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MARY MAGDALENE’S DEMONS (PART 1) 

 

“The twelve were with [Jesus], as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and 

infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out… “(Luke 8:1-3) 

 

Mary Magdalene’s healing obviously had a huge impact on her because she became a 

faithful follower of Jesus.  We don’t know if Magdala is the city of her birth or a 

description of her.   In Aramaic: מגדלא (Magdala) meant "elegant," "great," or "tower" 

(viz. "great place").  What we are not told was what those demons were. Looking back 

to her time and cultural heritage, I will speculate on what they might have been.  

 

The status of women recorded in the Old and New Testaments is not enviable.    Jesus’ 

message that they were beloved of God, of value as human beings and worth listening 

to (consider his conversations with Mary and Martha and the Samaritan woman at the 

well) must have been both unexpected and welcome. 

 

1.  Powerless: trapped within cultural expectations; no choice about marriage (e.g. 

Solomon had 200 wives gifted for political alliances); no decision-making over their 

own bodies (e.g. Bathsheba taken by King David); Tamar raped in 2 Samuel 13:18-19. 

 

2.  Dependent on fathers, husbands, or sons (e.g. Naomi and Ruth); women could not 

own property and were considered the property of their fathers or husbands, as were 

children, livestock, and slaves. 

 

3.  Voiceless: cultural double standards (e.g. “the woman caught in adultery,” 

outspoken women subject to punishment). 

 

4.  Low Status/Low Self-Esteem: value, roles, and options defined by men; no legal 

protections (e.g.  women could be divorced and put out for no reason and without 

recourse;  Sarai/Sarah, Hannah valued only by number of sons produced).   

 



5.  Unloved: women/girls traded like chattel;  male children preferred, educated, made 

heirs, etc.; inferior because they were female; Greek philosophy’s dualism (i.e. 

rationality and intellect associated with men ; earthiness and  emotionalism associated 

with women). 

 

6. Hopeless for improving their situation; barred from educational options; isolated 

(e.g. the blood taboo, cannot speak to men in public); limited roles (mothers, servants, 

concubines, prostitutes). 

  

7.  Unacceptable: e.g. the “sinner woman” who anointed Jesus feet with the expensive 

ointment. 

 

What demons do you still have? Do they limit your relationship with God?  With 

others? Demons affect how we see ourselves.  Are you ready to really look so that you 

can be whole?  Rev. Virginia Brown-Nolan+ 

 

AROUND THE PARISH . . . Join us this Sunday, June 12, as we continue our music 

festival. There will be a musical prelude at 10:45 a.m., followed by High Mass at 11 

a.m. Music will include Missa Brevis in F Major, K. 192, "Confitebor Tibi"  from Vesperae 

solennes de confessore, K. 339, and "Adoramus Te," K. 327. We will end the day with 

candlelight compline at 8:30 p.m. . . . Attendance last Sunday, June 5 at 8:30 a.m.: 31; at 

11 a.m.: 137 attendance at the 6 p.m. reception: ~100; at the 7 p.m. concert: ~200; at the 

8:30 p.m. compline: ~30 . . .  Pledge: $4,414; Plate: $609; Online Giving: $3,560. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Lydia Ash, Ralph Braun, Margaret Child, Kathryn 

Childers, Julia Gutierrez, Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Gertrude Martin, Chip Meyers, 

Susan Morrison, Anne Marie Morotte, Marsha Oates, Jay Robbins, Kathleen Sullivan 

and family, Lee Tate, Joe Threadgill, Landis Vance, and Merriam Woodhouse. Pray 

also for those in Foreign Service & overseas, especially Scott Cecil and Chuck Hunter, 

& our armed forces on active duty. Contact the parish office to add names to the list. Names 

stay on for one month, unless the person submitting the name contacts the office to request 

continued prayers.   

 

ALL SOULS AT CAPITAL PRIDE . . . On Sunday, June 12, All Souls has booth Red 304/305 

at the Pride Festival which runs from noon until 7 p.m.  The Festival entrance is at 7th 

Street and Pennsylvania Ave near the Archives Metro stop.  Please pay us a visit, or, if 

you have time, we can always use extra hands in the booth.  Virginia will be offering 

communion at the booth at 4 p.m.  For information, contact DALEALEWIS@aol.com. 
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THE LOVE AND SYMPATHY OF THE PARISH  . . . are extended to Lee Tate on the death of 

his grandmother. Pray for the repose of the soul of Lee’s grandmother, for Lee and his 

family, and for all who mourn. 

 

IN MEMORY OF IRENE BUTCHER . . . Irene Butcher’s nephew and family deeply 

appreciated the important role of our church in her life and happiness. They’ve asked 

that anyone wishing to honor her consider a donation in her memory to All Souls. 

 

SERVING ALL SOULS . . . is our umbrella ministry for service and charitable outreach to 

our city and the world.  We’ll be meeting Saturday, June 18 at 9:30 a.m. in the 

conference room.  If this sounds interesting, please join us!  For information, contact 

Dale Lewis (DALEALEWIS@aol.com) or Melissa Barrett (mlb707@gmail.com). 

 

HEALING CLASS CONTINUES . . . Rev. Brown-Nolan’s class on healing continues 

following the Wednesday noon service. The group is reading healing stories in The 

Bible and practicing healing prayer as presented in Agnes Sanford’s The Healing Light. 

 

EPISCOPAL MEN’S FELLOWSHIP . . . EMF will meet on Thursday, June 23 in the 

undercroft. This month's speaker will be Elwood Gibson, who who will be speaking on 

the visual presentation of department stores past and present. Fellowship hour begins 

at 7 p.m. and dinner will be served at 8 p.m. We ask for a contribution of $15 to help 

defray costs. To RSVP, please email chiefdeputyusher@gmail.com. 

 

WOMEN OF ALL SOULS . . . Please join us Tuesday, June 14 at 6:30 p.m. for a paper bag 

supper, fellowship, Northumbria Evening Prayer, and a discussion of Lauren F. 

Winners’ Mudhouse Sabbath (chapters 4 & 5). We will meet in the Rector’s office 

opposite the conference room. All are welcome, especially newcomers. Questions? 

Please contact The Rev. Elizabeth Orens at eorensnoel@earthlink.net. 

 

LET YOUR MESSAGE BE HEARD! . . . There is a microphone on the podium that can be 

pulled closer to the speaker. If one hears coughing, it is often the congregation’s  

automatic response to being unable to hear. So please speak up or pull the mic closer. 

 

GONZALO (NICK) GUERRA . . . one of the original gardeners and flagstone installer for 

the original back garden was hiking in the Shenandoah and stopped by to see the new 

garden and extension before returning to his job in Panama. It has been ten years since 

he lived and worked here. He loved the new garden and extension and especially 

appreciated we had saved the flagstones. 
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JUNE 12, 2016:  THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Prelude, 10:45 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.; Child care 

provided;  Breakfast following 8:30 a.m. Mass;  Coffee Hour following 11 

a.m. Mass; Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m.; 

Communion at Pride, 4 p.m.; Candlelight Compline, nave, 8:30 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Mtg., conference room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Mtg., conference room, 8 p.m. 

Tuesday  Women of All Souls, rector’s office, 6:30 p.m.; 

D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass w/Healing Rite, 12 p.m.;  

Healing Class, conf. room, 12:45 p.m.;   

20s/30s Barbecue, undercroft & patio, 6 p.m.;  

Prayer Group, fireplace room, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.; Festival Choir Rehearsal, undercroft, 

7 p.m; Capital Hearings Rehearsal, choir room, 7 p.m. 

Friday A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Serving All Souls, undercroft, 9 a.m. 

Liturgical ministers for The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 11 a.m. (CR1) Will Coley,  (T1) TBA, (T2) TBA,  

(Book) Mark Porter, (CR) Ed Perlman, (TR) Heidi Rasciner 

Bell Guild: Bill Stevens, Kathy Ruffing 

Greeters: Elwood Gibson, Steve Merrill, vEnessa Acham 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Marko Zlatich, (NT) Nancy Aherne, (PP) Scott Yeomans; 

11 a.m. (OT) Larry Sturgeon, (NT) Jim Solomon, (PP) Sung by the Choir 

Ushers: Susie Bruninga, Debby Kelly, Bob Long, Larry Sturgeon 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: Loaves & Fishes (Jennifer Crier Johnston) 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Rev. Virginia Brown-Nolan, interim rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, The Rev. Cameron Soulis,  

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA, The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistants;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org;  

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org; senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

To receive this by email, sign up at 

http://allsoulsdclists.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update_allsoulsdclists.org 

 

 

 
 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 
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