those educated enough to articulate a formal doctrine of the 

Eucharist.   We take medicine not when we’re healthy, but when we’re sick.  In a similar 

way, we should participate in the Holy Eucharist on the way to healing, to wholeness, to 

forgiveness, and to eternal life. I hope you’ll join me at the altar of All Souls, in hospital 

rooms, homes, and even in the streets, as we continue to proclaim the death and 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and welcome all in his name.   John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . After today’s 11 a.m. Mass, head down to the Capital Pride 

Festival (entrance at 7th and Pennsylvania Ave. NW), where All Souls has a booth from 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Capital Pride is the annual celebration of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender persons and their friends, families, and supporters. All Souls uses this 

opportunity to “be the Church in the public square” and to extend the love of Christ to 

all people. A Street Mass will be celebrated at 4 p.m. . . . Attendance on Sunday, May 

25 at 8:30 a.m.: 35; 11 a.m.: 96; last Sunday, June 1 at 8:30 a.m.: 37; at 11 a.m.: 101 . . . For 

the week of May 25: Pledge offerings totaled: $3,057; Plate offerings: $366; for the week 

of June 1: Pledge offerings totaled: $5,572; Plate offerings: $698; online giving for the 

past two weeks: $3,788. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Robert Alfandre, Elizabeth Orens, Robert “Mitch” 

Mitchell, Joan Shapiro, Robert Harrison, Colin and Lindsay Walsh, David Hoffman, 

Louise Lusignan, Dan Kessler, Nate Wright, Charlie and Patti Kalbaugh,  Melissa Meyers, 

Qwee Lan, Ralph Braun, Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Jim Leanderson, Sandra Mabon, Hoyt 

Dunn, Jennie R., Walter G. Acham; Jim and Dotty Wallace, Claire Swain, Terry and Ron 

Horn, Betty Sheehan, Claretta Prescott, Julia Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, 

Susan Morrison, Paul Carter, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Doug Gold, Clare, Evelyn 

Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana Hernandez, Walter Hollis, Elizabeth McKee, Landis Vance, 

Ruth Huber, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, and Chip Meyers.  Pray also for 

members of the parish in Foreign Service and those overseas, especially Chuck Hunter, 

Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our armed forces on active duty. Pray also for the repose 

of the soul of Arthur Lotz.  

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Flowers on the main altar today are given to the glory of God and 

in thanksgiving for parents, friends, family members, and allies of LGBT members of All 

Souls, past and present. 

 

FARMER’S MARKET RELOCATED . . . While our parking lot is closed for construction, the 

farmer’s market run by Twin Springs Fruit Farm will be temporarily relocated to the 

Maret School, 3000 Cathedral Ave., NW, on Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., May 3 

through Christmas. More information at info@twinspringsfruitfarm.com. 

 

BE A PART OF A TEAM TO PRAY ABOUT THE FUTURE OF ALL SOULS . . . RenewalWorks is a 

process that invites reflection and pause, an opportunity to think and pray more deeply 

about our faith and where God might be calling each of us to grow.  These questions are 

asked of the whole congregation by way of a survey that will be offered in the fall of 

2014.  The results will be compiled in a lengthy report that comes back to the parish in 

2015, which then can be one basis for conversation and reflection about future programs, 

mailto:info@twinspringsfruitfarm.com


classes, ministries, and worship opportunities.  We need a group of eight to ten people 

who are willing to be a part of a team trained to guide the survey and interpret the 

results.  If you are interested in being a part of this, please let the rector or a member of 

vestry know.  

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP IN JUNE . . . The Episcopal Men's Fellowship will be meeting next on 

Monday, June 23. This meeting's speaker will be parishioner Bob Long, who will be 

discussing highlights from his architectural career and providing his thoughts on the 

current state of the science. We will meet in the Undercroft, with the social hour 

beginning at 7p.m. and a dinner being served around 7:45 for the low cost of $15.  

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PRAYERS . . . Dionne Warwick’s song, “I say a little prayer for you,” 

follows a day in the life of a woman who prays for her love to be reciprocated and from 

the song, it sounds as though the woman prays all day long for an answer to her prayers. 

We, in some ways, are like the woman praying for reciprocated love, but the difference is 

that our prayers for love are guaranteed to be answered because the One we pray to has 

promised:  “Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear” (Isaiah 

65:24). At 7 p.m. on Wednesday nights, All Souls hosts a prayer group that is always eager 

to receive newcomers.  “Come and say a little prayer for you,” (and me, us, and them), 

assured that God answers and hears.  Will Coley 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HOST BREAKFAST AND COFFEE HOUR . . . Consider teaming 

up with friends, your foyer dinner group, or a church committee in which you 

participate. Sign-up sheets are located in the undercroft. Please see Jennifer Johnston or 

Daniel Callis if you have any questions. 

 

HELPING THE HUNGRY . . . Please bring canned goods or boxed foods such as rice, 

beans, cereal, and pasta. Our Food Bank coordinators are David Cooper 

(davidncooper@verizon.net) and Bob Long (boblongmail@aol.com).  Let us know if 

you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns.  Please drop off food items in the 

bins located at the church vestibule entry. 

 

SUMMER STEWARDSHIP . . . Even though many people travel during the next few months, 

the church continues to pray, sing, and serve.  Please consider volunteering to help in the 

garden, assist with Sunday breakfast or coffee hour, sing in the choir, usher, read, or lead 

a summer Adult Forum discussion.  Also, please continue to support All Souls financially.  

Especially during the summer, online giving can make things simpler.  To find out more 

about online giving via All Souls Connects, visit www.allsoulsdc.org/login.  
 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/login


 JUNE 8, 2014:  THE DAY OF PENTECOST: WHITSUNDAY 

Sunday Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;   

Child care provided; Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass; 

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.;  All Souls Booth at Capital Pride Festival, entrance 

at 7th & Pennsylvania Ave, NW, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Mass at 4 p.m.) 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Communications Committee, conference room, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m.;  

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m; Prayer Group, Mary Chapel, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.; St. Mary’s Court, 3 p.m.;  

Cit. Fed. Board Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.;   Strawberry Gathering in memory of Bob Colborn, 11 

a.m. , National Arboretum, Grove of State Trees ; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 

6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Cameron Soulis Ordination, National Cathedral, 10 a.m.;  

Albert−Roberts Marriage Blessing, 3 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Day of Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill;  

11:00 a.m. CR1- Will Coley,  T1- Marcia Anderson, T2- Martha Domenico,  

Book- Tyler Doherty, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Heidi Rasciner 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Sharon Nuskey Ford 

Greeters: Nathan Merrells, Dave Lenox, Lori Commins 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Kathleen Krepps, (NT) Kevin LeGrand, (PP) Tamara Floyd; 

11:00 a.m. (OT) Daniel Callis, (NT) Lee Davis, (PP) Terry Adlhock 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand, Terry O’Bryan;  

11:00 a.m. Beth Moten, Susie Bruninga, John Coates, Bill Miller 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: TBD 

Coffee Hour: The All Souls Choir 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Christopher 

Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music;  

Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


