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THE VIRTUES OF STEALING (FROM OTHER CHURCHES) 
 

I want to invite you to join me in stealing from other churches.  Especially this 

summer, let’s see what we can find that might help us.  Let’s bring it back and then see 

what we’ve got and whether it might be useful.  Help me to appropriate, rob, borrow, 

plagiarize, and purloin from other cathedrals and churches, even from other 

denominations and religions.   

 

Before anyone writes the bishop saying that I’m encouraging people to violate one of 

the Ten Commandments, let me say more about what I mean.  I want you to join me in 

learning from other churches and from other people of faith: watching them, praying 

with them, listening to them, and allowing ourselves to be taught and changed by the 

ways that other people experience and relate to God. 

 

Next week I will join our choir in residence at Exeter Cathedral and Chester Cathedral.  

In addition to praying and singing the rhythm of daily morning and evening prayer, 

I’ll also be watching how they use the Church of England’s Common Worship resources, 

authorized for use beginning in the year 2000.  Exeter Cathedral has a monthly evening 

worship service called “Holy Ground,” which offers a creative and contemplative 

worship service, followed by refreshments and theological conversation.   At Chester 

Cathedral, the daily Mass moves around from chapel to chapel, giving people a 

different way to experience the Mass, while retaining the essentials of the service.  

 

After our choir residence, I’ll spend a couple of days in London, absorbing more 

Evensongs and especially exploring a new Anglican spiritual community called Moot, 

which operates a café, celebrates a midday contemplative Eucharist, and offers 

instruction in yoga, chant, meditation, prayer, and the spiritual life.  I’ll be staying (and 

praying) with Anglican Franciscan sisters near Southwark Cathedral. 

 

I know that I will return with lots of ideas and having had some new experiences in 

worship, prayer, and mission. Some of these might translate into new expressions or 

practices at All Souls and others probably would not suit us at all.   



While I am grateful for the opportunity to travel and learn, I know I’m not the only one 

to get away this summer.  Whenever you go away, if you go to church or visit a place 

where people are praying or experiencing God, I hope you’ll take notes—mentally or 

actually.  Bring back written materials that you think are helpful or might enhance our 

written materials.  If you sing a new hymn or song, remember the name and tell us 

about it when you return.  Wherever you pray and worship, I hope you’ll join me in 

making some kind of “holy heist” this summer. John Beddingfield  

 

AROUND THE PARISH . . . Attendance last Sunday, June 29, at 8:30 a.m.: 38; at 11 a.m.: 

98.  Pledge offerings totaled: $4,642; Plate offerings: $623.14; online giving for the past 

week: $2,178 . . . The rector will be away July 9 through 19.  If there are pastoral 

emergencies, please call the parish office and you will be connected with a priest.  

Sister Elena Thompson and Father Shawn Strout will be covering the Masses in the 

rector’s absence.  

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Francis Sierawski, Merry Lee Mabon, George Smith, 

Rob Six, Bertha Bowie, Elizabeth Orens, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Joan Shapiro, Robert 

Harrison, Colin and Lindsay Walsh, David Hoffman, Louise Lusignan, Dan Kessler, 

Nate Wright, Charlie and Patti Kalbaugh,  Melissa Meyers, Qwee Lan, Ralph Braun, 

Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Jim Leanderson, Sandra Mabon, Hoyt Dunn, Jennie R., 

Walter G. Acham; Jim and Dotty Wallace, Claire Swain, Terry and Ron Horn, Betty 

Sheehan, Claretta Prescott, Julia Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan 

Morrison, Paul Carter, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Doug Gold, Clare, Evelyn 

Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana Hernandez, Walter Hollis, Elizabeth McKee, Landis Vance, 

Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, and Chip Meyers.  Pray also for members of the 

parish in Foreign Service and those overseas, especially Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, 

Michael Pate, and our armed forces on active duty.  

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Flowers on the main altar today are given to the glory of God 

and in particular thanksgiving for the religious freedom we enjoy in the United States 

of America . . . Due to summer travel among parishioners and clergy, Morning Prayer 

and the Thursday morning Mass will not be offered at church for the weeks of July 6 

through 19.  Readings for the morning and evening office can be found in the Prayer 

Book beginning on page 975.  One can also follow the readings and prayer online at the 

Mission St. Clare site, http://www.missionstclare.com. 

 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE . . . Over the holiday weekend, our large kitchen sink near the 

old doorway to the parking lot will be removed to make room for work on the exterior 



wall, the new concrete floor slab, and work to build the vestibule that will connect the 

undercroft and the addition. A new sink should be installed by the end of this week. 

Much of the equipment that was stored under the sink had to be put in temporary 

locations until permanent storage space is designated for it.  We hope all will agree 

that this temporary disorder and inconvenience is a sign of exciting progress. Good 

things are coming!  

 

PARISHIONER BOOK READING . . . Parishioner Margaret Meyers will read from her new 

collection of short stories, Dislocation, at Politics & Prose Bookstore (5015 Connecticut 

Ave, N.W.) on July 12 at 1 p.m.  Margaret grew up the child of missionary parents in 

the Belgian Congo and many of her stories challenge our understanding of God and 

his work in our world. Margaret’s book can be purchased at the bookstore or through 

one of the online booksellers. 

 

ART FROM THE ALL SOULS DIASPORA . . . Former parishioner and current coordinator of 

our internet prayer list, Vicki Lowe, now living in Florida, will have an exhibition of 

her art July 10 through August 6 at the Melvin Gallery, Florida Southern College, 

Lakeland, FL.  The opening will be on July 10 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  If you are 

travelling in Florida or know people in the area, please stop by to support Vicki.  Some 

of her work can be viewed online at www.victorialoweart.com. 

 

ALL SOULS ARE GREEN . . . All Souls Are Green will meet Thursday, July 17, at 6:30 p.m. 

in the conference room and all are welcome. We will have a presentation by Jodi Rose 

from Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake about future environmental projects at All 

Souls and in our neighboring community. Light refreshments will be served so please 

join this discussion. For further information, see Tony Domenico or email 

the.domenicos@verizon.net. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PRAYER GROUP . . . Join the Wednesday night prayer group and get 

down to business, knowing that the One to whom we pray promises to answer: "Call 

unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou 

knowest not." Jeremiah 33:3.  Join us in the Mary Chapel every Wednesday at 7 p.m.  

 

A PRAYER FOR OUR CHOIR . . . O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole 

creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those from our choir 

who travel to make music and sing of your glory; surround them with your loving 

care; protect them from every danger; and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 JULY 6, 2014:  THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday 
 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.; High Mass with Healing Rite, 

11 a.m.;  Child care provided; Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 

a.m. Mass; Summer Bible Study 10 a.m., undercroft;  

A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Communications Committee, conference room, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m.; Prayer 

Group, Mary Chapel, 7 p.m.  All Souls Choir leaves for England. 

Thursday Capital Hearings Rehearsal, undercroft & choir room, 7 p.m. 

All Souls Choir sings in Exeter, England. 

Friday 

 

A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. All 

Souls Choir sings in Exeter, England. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, Maret School, 3000 Cathedral Ave., NW, 8:30 a.m. − 12:30 p.m. 

All Souls Choir sings in Exeter, England. 

Liturgical ministers for the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill;  

11:00 a.m. CR1- Martha Domenico,  T1- Mark Hoffman, T2- Will Coley, 

Book- Tyler Doherty, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Bill Stevens, Ford Chinworth 

Greeters: Debby Kelly, Terry Horan, Ben Chia 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Terry O’Bryan, (NT) Kevin LeGrand, (PP) Tamara Floyd; 

11:00 a.m. (OT) Lee Tate, (NT) Beth Moten, (PP) Daniel Callis 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand, Terry O’Bryan;  

11:00 a.m. John Coates, Ike Brannon, Susie Bruninga, JoAnn LaFon 

Healing Ministers: 8:30 a.m. Nancy Aherne; 11 a.m. Al Muller, Jennifer Crier Johnston 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: TBD 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Christopher 

Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music;  

Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


