
ALL SOULS WEEKLY                   
VOLUME 7, NUMBER 30, JUNE 22, 2014 

 

 

 

 

PERFECTING OUR PRAISES 
 

Our prayer book contains a beautiful prayer for church musicians and artists (p. 819).  

It includes the petition, “Be ever present with your servants who seek through art and 

music to perfect the praises offered by your people on earth.”  I love that phrase.  It 

assumes that the people, the assembly, those in the pews and out of them, are the 

primary praise-makers.  Musicians and artists simply amplify, encourage and sustain 

those praises, seeking to make them perfect.  “Perfection” should be understood as 

completeness, wholeness, lacking for nothing.  I’m grateful to our musicians for all 

they do to move us in that direction.     

 

On Wednesday, I joined the annual conference of the Association of Anglican 

Musicians for the day to which clergy are invited.  While I loved the music, I could not 

help but be a little saddened at some of the people I met.  In my first fifteen minutes, I 

met a musician who had just resigned her position because she could not get along 

with her priest.  I encountered a priest or two who had attended simply to further their 

own agenda.  When I explained that this was my first conference, a musician told me 

that I had picked the right year to attend, since the conference two years ago included 

a “knockdown, drag out fight” between clergy and musicians.  

 

As often happens when I am in such places, I’m almost embarrassed to talk about the 

relationships, the quality of our music, and even more importantly, the quality of our 

prayer at All Souls.  Our choir volunteers are amazing with the time they give us, the 

energy, the care, the individual and group practice, and the love they bring.  Our four 

section leaders wear their credentials lightly and share with us their hearts. Students 

from Georgetown Day School join us sometimes. From them all, we hear their love for 

God, as well as their affection for Ben and each other.   

 

Today is the last official Sunday for our choir season.  I hope you will join me in 

thanking our choir and Dr. Hutchens for all their good and faithful work this year.  I 

am grateful for the many ways in which they continually help us to perfect our praises 

(and to have a lot of fun along the way).  John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Join us this afternoon for the Newcomers’ Reception from 4 

p.m to 6 p.m.  If the weather is nice, we’ll be on the front lawn.  Otherwise, join us in 

the air-conditioned undercroft . . . Attendance last Sunday, June 15, at 8:30 a.m.: 31; at 

11 a.m.: 114.   

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Rob Six, Bertha Bowie, Elizabeth Orens, Robert 

“Mitch” Mitchell, Joan Shapiro, Robert Harrison, Colin and Lindsay Walsh, David 

Hoffman, Louise Lusignan, Dan Kessler, Nate Wright, Charlie and Patti 

Kalbaugh,  Melissa Meyers, Qwee Lan, Ralph Braun, Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Jim 

Leanderson, Sandra Mabon, Hoyt Dunn, Jennie R., Walter G. Acham; Jim and Dotty 

Wallace, Claire Swain, Terry and Ron Horn, Betty Sheehan, Claretta Prescott, Julia 

Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Paul Carter, Margaret 

Child, Joe Threadgill, Doug Gold, Clare, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana 

Hernandez, Walter Hollis, Elizabeth McKee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, Mark 

Henderson, Martha Holdgate, and Chip Meyers.  Pray also for members of the parish 

in Foreign Service and those overseas, especially Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael 

Pate, and our armed forces on active duty. Pray also for the repose of the souls of 

Travis Sowders and Robert Alfandre. 

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Flowers on the main altar today are given to the glory of God 

and in memory of Robert “Bob” Alfandre, whose memorial service was held at All 

Souls on Saturday, June 21. 

 

BE A PART OF A TEAM TO PRAY ABOUT THE FUTURE OF ALL SOULS . . . RenewalWorks is a 

process that invites us to think and pray more deeply about our faith and where God 

might be calling each of us to grow.  These questions are asked of the whole 

congregation by way of a survey that will be offered in the fall of 2014.  The results will 

be compiled in a lengthy report that comes back to the parish in 2015, which will be a 

basis for conversation about future programs, classes, ministries, and worship 

opportunities.  If you are interested in being a part of the leadership team, please let 

the rector or a member of vestry know.  

 

ALL SOULS FORWARD CONSTRUCTION UPDATE . . . Our accessibility addition is officially 

"out of the ground": the elevator pit has been poured and the formwork is in place for 

the ground floor walls. Before we could start pouring concrete, we installed a complex 

waterproofing system along the west (alley) side of our property. When excavating to 

pour the footings that support the walls, we discovered that during the past 90 years 

the soil had subsided under the southwest corner of the kitchen floor slab. We 



corrected this condition by underpinning the existing slab with concrete. Because our 

site does not have room for large equipment such as concrete trucks, we are having our 

concrete delivered in small batches and installed using a pumper truck. "Grumpy's 

Concrete Pumping" was the sub-contractor for that work. Several people asked if any 

of the other seven dwarves will be working on the project: it's good to have something 

to laugh at for a change! The ground floor slab will be poured in about a week, 

followed by the first floor slab in mid-July. The steel framing and trusses are scheduled 

to go up in late July and early August. You can follow our progress on All Souls’ 

Facebook page where we post new pictures most every week. 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP IN JUNE . . . The Episcopal Men's Fellowship will be meeting next 

Monday, June 23. This meeting's speaker will be parishioner Bob Long, who will be 

discussing highlights from his architectural career and providing his thoughts on the 

current state of the science. We will meet in the Undercroft, with the social hour 

beginning at 7 p.m. and a dinner being served around 7:45 p.m. for the low cost of $15.  

 

WOMEN OF ALL SOULS . . . Please join us Thursday, July 3, at 6:30 p.m. for a candlelight 

dinner, lectio divina (Linda Mahler leading), and a discussion of chapters 10-12 in 

Barbara Brown Taylor’s An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith. We will not meet in 

August. Please bring a contribution for our dinner (some fruit, a vegetable, a salad, a 

dessert). All this will take place in the conference room (down the hall from the parish 

office) and all are welcome – especially newcomers. Please contact The Rev. Elizabeth 

Orens (eorensnoel@earthlink.net) if you have any questions. 

 

ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL SECRETARIES NEEDED . . . One or more volunteers are needed 

to act as financial secretaries. This is a commitment of less than an hour per week on 

average (currently Monday around midday), and would be ideal for someone local. 

You would be asked to count the money received the previous Sunday and stamp the 

backs of the checks. No previous experience is necessary. For more information, email 

office@allsoulsdc.org. 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for this week, June 22 through 28, please consult The Book of 

Common Prayer, page 973, “Week of Proper 7.” One can follow online at the Mission St. 

Clare site, http://www.missionstclare.com/english/June/whole/list.html.  

 

 

 



 JUNE 22, 2014:  CORPUS CHRISTI SUNDAY 

Sunday 
 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;   

Child care provided; Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass; 

Summer Bible Study 10 a.m., undercroft; Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; Vestry 

Meeting, conference room, 1 p.m.; Newcomers Reception, undercroft, 4 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; Choir Rehearsal (UK Trip), 7 p.m.;  

EMF Meeting, Undercroft, 7 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m.;  

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m.; Prayer Group, Mary Chapel, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.;  

Capital Hearings Rehearsal, undercroft & choir room, 7 p.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.;  

A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, Maret School, 3000 Cathedral Ave., NW, 8:30 a.m. − 12:30 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for Corpus Christi Sunday 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill; 11:00 a.m. CR1- Will Coley,  T1- Katherine Nordal, 

T2- Heidi Rasciner, Book- Tyler Doherty, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Jane Holloway, Jeff Wells 

Greeters: Debby Kelly, Martha Domenico, Tony Domenico 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Margaret Romig, (NT) Bill Sherfey, (PP) Karen McFadden; 

11:00 a.m. (OT) Josie Martin, (NT) Jeff Wells, (PP) Beth Moten 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand, Terry O’Bryan;  

11:00 a.m. Bill Sherfey, Ike Brannon, Caroline Mottur, Tommy Mottur 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: TBD 

Coffee Hour: Communications Committee 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Christopher 

Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music;  

Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


