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WHAT WE BELIEVE  

 

Sometimes when people are questioning whether to join the church or even participate 

regularly in worship, they bring up the Creed.  They usually mean the Nicene Creed, 

which is a normal part of the Sunday celebration of Holy Communion.  They say, “But 

I’m not sure I believe everything in the Creed.  How can I stand in church and say 

things I might not believe?”  While I don’t try to argue people out of their questions or 

doubts, I do like to point out the importance of our saying the creed together.   

 

In the Rite I order for Holy Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer, pages 326-237), the 

Nicene Creed is printed in two forms, one that uses a plural form (We believe) and one 

that uses a singular form (I believe).  The Rite II order uses only the plural form.  The 

singular form of the creed seems to have developed at some point in the early Middle 

Ages, when the people took a less active part in the Eucharist and the priest alone said 

the creed.  Gradually, the first person singular form began to spread.  Because people 

were used to this form, when prayer books began to be printed, they used the singular 

version.  It was the 1979 Book of Common Prayer (which we currently use) that 

restored the early Church’s use of the plural, and for this I am very grateful. 

 

I love the plural version of the creed because it means I’m covered.  When my belief in 

a particular aspect of the faith is wavering, I can lean on another’s belief.  If we only 

used the singular version, there are some days when I might be mumbling or keeping 

quiet.  But with the plural version, I know that I am affirming the inherited and 

received faith of the Christian Church.  Included in my affirmation is the accumulated 

mixture of diversity, argument, and difference of two thousand years.  When we say 

the creed together, we cover one another, just like Christians have been doing since 

Jesus first called followers who believed, denied, questioned, and doubted—but 

through it all, have remained in relationship with Christ and his Body the Church.   

 

At the High Mass this Sunday, the choir sings the Nicene Creed as a part of Mozart’s 

Coronation Mass.  As we experience this unusual way of participating in the creed, 

may we continue to give thanks that it is through our doubts, our questions, and our 

beliefs that we encounter the risen Christ.  John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH  . . . Enormous thanks to all those who provided hospitality to 

members of Christ’s College Choir by housing students, providing transportation, and 

helping with the reception after the concert . . . Repointing of the stone on the west 

wall of the church has begun.  This is ongoing maintenance work, unrelated to our 

work for accessibility . . . Please join us in the air conditioned undercroft as the Adult 

Forum concludes its study of Ian Markham’s Liturgical Life Principles, as we discuss the 

appendix on the Instructed Eucharist and other questions we have about the book.   

Join us in the undercroft at 10 a.m. . . . Attendance last Sunday at the 8:30 a.m. Mass: 

32; at the 11 a.m. Mass: 184 . . . Pledges totaled: $10,493; plate: $686.57; online giving for 

the past 2 weeks: $3,656.77. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Terry and Ron Horn, Judith Esmay & Robert 

Strauss, Boris Zlatich, David Lebel, Lewis Clark, Betty Sheehan, Claretta Prescott, 

Debra Beaupre, Lauren V. Galicia, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Mary Dail, Mary Kay 

Morris, David MacDonald, Charles Helman, Sr., Pamela Smith, Tami Andrus, Laurie 

Nicoli, Angus, Caroline Kopczynski, Mark Turner, Richard Haddad, Julia Gutierrez, 

Ryan Edmonds, Stephen Hoffman, Vivian Addington, Michael Dedman, Fr. James St. 

George, Joan Shapiro, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Kelly Maurer, Noah MacMillan, 

Don Davis, Lisa Chimera, Wes Pickard, Lee Tidball, Peter Laugesen, David Hoffman, 

Bill Lambert, Bich Hoang, Louise Tesar, Marty Plissner, Paul Carter, John Gleason, 

Harriet Curry, Harvey Shapiro, Chris Spangler, Marilee Asher, Lou Hines, Stewart 

Brooks Jordan, Diana Kunkel, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, 

Jim Morrison, Doug Gold, Bob Colborn, Clare, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana 

Hernandez, B. J. Warren, Walter Hollis, Elizabeth McKee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, 

Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, Chip Meyers, Marie & Duke Dow, and Mary Beth 

McCutcheon.  Pray for members of the parish in the Foreign Service and others 

working overseas, especially Steve Kerchoff, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our armed 

forces on active duty, especially Jack Severson. We pray also for the repose of the soul 

of Doug Wallace, Tom Moody, Nancy Grady, and Ann Kaplan. 

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Flowers at the main altar are given to the glory of God and in 

celebration of the ordination of Lisa Marie Zaina to the Sacred Order of Priests. 

 

ALL SOULS FORWARD . . . Mark your calendar for the All Souls Forward Groundbreaking 

Ceremony on Ingathering Sunday, September 8, 2013!  Last Sunday, the Vestry voted 

to approve a contract with American Property Construction to build our accessibility 

extension.  Pending a few minor details, the contract should be signed in the next few 

days.  We anticipate having building permits in hand by the end of August with 

construction to begin within a few weeks of receiving the permits. 



MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP FUND . . . The All Souls Choir is hoping to travel to England for a 

choral residency at Exeter Cathedral and Chester Cathedral, July 9—13, 2014.  We 

would very much like to assist our staff singers and others in making this trip possible.  

If you can contribute toward this effort, please mark your check “Music Scholarship 

Fund” or contribute online by using the homepage “online giving” link. 

 

EMF PRESENTS DINNER AND THE THEATER . . . On Thursday, August 15, we will meet in 

the undercroft for pizza and salad around 6 p.m. and then enjoy a performance of Full 

Bloom by the Arcturus Theater Company at 7:30 p.m. See the sign-up sheet in the 

undercroft for more information about the show. Tickets are $10 for the show plus $15 

for the food and beverages.  

  

BREAKFAST IN THE GARDEN . . . You are invited to join other gardeners and friends of 

gardeners for a light breakfast on Saturday, August 3, at 8:30 a.m. (while it is still cool) 

to share gardening stories and do a little light gardening. Deadheading the knock-out 

roses is a priority, as well as weeding where those determined weeds have come 

through, and mulching. This is also probably the last opportunity to salvage plants and 

shrubs from the back garden before groundbreaking for the new accessibility 

extension. Please sign up in the undercroft or contact Jennifer “Scissorhands” Johnston 

at jcjohnston38@msn.com so the correct amount of oranges can be squeezed and eggs 

gathered for breakfast! 

 

CHRIST HOUSE SEEKS MEAL GROUP . . . Christ House has had a cancellation by one of 

their longest serving meal groups. They hope to find a replacement for the 3rd 

Saturday dinner, 5 – 7 p.m., beginning in September. Please let Melissa Barrett know if 

you are interested in forming a meal group to serve Christ House in that time slot. 

 

WIND ENERGY . . . All Souls are Green has made a connection through Ground Swell to 

make available wind energy from a local source at about the same rate as Pepco’s 

standard summer rate. In the long run, this may not save money, but if you wish to 

live into your commitment to support renewable energy, this is an opportunity.  Just 

visit http://groundswell.org/applycpphomes and fill in the form. Be sure to select All 

Souls as the sponsoring organization because we get a donation for every sign up. 

Please see Tony Domenico if you have any questions. 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

Readings for the week of July 28 through August 3 may be found in The Book of 

Common Prayer, on page 976, Daily Office Year One, Week of Proper 12, or may be 

found at the Daily Office online at www.missionstclare.com. 



 
JULY 28, 2013:  THE  TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Today Low Mass with Healing Rite, 8:30 a.m.; Adult Forum: Liturgical Life 

Principles, undercroft, 10 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.; Child care provided. 

Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

ILP Setup, nave, 5 p.m.; ILP Concert, nave & undercroft, 7:30 p.m.;  

A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday 

 

D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; Arcturus Theater Company Rehearsal, 

undercroft, 7 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Arcturus Theater Company Rehearsal, undercroft, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday 

 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m.;  

A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 7:30 a.m.; Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m.; 

Capital Hearings rehearsal, nave & undercroft, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.; Arcturus,  7 p.m.  

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Arcturus, undercroft, 7 p.m.; A.A., conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, parking lot, 8:30-12:30; Fielding Graduate University, 

conference room, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Arcturus Theater Company Rehearsal, 

undercroft, 2 p.m.; DeYoung-Piersma Wedding, Mary Chapel, 6 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill; 11:00 a.m. CR1- Marcia Anderson,  T1- Will Coley, 

T2- Mark Hoffman, Book- TBA, CR2- Heidi Rasciner, TR- Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Sharon Nuskey 

Greeters: Lisa Watson, Ed McAllister, Paul Meyer 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Kevin LeGrand, (NT) Margaret Romig, (PP) Tamara Floyd 

 11 a.m. (OT) Susie Bruninga, (NT) Lee Tate, (PP) Lee Tate 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Jim Child, Kevin LeGrand, Clark Ball 

 11 a.m. Al Muller, John Sither, Larry Sturgeon, Tony Domenico 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: Melissa Barrett 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. 

Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music;  

Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


