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THINKING ABOUT MARY MAGDALENE 

 

The feast day for St. Mary Magdalene is July 22, and we will honor her next week at 

our regular Wednesday Noon Mass.  Since there is so much confusion, misinformation, 

and mystery around, I thought that we might begin to think about her a bit early. 

As with many saints, there is scripture and there is tradition. Both Mark and Luke 

identify Mary Magdalene as the woman whom Jesus healed of the seven demons.  

Mary is described as “Magdalene” because she is thought to have come from the area 

called Magadan, on the west side of the Sea of Galilee.  All four Gospels place Mary at 

the crucifixion and tell of her visiting the tomb on Easter.    

 

But tradition, if not legend, picks up from there.  Just as scripture sometimes refers to 

several women named Mary, the early and medieval church began to combine stories 

about the various Marys.  One tradition suggests that Mary fled Judea after the 

crucifixion and eventually landed in Marseilles, where she converted the area of 

Provence to Christianity.  In the 6th century, Pope Gregory the Great suggested in a 

sermon that the “seven demons” of which Mary was cured by Jesus must have been 

sins of a sexual nature.  It was Gregory, therefore, who suggested Mary Magdalene 

had been a prostitute.  The misconception of Mary as a repentant prostitute has been 

reinforced by art and literature ever since.   

 

Though we don’t know the real nature of the “demons” that afflicted Mary, the 

scriptures are clear that she was healed.  Being healed and freed, she was then able to 

follow Jesus with new health, clarity, and purpose.  We can celebrate her faithfulness 

as we pray the Collect from the Book of Common Prayer: 
 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son restored Mary Magdalene to health of 

body and mind, and called her to be a witness of his resurrection: 

Mercifully grant that by thy grace we may be healed of all our infirmities 

and know thee in the power of his endless life; who with thee and the Holy 

Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

           John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Attendance last Sunday, July 12, at 8:30 a.m.: 31; at 11 a.m.: 

110    . . . Pledge offerings for July 5: $7,415; plate: $347.16; online giving for the past 

week: $6,307. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Missy Mendes Pepe, Daniel Callis, Sr., Tom 

Farnum, Doretha Hartshorn, Patricia Cain, Elaine Eaker, Susie Bruninga, Rt. Rev. 

James W. Montgomery, Jay Campbell, Geralyn Ritter, Rudolph Russell, Stuart 

Thompson, Edward Jiran, Kelle Long, Judith Esmay, Robert Strauss, Jason Micheli, Bill 

Eadie, the family of Tamara Floyd, Jason Andre, Joan  Shapiro, Howard Menaker, 

Michael Crowe, Betty Mabon, Irene Butcher, David Gariff, Edward Weber & family, 

Grace Lee, Oscar Longalong, Jim Houghton, Tim & Karla Cook, Francis Sierawski, 

Merry Lee Mabon, George Smith, Rob Six, Bertha Bowie, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, 

Robert Harrison, Colin & Lindsay Walsh, Ralph Braun, Carmel and Fred Jordan, Lee 

Kadrich, Jim Leanderson, Jennie R., Dotty Wallace, Terry & Ron Horn, Claretta 

Prescott, Julia Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Margaret 

Child, Joe Threadgill, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana Hernandez, Walter Hollis, 

Landis Vance, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, Chip Meyers.  Pray also for those in 

Foreign Service & overseas, especially Scott Cecil and Chuck Hunter, and our armed 

forces on active duty.   

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers on the main altar today are given to the glory of 

God and are provided by the flower fund.  If you would like to place flowers on an 

altar in honor or in memory of someone, please contact the parish office. 

 

FESTIVAL OF SACRED MUSIC  . . . This week and next, there will be a musical prelude 

before the 11 a.m. Mass, beginning at 10:40 a.m. Come early so you don’t miss it! More 

information about this week’s music can be found at the back of the 11 a.m. bulletin      

. . . The Festival of Sacred Music will conclude next Sunday, July 26, with Messe Basse 

and Cantique de Jean Racine by Gabriel Fauré, and Ubi Caritas by Maurice Duruflé.  

 

MOVING FORWARD IN SERVICE . . . A key result of the RenewalWorks survey is that many 

of you are interested in having more opportunities for service to the community and 

beyond.  For the past two months, a large group of parishioners have taken a very 

intentional and prayerful look at what All Souls could be doing for service.  We are 

now ready to start exploring five specific service opportunities.  We’ll be meeting 

Saturday, July 25 at 1 p.m. in the Conference Room. This is a great time to get in on the 

ground floor of this effort—please join us!  Sandwiches will be provided.  Please RSVP 

to Dale Lewis (DALEALEWIS@aol.com) so that he can plan for lunch. 



WEDNESDAY NIGHT PRAYER GROUP . . . Pope Francis said, “Our daily problems and 

worries can wrap us up in ourselves, in sadness and bitterness . . . and that is where 

death is. That is not the place to look for the One who is alive!” The Wednesday Night 

Prayer Group offers a quiet place mid-week (7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.) in which one can 

"look for the One who is alive!" 

 

SUMMER ON SOCIAL MEDIA . . . Wherever you go this summer, take a picture of 

yourself and a cross (or of a cross by itself) and post it to Facebook, Instagram, 

Pinterest, and/or Twitter with the hashtag #allsoulsdcsummer. It can be a cross you’re 

wearing, you standing next to a cross on a building, or any other cross that calls out to 

you – get creative and help us stay in touch this summer! 

 

EPISCOPAL MEN’S FELLOWSHIP AUGUST 6 . . . We learned in grade school that Teddy 

Roosevelt and the Rough Riders captured San Juan Hill with a cavalry charge.  There 

are only two problems with what we learned:  they didn’t take San Juan Hill and they 

didn’t have any horses.  For a bit of insight into what really happened on San Juan Hill, 

please join the Men’s Fellowship on Thursday, August 6 in the Undercroft to hear Dale 

Lewis tell us the REST of the story. Our fellowship hour begins at 7 p.m. with a lovely 

dinner served at 7:45 p.m. for a $15 contribution. Please sign up in the Undercroft or 

email Ike Brannon to RSVP at ike.brannon@gmail.com.  

 

A PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO TRAVEL . . . O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills 

the whole creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who 

travel; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and 

bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Book 

of Common Prayer, p. 831)  

 

THANK YOU FOR DONATING SHOES . . .  All Souls collected and donated more than 160 

pairs of shoes to the shoe collection sponsored by The Church of the Star of Bethlehem, 

which is preparing to send more than 1,000 pounds of men's, women's and children’s 

shoes to needy Haitians. Thank you to all parishioners who reached into their closets 

or approached their neighbors in an effort to collect as many pairs of shoes as possible. 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE . . . Readings appointed for the week, July 19 through 

July 25, are listed in The Book of Common Prayer, page 976, “Proper 11” and at 

http://www.missionstclare.com/english/July/ritei/cal.html.  
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JULY 19, 2015:  THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.;  

High Mass (Festival of Sacred Music), 11 a.m.; Child care provided;   

Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass;  

Summer Bible Study, undercroft, 10 a.m.; Vestry Mtg., conf. room, 1 p.m.; 

A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.;  

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m.; D.A. Mtg., conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; 

Choir Rehearsal, choir room, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.;  

Capital Hearings Rehearsal, choir room & nave, 7 p.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meetings, conference room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Vestry Strategic Planning Retreat, undercroft & new narthex, 8:30 a.m.; 

RenewalWorks Service Group, conference room, 9 a.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill ; 11 a.m. CR1- Marcia Anderson,  T1- TBD, T2- TBD, 

Book- Barry Huber, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Will Coley 

Bell Guild: Kevin LeGrand, Jeff Wells 

Greeters: Debby Kelly, Ed McAllister, Steve Merrill 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Nancy Aherne, (NT) Marko Zlatich, (PP) Kathleen Krepps;  

11 a.m. (OT) Jim Solomon, (NT) Harry Feely, (PP) Katherine Nordal 

Ushers: Dick Self, Tracy Self, Beth Moten 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: TBD 

 
ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Cameron Soulis, 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin 

Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at 

http://allsoulsdclists.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update_allsoulsdclists.org 

 
 

 
 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 
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