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WHY DOES CHURCH MATTER? 
 

I’ve been thinking a lot about why church matters—why it matters to me and to other 

people.  I’ve especially been thinking about why church does not seem to matter much 

to so many. This fall, the parish will be invited to participate in a survey (the 

RenewalWorks process we’ve been writing about) that I hope everyone will take.  The 

survey will ask some questions about what place church has in your life and how this 

church, in particular, either supports or does not support your spirituality.   

 

In what way does All Souls matter to you?  Is All Souls like a nice museum, a place 

that warrants one or two visits a year, just to see what’s going on?  Do you come out of 

habit? Or is All Souls a place in which you can encounter the Body of Christ in the 

Sacrament, in learning and serving? Is it a place that helps you pray?  Is it a place 

where you can perceive God’s will for your life, both alone and in community?  I am 

genuinely curious about this and if All Souls is not “being Church” for you, I’m eager 

to learn how we might do that better.  

 

Sundays are complicated in ways that they didn’t used to be.  A lot of things matter 

more than attending church on Sundays—children’s athletics, birthday parties, 

errands, “family time,” special brunches, work, … the list goes on.  For those who find 

themselves busy on Sundays, my question then becomes, “Is there another time during 

the week that you might come to church?”  Or, is church simply not that important?  

 

I disagree with the cultural assumption that a personal spirituality and decent moral 

code is enough.  It’s not enough for me, and looking around me, it doesn’t appear to be 

enough for many others.  When I die, I want to see God.  When my body dies, I want 

to be raised to new life and to take my new spirit-body or body-spirit with me to live 

eternally.  I believe that how I live in this life directly affects my future life and either 

broadens or narrows my view of God.  Being active in church allows me to practice my 

faith, to reflect on my faith, and to grow in my faith, so that when I walk and work in 

the world, I’m a better person.  Because of church, I’m more able to forgive and more 

ready to help.  Church matters to me.  What about you? John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Thanks to those who came to volunteer and help with the 

Alfandre memorial last Saturday . . . The parish office will be closed on Friday, July 4, 

in observance of Independence Day . . . Attendance last Sunday, June 22, at 8:30 a.m.: 

34; at 11 a.m.: 121.  Pledge offerings totaled: $5,807; Plate offerings: $1,361; online 

giving for the past week: $1,360. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Merry Lee Mabon, George Smith, Rob Six, Bertha 

Bowie, Elizabeth Orens, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Joan Shapiro, Robert Harrison, Colin 

and Lindsay Walsh, David Hoffman, Louise Lusignan, Dan Kessler, Nate Wright, 

Charlie and Patti Kalbaugh,  Melissa Meyers, Qwee Lan, Ralph Braun, Fred Jordan, 

Lee Kadrich, Jim Leanderson, Sandra Mabon, Hoyt Dunn, Jennie R., Walter G. Acham; 

Jim and Dotty Wallace, Claire Swain, Terry and Ron Horn, Betty Sheehan, Claretta 

Prescott, Julia Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Paul Carter, 

Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Doug Gold, Clare, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana 

Hernandez, Walter Hollis, Elizabeth McKee, Landis Vance, Mark Henderson, Martha 

Holdgate, and Chip Meyers.  Pray also for members of the parish in Foreign Service 

and those overseas, especially Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our 

armed forces on active duty.  

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Flowers on the main altar today are given to the glory of God 

and in celebration of the baptism of Cameron Wilcox Craig. 

 

BE A PART OF A TEAM TO PRAY ABOUT THE FUTURE OF ALL SOULS . . . RenewalWorks is a 

process that invites us to think and pray more deeply about our faith and where God 

might be calling each of us to grow.  These questions are asked of the whole 

congregation by way of a survey that will be offered in the fall of 2014.  The results will 

be compiled in a lengthy report that comes back to the parish in 2015, which will be a 

basis for conversation about future programs, classes, ministries, and worship 

opportunities.  If you are interested in being a part of the leadership team, please let 

the rector or a member of vestry know.  

 

WOMEN OF ALL SOULS . . . Please join us Thursday, July 3, at 6:30 p.m. for a candlelight 

dinner, lectio divina (Linda Mahler leading), and a discussion of chapters 10-12 in 

Barbara Brown Taylor’s An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith. We will not meet in 

August. Please bring a contribution for our dinner (some fruit, a vegetable, a salad, a 

dessert). All this will take place in the conference room (down the hall from the parish 

office) and all are welcome – especially newcomers. Please contact The Rev. Elizabeth 

Orens (eorensnoel@earthlink.net) if you have any questions. 



WEDNESDAY NIGHT PRAYER GROUP . . . Martin Luther said, "As it is the business of 

tailors to make clothes and cobblers to make shoes, so it is the business of Christians to 

pray." Join the Wednesday night prayer group and get down to business, knowing that 

the One to whom we pray promises to answer: "Call unto me, and I will answer thee, 

and show thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not." Jeremiah 33:3.  Join 

us in the Mary Chapel every Wednesday at 7 p. m.  

 

JULY 4 AT THE NATIONAL CATHEDRAL . . . Cathedral organists Christopher Betts, 

Benjamin Straley, and Jeremy Filsell lead the musical fireworks on the fourth of July 

with the Washington Brass directed by Phil Snedecor and the U.S. Navy Sea Chanters. 

Canon Michael McCarthy hosts the concert.  Michael Barone of American Public 

Media’s Pipedreams returns as master of ceremonies.  Note: Event parking will be in 

effect all day on July 4—$10, cash only, upon entry into the garage.  

 

HELPING THE HUNGRY . . . Please bring canned goods or boxed foods such as rice, 

beans, cereal, and pasta. Our Food Bank coordinators are David Cooper 

(davidncooper@verizon.net) and Bob Long (boblongmail@aol.com).  Please drop off 

food items in the bins located at the church vestibule entry. 

 

SUMMER STEWARDSHIP . . . Even though many people travel during the next few 

months, the church continues to pray, sing, and serve.  Please consider volunteering to 

help in the garden, assist with Sunday breakfast or coffee hour, sing in the choir, usher, 

read, or lead a summer Adult Forum discussion.  Also, please continue to support All 

Souls financially.  Especially during the summer, online giving can make things 

simpler.  To find out more about online giving via All Souls Connects, visit 

www.allsoulsdc.org/login.  

 

A PRAYER FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY . . . Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the 

founders of this country won liberty for themselves and for us, and lit the torch of 

freedom for nations then unborn: Grant, we beseech thee, that we and all the people of 

this land may have grace to maintain these liberties in righteousness and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for this week, June 29 through July 5, please consult The 

Book of Common Prayer, page 973, “Week of Proper 8.” One can follow online at the 

Mission St. Clare site, http://www.missionstclare.com/english/June/whole/list.html.  



 JUNE 29, 2014:  THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday 
 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.; High Mass with the Baptism 

of Cameron Wilcox Craig, 11 a.m.;  Child care provided; Breakfast in the 

undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass; Summer Bible Study 10 a.m., 

undercroft; AA Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m.; 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; Monteverdi Group Rehearsal, choir 

room & nave, 7 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m.;  

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m.; Christ House Dinner, 5 p.m.;  

Prayer Group, Mary Chapel, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.;  

Capital Hearings Rehearsal, undercroft & choir room, 7 p.m. 

Friday 

Independence Day 

Parish Office Closed – Happy Independence Day!; Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. 

Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, Maret School, 3000 Cathedral Ave., NW, 8:30 a.m. − 12:30 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill;  

11:00 a.m. CR1- Mark Porter,  T1- Martha Domenico, T2- Katherine Nordal, 

Book- Tyler Doherty, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Heidi Rasciner 

Bell Guild: Kevin LeGrand, Larry Sturgeon 

Greeters: Lisa Watson, Ben Chia, Terry Horan 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Leigh Harrison, (NT) Scott Yeomans, (PP) Terry O’Bryan; 

11:00 a.m. (OT) Joe Howell, (NT) Pat Dresser, (PP) Heidi Rasciner 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand, Terry O’Bryan;  

11:00 a.m. Ellie Martin, Josie Martin, Dale Lewis, Butch Bradburn 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Dan & Adam 

Coffee Hour: Martha Domenico, Marcia Anderson, Heidi Rasciner 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Christopher 

Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music;  

Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


