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FAITH AND INDEPENDENCE 

 

James Madison, the fourth President of the United States, thought a lot about religion 

and the country he was helping to shape and lead. As a young lawyer, Madison 

defended Baptist preachers who were arrested for preaching without a license.  It turns 

out that they needed permission to preach from the established Anglican Church in 

Virginia.   A few years later, Madison contributed over a third of the content of the 

Federalist Papers and is considered to have been the principal author of the 

Constitution. In an 1822 letter to Louisiana lawyer Edward Livingston, Madison 

reflected on the delicate balance needed between religion and government: 

  

There remains [in some American states] a strong bias toward the old 

error, that without some sort of alliance or coalition between government 

and religion neither can be duly supported. Such indeed is the tendency to 

such a coalition, and such is the corrupting influence on both parties, that 

the danger cannot be too carefully guarded against…[R]eligion and 

government will both exist in greater purity the less they are mixed 

together…We are teaching the world the great truth that governments do 

better without kings and nobles, than with them. The merit will be doubled 

by the other lesson that religion flourishes in greater purity, without than 

with the aid of government.  

 

I sometimes think Madison’s words should be read more frequently by preachers and 

by politicians.  Issues that mix up state and religion are as old as the biblical record and 

as recent as today’s newspaper.  Especially in this country, I imagine the issues will 

remain in play as long as we are a free democracy.  But I hope that all sides might 

reclaim the ability to argue, to hear the other side and rephrase its argument, and to 

put forth a case with equal parts of passion, faith, and reason.  As we continue to 

reflect on our independence, let us also give thanks for the freedoms we enjoy.  The 

Collect for Independence Day (Book of Common Prayer, pages 190 and 242) invites us 

to pray for the “grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace.” That is a 

good thing to pray for today and always. John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . The rector continues to be away during the week for studies 

in the Doctor of Ministry program at Virginia Theological Seminary . . . Attendance on 

Sunday, July 1 at the 8:30 a.m. Mass: 35; at the 11 a.m. Mass 82 . . . Pledge offerings for 

the week were $8,969 and plate offerings were $725.85.  

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . . Bich Hoang, Louise Tesar, Marty Plissner, Marko 

Zlatich, Paul Carter, John Gleason, Harriet Curry, Harvey Shapiro, Chris Spangler, 

Joan Shapiro, Marilee Asher, Dick & Norma Specker, Daniel Matthew Finn, Ted 

Greenfeld, Doug Wallace, Lou Hines, Sally MacDonald, Stewart Brooks Jordan, Diana 

Kunkel, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, Jim Morrison, Doug 

Gold, Bob Colborn, Clare, Frazier Russell, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Roger Mahan, 

Ana Hernandez, B. J. Warren, Walter Hollis, Gene Dunn, Jim Wallace, Elizabeth 

McKee, Barb Chaffee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, 

Chip Meyers, Arthur Andrew Warren, Mary Beth McCutcheon, Ted Field . . . Pray for 

members of the parish in the foreign service and others working overseas, especially 

Steve Kerchoff, Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our Armed Forces on 

active duty, especially Jack Severson.    

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Due to the rector’s studies and the vacation schedules of our 

“weekday regulars,” Matins will be suspended for the week of July 10 through 13 and 

there will be no Low Mass the morning of July 12.  On Wednesday, July 11, the Rev. 

Shawn Strout will be the officiating deacon at the Noon Low Mass . . .  On Sunday, July 

15, at the 11 a.m. Mass we will celebrate the baptism of Emersyn Lillian Cappellini, 

daughter of Marc and Susan Cappellini . . . The flowers at the main altar today are 

given to the glory of God and in celebration of the 88th birthday of Carlos Guerra, 

celebrated on July 8 . . . The sanctuary candle this week burns to the glory of God and 

in celebration of the 50th birthday of Louis von Rego, celebrated on July 11.  

 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR POSITION . . . We hope to begin interviewing applicants over 

the next few weeks.  To date, we have received application materials from eighteen 

individuals.  In keeping with vestry policy, parishioners will not be considered for the 

position, but we hope the congregation will encourage others to apply.  The full 

description and application details are on the parish web site at www.allsoulsdc.org.    

 

MUSIC THIS SUMMER . . . While the full choir will be on vacation, we will have 

volunteers, soloists, and small vocal ensembles to provide musical leadership of our 

services. Voice lessons are available to anyone in our parish. Simply send me an email 

for more information at ben.hutchens@gmail.com. Ben Hutchens 



ADULT FORUM DURING THE SUMMER . . . On Sunday, July 8 we discuss chapters 6 

through 10 of Take this Bread by Carol Miles.  Copies of this book may be borrowed 

from the information table in the undercroft.  In August, we will discuss the lectionary 

readings appointed for the day.  The Adult Forum meets on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the 

undercroft.  Please join us when you can.  

 

GARDEN GUILD . . . Almost every Saturday, a small group of faithful volunteers gathers 

to tend the All Souls garden. This is a great way to be outside before it gets too hot, 

take a little exercise, and get to know some new people.  Arlin Winefordner 

coordinates the garden and is always eager for new people to join on Saturdays from 

9:30 a.m. to Noon.  Come for all or part of the time.   

 

EPISCOPAL MEN’S FELLOWSHIP . . . The Men's Fellowship will be meeting at 7 p.m. on 

Tuesday, July 17 to honor Bastille Day and revel in all things French.  Fine French 

cuisine will be prepared, Champagne and other French beverages will be offered, and 

a short talk on the origin and celebration of the holiday will be given by one of our 

very own. All this for the low price of just $15.  Please email Ike Brannon at 

ike.brannon@gmail.com or sign up in the undercroft if you plan on attending.  

 

WORLD AIDS CONFERENCE . . . Meetings related to the World AIDS Conference and a 

pre-conference for religious organizations working on HIV/AIDS issues will be held in 

Washington July 16-18, and July 22-29.  Congregations are needed to host 26 

international visitors to the Conference who are advocates from countries where LGBT 

persons are criminals if identified and prevented from receiving medical care. Visitors 

need funding for travel and housing for July 16-18 & July 28-29.  If you are interested 

in helping, please contact Rev. Canon Albert Ogle at aogle@cox.net or Rev. Dr. Carol 

Flett  at dc.interfaith@gmail.com.   

 

EPISCOPAL GENERAL CONVENTION . . . The 77th General Convention of the Episcopal 

Church is meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana July 5–12.  Information on resolutions and 

issues discussed can be found at http://www.generalconvention.org/.  Updates can also 

be found at the Episcopal News Service,  http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/.   

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for July 8 through July 14, please consult the Book of 

Common Prayer, page 975, “Proper 9.”  
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JULY 8, 2012: THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 Low Mass, 8:30 a.m., High Mass, 11 a.m.   Child care provided. 

 Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 Adult Forum: Take This Bread Book Discussion, undercroft, 10 a.m. 

 Coffee Hour, undercroft, following 11 a.m. High Mass 

 A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday No Matins today. 

Wednesday 

Benedict, abbot 

No Matins today.  Low Mass is offered, 12 p.m.;  

Capital Hearings Rehearsal, undercroft & church 7 p.m.  

Thursday No Matins or Low Mass today.   

Friday No Matins today; Fanning-Seitz Wedding Rehearsal 5:30 p.m.;  

A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, parking lot, 8:30-12:30; Garden Guild 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.  

Fanning-Seitz Wedding, 4 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill 

 11 a.m. CR1- Mark Hoffman, T1-Katherine Nordal, T2-Martha Domenico, 

Book-Barry Huber, CR2-Mike McGee, TR-Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Kevin LeGrand, Ford Chinworth 

Greeters: 11 a.m. Martha & Tony Domenico, W. Smith 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Jerry Fath, (NT) Scott Yeomans, (PP) Dale Lewis 

 11 a.m. (OT) Jeff Wells, (NT) Bob Publicover, (PP) Erwin de Leon 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Clark Ball, Kevin LeGrand 

 11 a.m. Susie Bruninga, John Coates, Bob Publicover, John Sither 

Altar Guild: Volunteers for the Week 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: Vicki Lowe, Tom Mabon, Sharon Nuskey 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Reverend John Beddingfield, rector; The Reverend Christopher Worthley, adjunct clergy;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: allsouls1@aol.com; 

Email the Rector: jfbeddingfield@yahoo.com; Email the Vestry: allsoulsvestry@gmail.com 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


