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JOY IN SPITE OF EVERYTHING 
 

A few weeks ago, the All Souls choir sang Evensong in Exeter and Chester Cathedrals 

in England.  Ben Hutchens was “brilliantly American” in his choice of our music, 

including several spirituals, a song in Spanish, and the contemporary anthem written 

in memory of our former music director, Jeff Workman.  One night, after we sang the 

usual parts of the liturgy with particular care and beauty, it came time for the anthem.  

The officiant introduced the piece as though he were announcing a death.  In the most 

solemn, bored, and deadpan British accent, he said, “The choir will now sing ‘Ain’a 

that Good News’ by Dawson.”  We then shocked the silence of that medieval space 

with fun, life, and joy.  Though I could almost see some of the carved figures in the 

wood and stone tapping their feet, when we finished the anthem, our joy was met with 

absolute, if not baffled silence.  But then, joy often gets that reaction in our world.  

 

When I write of “joy,” I don’t mean a kind of giddy or airheaded happiness, the kind 

of sentiment expressed by a Pollyanna or someone who simply refuses to see the pain 

and violence of the world.  I mean much more than that.    

 

Joy comes from the deepest part of a Christian faith.  It allows one to stare down death 

and know that new life will come.  Joy enables one to endure suffering of any kind in 

the knowledge that one is never, ever alone.  Joy lifts us out of sin. 

 

The 20th century theologian and priest Austin Farrer describes this deep joy.  He writes, 

“God forgives me with the compassion of his eyes, but my back is turned to him. I 

have been told that he forgives me, but I will not turn and have the forgiveness, not 

though I feel the eyes on my back. God forgives me, for he takes my head between his 

hands and he turns my face to his to make me smile at him. And though I struggle and 

hurt those hands, for they are human, though divine – human and scarred by nails – 

though I hurt them, they do not let go until he has smiled me into smiling.” (Said or 

Sung, p. 58)  Wherever we find ourselves, however we experience the world, may God 

give us the faith to sing and share the joy of Christ.  John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Our parish administrator, Mary Beth, is away through August 

8. Accordingly, the parish office will be closed this Monday, August 4. Though 

volunteers will help out in the office during her absence, announcements and time-

sensitive messages should be directed to Fr. John . . . Attendance last Sunday, July 27, 

at 8:30 a.m.: 37; at 11 a.m.: 118.  Pledge offering totals are not yet available. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Clark Ball, Reggie Harrington, Daelon Johnson, Tim 

and Karla Cook, Francis Sierawski, Merry Lee Mabon, George Smith, Rob Six, Bertha 

Bowie, Elizabeth Orens, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Joan Shapiro, Robert Harrison, Colin 

and Lindsay Walsh, David Hoffman, Louise Lusignan, Dan Kessler, Nate Wright, 

Charlie and Patti Kalbaugh,  Melissa Meyers, Qwee Lan, Ralph Braun, Fred Jordan, 

Lee Kadrich, Jim Leanderson, Sandra Mabon, Jennie R., Walter G. Acham; Jim and 

Dotty Wallace, Claire Swain, Terry and Ron Horn, Betty Sheehan, Claretta Prescott, 

Julia Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Paul Carter, 

Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Doug Gold, Clare, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana 

Hernandez, Walter Hollis, Elizabeth McKee, Landis Vance, Mark Henderson, Martha 

Holdgate, and Chip Meyers.  Pray also for those in Foreign Service and overseas, 

especially Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our armed forces on active 

duty. 

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Flowers at the main altar today are given by Will Stewart to the 

glory of God and on the occasion of the 21st anniversary of Peter Laugesen and William 

Stewart.  

 

THC ADOPT-AN-APARTMENT . . . Transitional Housing Corporation (THC) has asked 

All Souls to adopt a 3-bedroom apartment at Partner Arms II, a transitional housing 

facility. We will be furnishing the apartment for a mother and her three children. On 

the welcome table in the undercroft, there is a list of what is needed, with a space next 

to each item for people to put their name and email for the item they will get. Many of 

the items needed can be purchased at Target, and the Target list can be found at 

http://is.gd/AdoptAnApartment. Donated items should be put on the stage, behind the 

curtains, and will be moved to the Partner Arms II on move-in day, September 27.    

 

BACKPACKS FOR THC KIDS (K-12th Grade): THC is getting ready for school and you 

can help fill a backpack for a youth in need.  Donations of backpacks, school supplies, 

and/or financial contributions will all go towards preparing more than 350 children for 

the upcoming school year. Please contact Melisssa Barrett at mlb707@gmail.com or 

Will Coley if you’d like to invest in a child’s education today!  Backpacks will be 



needed by Monday, August 18.  A list of items needed can be found in the back of the 

church or on the THC table in the undercroft.   

 

EPISCOPAL MEN’S FELLOWSHIP . . . The Episcopal Men's Fellowship will be meeting next 

on Monday, August 4, at 7 p.m. in the Undercroft. The speaker this meeting will be Ed 

Perlman, a professor of creative writing at Johns Hopkins, who will regale us with the 

life and work of one of his favorite poets. The social hour will begin at 7 p.m. with a 

light dinner served at 8 p.m. The cost is $15. If you'd like to attend please email Ike 

Brannon at ike.brannon@gmail.com or else sign up in the Undercroft.  

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PRAYER GROUP . . . “Don't let your heredity dictate your destiny. 

From where you are, take a leap of faith and pray. God has wonderful plans for you; 

He will make a way for you. With God, you can achieve all the desires of your heart.” 

(Alberto Casing).  Take that leap of faith and pray with the Wednesday night prayer 

group no matter where you are.  The group opens at 7 p.m. with “The Lord be with 

you;” reads and meditates on scripture taken from the Daily Office (for that day); 

shares gleaned thoughts; shares prayer requests; and then prays, ending by 8:30 p.m.  

Jeremiah 29: 11 — “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “Plans for 

welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”      

 

HELPING THE HUNGRY . . . Please bring canned goods or boxed foods such as rice, 

beans, cereal, and pasta. Our Food Bank coordinators are David Cooper 

(davidncooper@verizon.net) and Bob Long (boblongmail@aol.com).  Please drop off 

food items in the bins located at the church vestibule entry.  

 

SUMMER STEWARDSHIP . . . Even though many people travel during the summer 

months, the church continues to pray, sing, and serve.  Please consider volunteering to 

help in the garden, assist with Sunday breakfast or coffee hour, sing in the choir, usher, 

read, or lead a summer Adult Forum discussion.  Also, please continue to support All 

Souls financially.  Especially during the summer, online giving can make things 

simpler.  To find out more about online giving via All Souls Connects, visit 

www.allsoulsdc.org/login.  

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for this week, August 3 through August 9, please consult 

The Book of Common Prayer, page 979, “Week of Proper 13.” One can follow online at the 

Mission St. Clare site, http://www.missionstclare.com/english/August/whole/list.html.  

 



 AUGUST 3, 2014:  THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday 
 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.; High Mass with Healing Rite 

and the Baptism of Rosalie Eurgubian Wadsworth, 11 a.m.; Child care 

provided; Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass; Summer 

Bible Study 10 a.m., undercroft; AA Meeting, conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday Parish Office Closed;  

D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m.;  

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m.; Prayer Group, Mary Chapel, 7 p.m.; 

Christ House Dinner, 5 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.;  

Capital Hearings Rehearsal, undercroft & choir room, 7 p.m. 

Friday 

 

Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.;  

A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, Maret School, 3000 Cathedral Ave., NW, 8:30 a.m. − 12:30 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill;  

11:00 a.m. CR1- Barry Huber,  T1- Katherine Nordal, T2- Heidi Rasciner, 

Book- Martha Domenico, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Tyler Doherty 

Bell Guild: Bill Stevens, Jeff Wells 

Greeters: Ed McAllister, Paul Meyer, Debby Kelly 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Marko Zlatich, (NT) TBD, (PP) Nancy Aherne; 

11:00 a.m. (OT) Harry Feely, (NT) Charles Petrosky, (PP) Mark Hoffman 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand;  

11:00 a.m. JoAnn LaFon, Butch Bradburn, Kathleen Scholl, Bill Miller 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: TBD 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Christopher 

Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music;  

Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


