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PRAYING THROUGH CLOUDS 
 

On August 6, the Church observes the Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus 

and his disciples went up a mountain to pray.  While praying, the disciples saw a 

vision of Jesus talking with Moses and Elijah.  A cloud overshadowed them and they 

heard the voice of God saying, “This is my Son, my chosen. Listen to him.”    

 

I think we can take great comfort in the idea that God speaks to us even in the midst of 

thick clouds.  Through prayer we can hear God’s voice and learn how to move 

forward.  Prayer allows us to navigate the clouds.   

 

In the 14th century, an anonymous monk wrote a book that has been called The Cloud 

of Unknowing. The author counsels that sometimes our effort to know and understand 

everything can actually be a stumbling block to a deeper knowledge of God. Instead, 

the author suggests that sometimes prayer should involve simply listening. Such 

prayer is not complicated. It involves simply sitting with God, being available for God, 

trying to un-clutter the mind so that we’re not constantly thinking and talking to God, 

but listening, being, and breathing.  

 

We may think that the presence of God is unattainable or too far off. The author of The 

Cloud of Unknowing suggests heaven may be closer than we think. The author writes, 

“Spiritually, heaven is as near down as up, up as down, behind as before, before as 

behind, on this side as on that! So that whoever really wanted to be in heaven, he is 

there and then in heaven spiritually. For we run the high way (and the quickest) to 

heaven on our desires, and not on our two feet.” (Chapter 60).  

 

Whatever it may be that makes us feel trapped in a fog or overshadowed by clouds, 

prayer can make a way through.  The desire for God is the beginning, and prayer gets 

us to that place in which the clouds begin to disperse, where we hear our name, and 

where we begin to know what it is that we should do.  Led by Christ’s example, may 

we allow our prayers to be used by God to transfigure us and to fill us with a new 

sense of God’s love.  John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Parishioners may have noticed the smell of gas near the 

Woodley Place entrance.  The gas company was called and a connection in the street 

was uncovered and repaired . . . Attendance on Sunday, July 29 at the 8:30 a.m. Mass: 

33; at the 11 a.m. Mass: 104  . . . Pledge offerings for the week were $5,720 and plate 

offerings were $397.  

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . . Bich Hoang, Louise Tesar, Marty Plissner, Paul 

Carter, John Gleason, Harriet Curry, Harvey Shapiro, Chris Spangler, Joan Shapiro, 

Marilee Asher, Dick & Norma Specker, Daniel Matthew Finn, Ted Greenfeld, Doug 

Wallace, Lou Hines, Sally MacDonald, Stewart Brooks Jordan, Diana Kunkel, Margaret 

Child, Joe Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, Jim Morrison, Doug Gold, Bob Colborn, 

Clare, Frazier Russell, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Roger Mahan, Ana Hernandez, B. 

J. Warren, Walter Hollis, Gene Dunn, Jim & Dotty Wallace, Elizabeth McKee, Barb 

Chaffee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, Chip Meyers, 

Arthur Andrew Warren, Marie & Duke Dow, Mary Beth McCutcheon, and Ted Field.  

Pray for members of the parish in the Foreign Service and others working overseas, 

especially Steve Kerchoff, Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our armed 

forces on active duty, especially Jack Severson.    

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Scripture readings for the Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ are Exodus 34:29-35, 2 Peter 1:13-21, Psalm 99, and Luke 9:28-36.  Since All Souls 

has no worship service on August 6, parishioners may wish to read the scriptures on 

their own or attend another parish’s celebration of the feast day . . . Flowers at the 

main altar today are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of her parents 

John and Doris Scott, given by Margaret Scott.  

 

MUSIC THIS SUMMER . . . While the full choir is on vacation, we continue to have 

volunteers, soloists, and small vocal ensembles to provide musical leadership of our 

services. Voice lessons are available to anyone in our parish. Simply send an email for 

more information to ben.hutchens@gmail.com.  In addition, tentative plans are being 

made for a choir trip to England in August of next year.  Ben Hutchens  

 

GARDEN GUILD . . . Almost every Saturday, a small group of faithful volunteers gathers 

to tend the All Souls garden. This is a great way to be outside, take a little exercise, and 

get to know some new people.  Arlin Winefordner coordinates the garden and is 

always eager for new people to join on Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to noon.  Come for all 

or part of the time.    

 

mailto:ben.hutchens@gmail.com


ADULT FORUM DURING THE SUMMER . . . On Sundays we will do a Bible study each 

week of that day’s appointed scripture lessons from the Revised Common Lectionary. 

Whenever there are two tracks offered for the day, All Souls usually reads Track Two.  

The Adult Forum meets on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the undercroft.  Please join us when 

you can.  

 

DIRTY PEOPLE WANTED  . . . Or clean people who are willing to get dirty, or people who 

are so good at cleaning that they stay clean . . . In any event, come and help us clean 

our building Saturday, August 18, beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the undercroft. We will 

provide lunch, make fresh ice cream, and have some fun together as we scrub, wash, 

paint, clean, organize, and get things ready for Ingathering (the welcome back Sunday) 

in September. Come for a few hours or the whole day. Sign up in the undercroft at the 

welcome table or email Jeff Wells at jeff.wells@starpower.net if you can join the party. 

Who knew you could get this dirty at church?  

 

A PRAYER FOR TRANSFIGURATION DAY . . . O God, who on the holy mount didst reveal 

to chosen witnesses thy well-beloved Son, wonderfully transfigured, in raiment white 

and glistening: Mercifully grant that we, being delivered from the disquietude of this 

world, may by faith behold the King in his beauty; who with thee, O Father, and thee, 

O Holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

SEPTEMBER 21-23: 2012 DIOCESAN FALL SILENT RETREAT . . . Give yourself the gift of 

silence and join the Rev. Dr. Lloyd A. Lewis as he leads a retreat in contemplation of 

God's call and our response to it in our lives. "Come ye apart and rest a while." The 

retreat will be September 21-23, at the Conference and Retreat Center at Bon Secours, 

Marriottsville, Maryland.  The conference fee is $195 for single room and bath and 

meals. To register, e-mail Margaret Bennett at bennmargar@aol.com or call 202-337-

3415. 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for August 5 through August 11, please consult the Book of 

Common Prayer, page 979, “Proper 13.”  
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AUGUST 5, 2012: THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 Low Mass, 8:30 a.m., High Mass, 11 a.m.   Child care provided. 

 Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 Adult Bible Study, undercroft, 10 a.m. 

 Coffee Hour, undercroft, following 11 a.m. High Mass 

 Endowment Board Meeting, conference room, 12:45 p.m.; 

A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Citizens’ Federation Meeting, Conference Room, 6:30 p.m.   

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m. Low Mass, 12 p.m.;  

Capital Hearings Rehearsal, 7 p.m., church & undercroft 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m., Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.  

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m. A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, parking lot, 8:30-12:30; Garden Guild 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.  

Liturgical ministers for the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill 

 11 a.m. CR1- Marcia Anderson, T1-Tyler Doherty, T2-Mark Hoffman, 

Book-Heidi Rasciner, CR2-Ed Perlman, TR-Barry Huber 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Sharon Nuskey 

Greeters: 11 a.m. Sharon Nuskey, Bob Publicover, Wesleyk Smith 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Bill Sherfey, (NT) Peter Laugesen, (PP) Tamara Floyd 

 11 a.m. (OT) Will Stewart, (NT) Beth Moten, (PP) Josie Martin 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Clark Ball, Kevin LeGrand 

 11 a.m. Dale Lewis, Dick & Tracy Self, John Sither  

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Loaves and Fishes 

Coffee Hour: Scraps and Left-overs  

(Sponsors for breakfast and coffee hour are invited to sign up on the bulletin board in 

the undercroft.) 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Reverend John Beddingfield, rector; The Reverend Christopher Worthley, honorary associate;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: allsouls1@aol.com; 

Email the rector: jfbeddingfield@yahoo.com; Email the vestry: allsoulsvestry@gmail.com 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


