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LOOKING AT THE BODY OF CHRIST   

 

Since at least the thirteenth century, Christians have set aside a special day known as 

Corpus Christi, “the body of Christ.” It has served as a day for meditating on the Holy 

Eucharist and the ways in which Christ makes himself known to us in the breaking of 

bread.  In some ways this feast reverberates from the Last Supper on Maundy 

Thursday.  It is traditionally celebrated on the first Thursday after Trinity Sunday. At 

All Souls, we observe the actual day of Corpus Christi but also transfer the major 

celebration to the next Sunday.  Accordingly, this Sunday we will focus on the Body of 

Christ in the readings, music, and hymns; and we will participate in the Body and 

Blood of Christ in the Holy Eucharist.  But there is more.  

 

A former rector and mentor of mine used to point out the irony that so many of us 

reverence the Eucharist and the altars from which the Eucharist is shared and yet, we 

often treat one another in ways far less reverential.  We forget that we also bear the 

image of Christ.  Jesus feeds us with his Body so that we can be his body, the Church.  

This Sunday we will add to the Body of Christ as we baptize and welcome Linda 

Mahler.  And just to make sure that our celebration afterwards is accessible to the full 

body of Christ our coffee hour will take place on the front lawn of the church.  

 

It is also appropriate that on this Corpus Christi Sunday we will light the new candles 

under our fourteen Stations of the Cross.  Ed Perlman sketched the idea for iron 

sconces which were recently made by a craftsman in Baltimore.  They were installed 

last week by John Coates and will be lit for the first time this Sunday.  As we notice our 

Stations of the Cross in new ways and admire their beauty, we can recall the sacrifice 

Jesus made for us.  We can ask how Christ might be calling us to “take up our cross” 

and follow him daily.  In this way, our Corpus Christi is more than piety.  It is prayer 

that leads us into action as God continues to move, speak, and love in our world. 

 

Last week we blessed seersucker.  This week we contemplate some of the deepest 

mysteries of the Christian faith.  From silly to serious, we can rejoice in being called as 

God’s people, the Body of Christ.  John Beddingfield  



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Please join us at the All Souls booth at the Pride Festival this 

afternoon, Sunday, June 10. For the past three years, Capital Pride has been a major 

outreach event for All Souls.  The entrance to the festival is at 7th St, NW and 

Pennsylvania Ave. NW.  Please help us welcome all in the name of Christ . . . 

Attendance last Sunday at the 8:30 a.m. Mass: 43, at the 11 a.m. Mass: 140 . . . Pledge 

offerings for the week were $13,492.00 and plate offerings were $754.00.   

 

RESTRUCTURING OF PARISH STAFF . . . As the church grows and the program and 

mission needs of the parish change, we have come to a difficult decision.  This week 

concludes our employment of Isaac Borocz as parish administrator.  We are providing 

Isaac with a severance package and will encourage him in pursuing the next steps of 

his vocational and professional journey.  We will miss his pastoral presence, humor, 

and intelligence. Over the next few weeks, we will be fine-tuning a new position 

description and will soon be advertising for a full-time position that can take full 

advantage of our communication and database capabilities, support the mission and 

growth of the parish, and help to increase financial transparency, efficiency, and 

stewardship. Please keep Isaac in your prayers.  I also ask for your prayers for our 

parish and your patience during this transition.  John Beddingfield 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . . Bich Hoang, Minnie Woods Pridgen, Louise Tesar, 

Marty Plissner, Marko Zlatich, Paul Carter, John Gleason, Harriet Curry, Harvey 

Shapiro, Chris Spangler, Joan Shapiro, Marilee Asher, Dick & Norma Specker, Daniel 

Matthew Finn, Ted Greenfeld, Doug Wallace, Lou Hines, Sally MacDonald, Stewart 

Brooks Jordan, Diana Kunkel, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, 

Jim Morrison, Doug Gold, Bob Colborn, Clare, Frazier Russell, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris 

Cobb, Roger Mahan, Ana Hernandez, B. J. Warren, Walter Hollis, Gene Dunn, Jim 

Wallace, Elizabeth McKee, Barb Chaffee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, Mark Henderson, 

Martha Holdgate, Chip Meyers, Arthur Andrew Warren, Mary Beth McCutcheon, Ted 

Field . . . Pray for members of the parish in the foreign service and others working 

overseas, especially Steve Kerchoff, Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our 

Armed Forces on active duty, especially Jack Severson.    

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers at the altar are given to the glory of God and in 

memory of my parents John E. & Elizabeth J. Curry and my brother Edward L. Curry, 

given by Harriet Curry. . . The flowers in the Mary Chapel are given to the glory of 

God and in memory of Nancye Suggs, given by Laurence Suggs. 

 

 



MUSIC NOTES . . . Today’s music celebrates Corpus Christi. British composer Nicholas 

White provides today's offertory anthem. He sets the text, Ave Verum Corpus, to music 

similar in style & texture to that of Mozart's Laudate Dominum from the Solemn 

Vespers. Our own staff singer, Ellen Roche, is the soloist. The communion motet is one 

I have used on the last full choir Sunday of every year since I began work as a church 

musician. The text, originally in Swedish, but sung in English today, is a 'psalm of 

summer' reminding us of God’s bounty & beauty this season.  Ben Hutchens  

 

MUSIC THIS SUMMER . . . As we enter into the summer, we bid farewell to our choir and 

staff singers.  Full choir will resume in September. I hope you will join me in thanking 

all of our choristers for a year of dedicated service and beautiful music.  While the full 

choir will be on vacation, we will have soloists and small vocal ensembles to provide 

musical leadership in our services. Voice lessons are available to anyone in our parish - 

just send Ben an email for more information at ben.hutchens@gmail.com. 

 

ADULT FORUM DURING THE SUMMER … During the month of June, we will discuss Mere 

Christianity by C. S. Lewis and in July we will discuss Take this Bread by Carol Miles.  In 

August we will discuss the lectionary readings appointed for the day.  The Adult 

Forum meets on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the undercroft.  Join us when you can. 

 

CLEAN (AND CHEAP) ENERGY . . . As you may be aware, starting this summer, All Souls 

will go further in support of its stewardship of God's creation by converting to 

electricity that comes entirely from wind, a renewable resource.  This change will also 

save the parish money because the rate per kilowatt hour is lower.  All Souls has 

partnered with Clean Currents in this change, and Clean Currents is also offering the 

same rate to members of the parish who are DC or Maryland residents and want to 

power their own homes or business entirely from wind and save money.  The rate 

offered is lower than the residential rate offered by PEPCO and BGE.  Signing up is 

easy and can be done online at http://cleancurrents.com/index.php/rcpp.  If you prefer, 

paper applications are also available.  If you have any questions, send an email to Tony 

Domenico at the.domenicos@verizon.net or call him at 202.364.5349 and he will assist 

you and answer questions.  As an added incentive, All Souls receives $20 for every 

parish household that enrolls.  The deadline for signing up is July 9, 2012.  

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for June 10 through June 16, please consult the Book of 

Common Prayer, page 971, “Proper 5.”  
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JUNE 10, 2012: CORPUS CHRISTI SUNDAY 

 Low Mass, 8:30 a.m., High Mass, 11 a.m.   Child care provided. 

 Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 Adult Forum: Mere Christianity Book Discussion, undercroft, 10 a.m. 

 Sunday School, 11 a.m. 

 Coffee Hour, front lawn, following 11 a.m. High Mass 

 Capital Pride Festival, 11 a.m-6 p.m. 

 A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m.; Christ House dinner, 4 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass with healing rite, 12 noon;  

Christ House breakfast, 7 a.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass 7:30 a.m.;  

DC Citizen Federation meeting, undercroft, 6-9 p.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, parking lot, 8:30-12:30;  

Janian-Lawless Blessing of Marriage, church, 1-2:30 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for Corpus Christi Sunday  

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill 

 11 a.m. CR1-Mike McGee, T1-Marcia Anderson, Heidi Rasciner, 

Book-Katherine Nordal, CR2-Ed Perlman, TR-Mark Hoffman 

Bell Guild: Bill Stevens, Cynthia Powell 

Greeters: 11 a.m. Martha Domenico, Tony Domenico, Wesley Smith 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Scott Yeomans, (NT) Margaret Romig, (PP) Tamara Floyd 

 11 a.m. (OT) Peter Laugesen, (NT) Pat Dresser, (PP) Fred Jordan 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Jim Child, Clark Ball, Kevin LeGrand 

 11 a.m. John Coates, Dale Lewis, Bill Miller, Kathleen Scholl 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: Choir, Daniel Callis coordinating 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Reverend John Beddingfield, rector; The Reverend Christopher Worthley, adjunct clergy;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: allsouls1@aol.com; 

Email the Rector: jfbeddingfield@yahoo.com; Email the Vestry: allsoulsvestry@gmail.com 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


