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PERCEPTION AND REALITY IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

Oscar Wilde once said, “The only thing worse than being talked about is not being 

talked about.”  I’ve thought of Wilde’s comment with the recent articles and editorials 

about the Episcopal Church in The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, The 

Washington Post, and other online media.    

 

I find many people have opinions about “church” and specifically The Episcopal 

Church.  But when I ask about their experience, I find they haven’t attended in years.  

Perhaps they or their children attended an Episcopal school, or a family member is 

Episcopalian.  Nevertheless, much is based on perception and not on reality. 

 

As Diana Butler Bass points out, the argument cannot be reasonably made that the 

Episcopal Church loses members because of its liberal stance on social issues.  

Conservative denominations are losing members as well. Southern Baptists struggle 

with membership loss and the Roman Catholic Church in the United States is only able 

to partially replace its huge losses with the influx of recent immigrants.  

 

Gay Clark Jennings, the newly elected president of the Episcopal Church House of 

Deputies, nicely characterizes what I believe to be the reality:  

 

“It might disappoint sensationalist critics, but Sunday mornings in most 

Episcopal churches are short on political rhetoric and debates about 

sexuality and long on Jesus. Episcopalians are devoted primarily to 

praying together, serving people in need, and wrestling with hard 

questions that don’t have easy answers. We value Christian community 

over lockstep liberalism or any other ideological position, and even though 

it opens us to ridicule, we keep inviting everyone to join in.“ 

 

I’m glad people are talking and writing about The Episcopal Church because it offers 

me the chance to invite them to come to All Souls, to experience reality, and perhaps 

even to have their own reality transformed by Jesus Christ. John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . The articles referenced above are posted on the information 

kiosk in the undercroft . . . The deadline for articles and information for the September 

issue of The Message is next Sunday, July 29.  If you have information to include, please 

send it to message.allsoulsdc@gmail.com . . . Thanks to those who made the Men’s 

Fellowship celebration of Bastille Day such a grande fête. . . Please keep the vestry in 

your prayers as members will gather for a vestry retreat day of planning on Saturday, 

July 28 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 4-H Conference Center.  The retreat will include a 

report from The Sheridan Group about our feasibility study for accessibility . . . 

Attendance on Sunday, July 15 at the 8:30 a.m. Mass: 42; at the 11 a.m. Mass 133 . . . 

Pledge offerings for the week were $8,822 and plate offerings were $911.50.  

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . . Bich Hoang, Louise Tesar, Marty Plissner, Paul 

Carter, John Gleason, Harriet Curry, Harvey Shapiro, Chris Spangler, Joan Shapiro, 

Marilee Asher, Dick & Norma Specker, Daniel Matthew Finn, Ted Greenfeld, Doug 

Wallace, Lou Hines, Sally MacDonald, Stewart Brooks Jordan, Diana Kunkel, Margaret 

Child, Joe Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, Jim Morrison, Doug Gold, Bob Colborn, 

Clare, Frazier Russell, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Roger Mahan, Ana Hernandez, B. 

J. Warren, Walter Hollis, Gene Dunn, Jim Wallace, Elizabeth McKee, Barb Chaffee, 

Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, Chip Meyers, Arthur 

Andrew Warren, Marie & Duke Dow, Mary Beth McCutcheon, and Ted Field.  Pray for 

members of the parish in the Foreign Service and others working overseas, especially 

Steve Kerchoff, Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our armed forces on 

active duty, especially Jack Severson.    

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers at the main altar today are given to the glory of 

God and in celebration of the 87th birthday of Harriet Curry, celebrated on July 20. 

 

MUSIC THIS SUMMER . . . While the full choir is on vacation, we continue to have 

volunteers, soloists, and small vocal ensembles to provide musical leadership of our 

services. Voice lessons are available to anyone in our parish. Simply send an email for 

more information to ben.hutchens@gmail.com.  In addition, tentative plans are being 

made for a choir trip to England in August of next year.  Ben Hutchens  

 

ADULT FORUM DURING THE SUMMER . . . On Sunday, July 22, we discuss chapters 16 

through 20 of Take This Bread by Carol Miles.  In August, we will discuss the lectionary 

readings appointed for the day.  The Adult Forum meets on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the 

undercroft.  Please join us when you can.  
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GARDEN GUILD . . . Almost every Saturday, a small group of faithful volunteers gathers 

to tend the All Souls garden. This is a great way to be outside, take a little exercise, and 

get to know some new people.  Arlin Winefordner coordinates the garden and is 

always eager for new people to join on Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to noon.  Come for all 

or part of the time.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PLANS . . . Plans are underway to renovate the Sunday school rooms, 

organize an events calendar, begin a children’s music program, and train Sunday 

school teachers.  If you’re interested in being a part of the exciting conversations and 

plans, see Marcia Anderson, Dan Davis, or the rector.   

 

THANKS TO ALL . . . Thank you for the flexibility and extra help given by many during 

my three weeks of study at Virginia Seminary.  This concludes my class and residential 

time in the Doctor of Ministry program.  What remains is a project and thesis to be 

completed over the next year and a half.  My thesis will look at the way God works 

through beauty to move us into faithful action.  The project and the paper reflecting on 

the project will draw especially on Franciscan spirituality and theology as I invite the 

parish to join me in “looking through” our St. Francis stained glass windows, located 

in the Mary Chapel.  How can these images invite us to reflect and move outward in 

ministry and love?  Stay tuned for more updates, but thanks again to everyone who 

has supported me in your prayers and patience.  John Beddingfield  

 

WORLD AIDS CONFERENCE . . . Since the U. S. ban on travel for people infected with 

the HIV virus was only lifted in 2009, this will be the first World AIDS Conference to 

meet in the United States.  The conference will be in Washington July 22 through 27.  

With others in our diocese, we offer the following prayer:   

 

O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your command you drive away 

from our bodies all sickness and all infirmity: Be present in your goodness 

with all who are meeting in the XIX International AIDS Conference and 

with all your servants who are suffering from HIV/AIDS, that their 

weakness may be banished and their strength restored; and that, their 

health being renewed, they may bless your holy Name;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for July 22 through July 28, please consult the Book of 

Common Prayer, page 977, “Proper 11.”  



 

JULY 22, 2012: THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 Low Mass, 8:30 a.m., High Mass, 11 a.m.   Child care provided. 

 Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 Adult Forum: Take This Bread Book Discussion, undercroft, 10 a.m. 

 Coffee Hour, undercroft, following 11 a.m. High Mass 

 A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.  

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m. Low Mass, 12 p.m.; 

Outreach & Communications Committee, 6:30 p.m., conference room; 

Capital Hearings Rehearsal, 7 p.m., church & undercroft 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m., Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.  

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m. A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, parking lot, 8:30-12:30; Garden Guild 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.  

Vestry Planning Retreat, 4-H Conf. Center, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Liturgical ministers for the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill 

 11 a.m. CR1- Will Coley, T1-Marcia Anderson, T2-Martha Domenico, 

Book-Mark Porter, CR2-Ed Perlman, TR-Barry Huber 

Bell Guild: Bill Stevens, Heidi Rasciner 

Greeters: 11 a.m. Ben Chia, Tom Mabon, Durward Womack 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Katherine Nordal, (NT) Margaret Romig, (PP) Kevin LeGrand 

 11 a.m. (OT) Susie Bruninga, (NT) Sally MacDonald, (PP) Rick Taylor 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Clark Ball, Kevin LeGrand 

 11 a.m. Ike Brannon, Bob Colburn, Beth Moten, Al Muller 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Loaves and Fishes 

Coffee Hour: The Prayer Shawl Ministry, coordinated by Martha Domenico 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Reverend John Beddingfield, rector; The Reverend Christopher Worthley, honorary associate;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: allsouls1@aol.com; 

Email the rector: jfbeddingfield@yahoo.com; Email the vestry: allsoulsvestry@gmail.com 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


