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WE ARE ALL ONE PEOPLE 

 

They say one way that you can define yourself is by looking at yourself in relation to a 

group you identify with: young/old, man/woman, gay/straight, black/white, 

Episcopal/non-Episcopal, old member/new member, high church/low church. The 

issue here, as I see it, is many of these groups are sub-groups within the church but 

have come to perceive themselves as primary groups. 

 

What’s the difference? Aren’t differences good for the organization? Don’t they foster 

discussion, growth, and creativity? I feel that as primary groups we perceive ourselves 

as more separate than similar. As a result, these differences often become divisive, and 

laden with value judgements of right and wrong, good and bad, and inclusive and 

exclusive. If they were felt to be sub-groups within the membership of the church, they 

might just be seen as differences of opinion, or differences of attitude, or differences of 

character. If we perceived ourselves to be united more strongly as similar member-

participants, then our commonality would be perceived as outweighing the differences 

of the sub-groups. 

 

How would this look? Well, rather than seeing ourselves as significantly different and 

at odds with one another, we would see ourselves as essentially the same. We would 

treat each other more caringly, as if we were at a family reunion. We would greet each 

other more warmly. We would strive to get to know each other better. We would greet 

each other with more warmth and compassion. We would greet each other more 

warmly at The Peace. We would look for ways to strengthen our bonds and to 

experience our commonalities rather than feel at odds because of our differences. We 

would work together as an organization that has different members performing 

different roles, rather than becoming perturbed because we are not the same. We 

would become a more welcoming group where no one felt uncomfortable about 

approaching someone whose name they did not know. As members in common, we 

would relate to each other as equals and act superior to no one. As caring members, 

when there was a difference of opinion, those involved would come together, face-to-

face, to share their opinions and their rationale. 



I feel these are goals well worth pursuing. I hope other members of the congregation 

do, too. We are all here together as participant members of All Souls Church, aren’t 

we?   Charlie Boone 

 

AROUND THE PARISH . . . This Sunday, August 14, the Rev. Martin Smith will join us to 

preach and celebrate at both masses. He will also lead an adult forum on the topic 

“Poetry and Faith” . . . Submissions for inclusion in the September issue of The Message 

are due to the parish office no later than next Friday, August 19. . . Attendance last 

Sunday, August 7 at 8:30 a.m.: 31; at 11 a.m.: 60. . . Pledge: $3,674; Plate: $775.24; Online 

Giving: $5,450. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Sheila Arbury, Ralph Braun, Margaret Brownlee, 

Margaret Child, Jan Clayberg, Julia Gutierrez, Reggie Harrington, Fred Jordan, Lee 

Kadrich, Dawn Kelley, Dan Kessler, Susan Morrison, Jay Robbins, Joe Threadgill, 

Landis Vance, Merriam Woodhouse, and Marko Zlatich. Pray also for those in Foreign 

Service & overseas, especially Scott Cecil and Chuck Hunter, & our armed forces on 

active duty . . . Contact the parish office to add names to the list. Names stay on for one month, 

unless the person submitting the name contacts the office to request continued prayers.   

 

RECTOR TRANSITION. . . Especially during a time of transition, the vestry—the elected, 

legal representative of the parish—is charged with ensuring that the essential elements 

of outreach, pastoral care, and worship continue and flourish.  From the Episcopal 

Dictionary: "The basic responsibilities of the vestry are to help define and articulate the 

mission of the congregation, to support the church's mission by word and deed, to 

select the rector, to ensure effective organization and planning, and to manage 

resources and finances."  Please direct inquiries or concerns about the parish to any 

general member of the vestry or to one of the wardens.  Our senior warden is Jeff Wells 

(senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org, 202-746-0120) and our junior warden is Daniel Callis  

(junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org, 202-468-2327). General members of the vestry are listed 

at www.allsoulsdc.org/leadership. 

 

CALLING ALL 20'S AND 30'S . . . to our monthly Burger, Bible and Beer/Beverage night in 

the back garden next Thursday, August 18 at 7 p.m.  We'll enjoy drinks, fellowship, 

and a brief scripture reading/discussion.  Please bring a food item for the Capital Area 

Community Food Bank if you are able.  Questions? See Kathryn Childers or Jeff Wells. 

 

 



HELP SUPPORT THE SEARCH COMMITTEE . . . The Rector Search Committee is moving 

rapidly forward with the search process.  We have narrowed the list of candidates to 

eight and scheduled parish visits for each candidate.  Through August, teams of three 

committee members will visit each candidate to listen to a sermon, see them interact 

with their home parish, and hopefully share a meal with them.  If you have frequent 

flyer or other rewards miles that you would like to donate to the committee, please 

contact Lee Davis (leedavis@velaw.com).  Your generosity would contribute to an 

important parish project and would be most appreciated. 

 

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF ALL SOULS PARISH? . . . If you faithfully attend, take 

communion and contribute to the life and ministry of the parish you're on your way 

(and thank you!)...but you're not there quite yet. We still need the date of your Baptism 

in our files for you to be considered a Communicant in Good Standing.  There are 

three good reasons you want to become one:   1)  We want to attract the best rector we 

can.  The number of Communicants in Good Standing is an important metric of the 

health and vibrancy of any Episcopal congregation.  Our rector candidates will, of 

course, be looking at it closely and we report that figure regularly;  2) Communicants 

in Good Standing are permitted to vote in parish elections;  3) Most important of all, 

Baptism is one of the two great sacraments of the church.  We want to make sure 

you're baptized.  If you were baptized in another Christian church, that's fine.  If you 

don't know the date but know you were baptized, whether in the Episcopal church or 

another Christian church, we can work with that too.  And if you haven't been 

baptized yet, we can, joyfully, help with that as well.  Just contact the senior warden 

during our rector transition period at senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org. 

 

EPISCOPAL MEN’S FELLOWSHIP . . . The next Episcopal Men's Fellowship will be this 

Wednesday, August 17, in the church undercroft. Our speaker will be Frank Robinson, 

who will talk about his recently published book Faith & Tobacco, which chronicles the 

history of and around St Thomas' Episcopal Church in Croom, MD. Our fellowship 

hour will begin at 6:45 p.m. and dinner will be served at 7:45 p.m. for the low price of 

$15. Please email Ike Brannon at chiefdeputyusher@gmail.com if you plan to attend. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO HOST BREAKFAST OR COFFEE HOUR . . . Hospitality is an important 

part of our identity at All Souls, often expressed in the serving of breakfast and coffee 

hour to our guests and fellow parishioners. Please consider signing up in the 

undercroft as a host. Additional information can be found at 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/social.  
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AUGUST 14, 2016:  THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;   

Adult Forum: “Poetry and Faith,” undercroft, 10 a.m.;  Child care provided;  

Breakfast following 8:30 a.m. Mass;  Coffee Hour following 11 a.m. Mass;  

A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Mtg., conf. room, 6:45 p.m. 

Tuesday  D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass w/Healing Rite, 12 p.m.;  

EMF, undercroft & kitchen, 5 p.m.; Prayer Group, fireplace room, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.;  

20s/30s Barbecue, undercroft & patio, 6 p.m. 

Friday A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday 20s/30s Group: Martha’s Table Food Prep, undercroft & kitchen, 1 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 11 a.m. (CR1) Rob Gibbs,  (Book) Barry Huber,  

(CR2) Ed Perlman, (TR) Mark Hoffman 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Kathy Ruffing 

Greeters: Diana Knyazeva, Julie Duriga, Dan Newton 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Jerry Fath, (NT) Trevor Boothe, (PP) Tamara Floyd; 

11 a.m. (OT) Rick Taylor, (NT) Charles Briody, (PP) Daniel Callis 

Ushers: Tracy Self, Dick Self, Vicki Drell, Dale Lewis 

Breakfast: Loaves & Fishes 

Coffee Hour: Loaves & Fishes 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, The Rev. Cameron Soulis, The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA,  

The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistants;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org;  

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org; senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

To receive this by email, sign up at 

http://allsoulsdclists.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update_allsoulsdclists.org 
 

 

 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 
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