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BAPTISM AND COMMUNITY 

 

Baptism has been with Christianity from its beginning.  It likely emerged from the 

ceremonial washing rituals already long practiced by Jews at the time of Christ.  In 

fact, the word "Baptism" comes from the Greek "Baptismos," which means a 

ceremonial washing or purification by water.  A brief (but not-quite-Twitter-length) 

catechism from our own Book of Common Prayer offers the following:  Holy Baptism 

is one of the sacraments of the church.  A sacrament is an outward and visible sign of 

inward and spiritual grace, given by Christ as sure and certain means by which we 

receive that grace.  Grace is God's favor toward us, unearned and undeserved; by grace 

God forgives our sins, enlightens our minds and stirs our hearts and strengthens our 

wills.  Holy Baptism is the sacrament by which God adopts us as his children and 

makes us members of Christ's Body, the Church, and inheritors of the kingdom of 

God.  The outward and visible sign in Baptism is water, in which the person is 

baptized in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  The inward 

and spiritual grace in Baptism is union with Christ in his death and resurrection, birth 

into God's family the Church, forgiveness of sins, and new life in the Holy Spirit.  

Infants are baptized so that they can share citizenship in the Covenant, membership in 

Christ, and redemption by God.  Promises are made for them by their parents and 

sponsors, who guarantee that the infants will be brought up within the Church, to 

know Christ and be able to follow him (BCP 858). 

 

This Sunday, Amzi Catena Davis, daughter of Lee and Jen Davis, will be baptized.  It is 

the first Baptism at All Souls in more than 14 months.  In many ways, it is quite fitting 

that the Davis family shares Amzi's Baptism with us at this point in our life as a faith 

community.  We are trying to ready ourselves to call and receive a new rector.  Part of 

that preparation incorporates self-examination and prayerful consideration of our 

identity and what God is calling us to do next as a congregation.  But our collective 

participation in the sacrament this Sunday also offers us more.  For, while every 

Baptism at All Souls calls us together in community, this one of the baby whose very 

name means "strong," can also make us stronger as we reconfirm and recommit to our 

own baptismal vows and to our collective support for Amzi and her family and friends 



gathered round the baptismal font.  Let this Baptism be a call to a collective and 

purifying hope through Jesus Christ in our unseen future together at All Souls, as a 

family of God full of many families, full of children, and full of love for each other and 

for our neighbor.      Jeff Wells, senior warden 

 

AROUND THE PARISH . . . For the next two Sundays, July 24 and 31, The Reverend 

Martin Smith will join us to preach and celebrate.  He will also lead our 10 a.m. Adult 

Forum where his topic for both weeks will be Questions For Today.  These two forums 

are your opportunity to ask Father Martin to address questions about faith and 

practice, worship, and Christian identity, as they might be relevant to this current time 

of transition for the congregation . . . On Sunday, August 7, the Rev. Dr. Nancy Carol 

James will celebrate and preach . . . Attendance last Sunday, July 17 at 8:30 a.m.: 25; 

at11 a.m.: 87. . . Pledge: $4,584; Plate $184.39; Online Giving: $2,280. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Sheila Arbury, Ralph Braun, Margaret Brownlee, 

Margaret Child, Jan Clayberg, Julia Gutierrez, Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Dan Kessler, 

Susan Morrison, Jay Robbins, Joe Threadgill, Landis Vance, and Merriam Woodhouse. 

Pray also for those in Foreign Service & overseas, especially Scott Cecil and Chuck 

Hunter, & our armed forces on active duty . . . Contact the parish office to add names to the 

list. Names stay on for one month, unless the person submitting the name contacts the office to 

request continued prayers.   

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers on the main altar today are given by Lee and Jen 

Davis to the glory of God and in celebration of the baptism of Amzi Catena Davis.  

 

THE LOVE AND SYMPATHY OF THE PARISH . . . are extended to Nancy Aherne and Marko 

Zlatich upon the death of their friend, John Pontius. Pray for the repose of the soul of 

John, for his wife and son, Ruth and Nick Pontius, and for all who mourn.  

 

HELP SUPPORT THE SEARCH COMMITTEE . . . The Rector Search Committee is moving 

rapidly forward with the search process.  We have narrowed the list of candidates 

down to eight and scheduled parish visits for each candidate.  During the rest of July 

and August, teams of three committee members will visit each candidate to listen to a 

sermon, see them interact with their home parish, and hopefully share a meal with 

them.  If you have frequent flyer or other rewards miles that you would like to donate 

to the committee, please contact Lee Davis (leedavis@velaw.com).  Your generosity 

would contribute to an important parish project and would be most appreciated. 



PASTORAL CARE. . . If you know of someone who is sick, needs a visit by a priest or a 

friendly call, alert the All Souls Cares team headed by Lisa Watson and Jeffrey Hunter.   

 

AFFORDABLE TRANSPORTATION FOR SENIORS . . . The Seabury ConnectorCard is a 

subsidized re-loadable debit card available to low- to moderate-income DC residents, 

ages 60+, who can use it to pay for a variety of ground transportation services. It 

expands transportation options for older adults beyond traditional public and para-

transit networks to include traditional taxi cabs, airport shuttles, and services such as 

Uber and Lyft. See the information on the bulletin board in the undercroft or call 

Leonard Knight at (202)715-7649 ext. 23330 to learn more about ConnectorCard. 

 

VICTORIA WOODALL CONCERT POSTPONED . . . Former All Souls acolyte Victoria 

Woodall’s recital at the Cathedral has been postponed to Tuesday, August 2 at 6:30 

p.m. Victoria, a recent graduate of the Royal Academy of Music in London, will be 

performing French melodies, German Lieder, and English folk songs. She will be 

accompanied by pianist Alex Chan. Admission is included with the Summer Evening 

cathedral admission fee ($5 after 5 p.m.). More info at https://is.gd/WoodallConcert. 

 

COME AND TALK TO THE PLANTS, THE SHRUBS, AND THE WEEDS! . . . On Saturday, July 30 

from 8 a.m. to noon your help is most welcome in the garden. We will be weeding, 

edging, and tidying up. Bring your own iced coffee! For more information contact 

Jennifer ‘Scissorhands' Johnston at jcjohnston38@msn.com or (202)437-6782. 

 

A GATHERING TO THANK VIRGINIA BROWN-NOLAN . . . A party for Virginia Brown- 

Nolan will be held in Woodley Park on Wednesday, July 27, 2016 at 7 p.m. If you 

would like to attend, please email Linda Mahler at MahlerLindaL@gmail.com or call 

her at (202)384-9643 for more details on or before Monday. 

 

SERVING ALL SOULS . . .  It’s time for our annual backpack drive for the school children 

in the permanent supportive housing program at Housing Up (formerly Transitional 

Housing Corporation). All Souls has long-standing ties with Housing Up/THC, and 

they are one of the organizations that Serving All Souls has chosen to partner with 

more fully. This year, we will only donate backpacks with school supplies for 

Kindergarten through 2nd grade. There will be a sign-up sheet and a list of supplies for 

you on the welcome table. Donations are due back to church by August 7. If you 

cannot or do not want to shop for school supplies, you can also donate a gift card for 

Walmart or Target in denominations of $25 or $30. The gifts are tax-deductible, so 

please leave your name and contact info if you are not in the directory. Melissa Barrett 



JULY 24, 2016:  THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;  

Adult Forum: Questions For Today, undercroft, 10 a.m.;  

Child care provided;  Breakfast following 8:30 a.m. Mass;   

Coffee Hour following 11 a.m. Mass; A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Mtg., conf. room, 6:45 p.m. 

Tuesday  D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass w/Healing Rite, 12 p.m.;  

Prayer Group, fireplace room, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m. 

Friday A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Capital Hearings Recording Session, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. (need quiet) 

Liturgical ministers for The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 11 a.m. (CR1) Mark Hoffman,  (Book) Martha Domenico,  

(CR2) Ed Perlman, (TR) Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Melissa Barrett 

Greeters: Debby Kelly, Julie Duriga, Dan Newton 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Kevin LeGrand, (NT) Jerry Fath, (PP) Tamara Floyd; 

11 a.m. (OT) Larry Sturgeon, (NT) Leigh Harrison, (PP) Joe Rajnic 

Ushers: Fernando Moran Arce, Rob Gibbs, Debby Kelly, Al Muller 

Breakfast: Loaves & Fishes 

Coffee Hour: Lee & Jen Davis 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, The Rev. Cameron Soulis, The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA,  

The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistants;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org;  

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org; senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

To receive this by email, sign up at 

http://allsoulsdclists.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update_allsoulsdclists.org 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 

http://allsoulsdclists.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update_allsoulsdclists.org

