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FOUR HUNDRED AND NINETY PRAYERS OF FORGIVENESS (OR MORE)  

 

The Gospel reading at Mass Thursday morning was from Matthew, where Peter asks 

Jesus about forgiveness.  Peter asks, “How often should I forgive?” (Mt. 18:21). And 

Jesus answers, “seventy-seven times,” or as older scriptures put it, “seventy times 

seven.” Jesus may be referring to a story in Genesis, or he may be expressing the fullest 

possible bounds of forgiveness by using the number seven to represent completeness 

and multiplying it.  Whatever the case, his point is clear. We should pray for those who 

wrong us, slight us, harm us, ignore us, or belittle us—whether that person be an 

outright enemy or simply a stranger who annoys.  “Pray for them,” Jesus says.  

 

“But,” I want to say.  But, what about when I’m in the right?  What about the person 

who stays in the wrong traffic lane until the last possible moment, and then cuts in 

front of me?  What about the person in the airport security line who brings scissors, 

knives, and over-sized shampoo, delaying everyone?  “Pray for them,” Jesus says. 

 

And then more seriously, what about the politicians who bend the truth, or who create 

division in order to win votes?  What about the companies that ignore their workers? 

What about thieves and thugs and swindlers?  My list of resentments grows and grows 

and grows. “Forgive them,” Jesus says.  “Pray for them.” 

 

In telling us to pray and to forgive, I don’t think Jesus is necessarily offering us some 

final, overarching solution to the problem of evil in the world.  Instead, he’s offering us 

a way to save our souls.  By praying for my enemy, I let my anger out.  I name what’s 

eating at me and more importantly, I place the offending person in the hands of God, 

where he or she belongs.  What God does with that person is God’s business, but I’ve 

done my part, and I’ve moved closer to Jesus.    

 

This doesn’t answer why people take up guns or plant bombs.  It doesn’t answer why 

people separate from friends, family, or community.  But it does give me a way to keep 

myself close to Christ, to remain in community with other believers, and to allow the 

possibility of forgiveness to exist for others and for myself. John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . The Rector will be on vacation August 20 through August 28.  

A part of vacation will include attending the Downeast Spiritual Life Conference in 

Ellsworth, Maine . . . Special thanks to Bob Long who has been helping in our office 

during the parish administrator interim period and has been coordinating all kinds of 

work around the church building.  The kitchen stove has been recalibrated and tuned 

up, the stone and wood repair continues on the church tower, a new toilet has been 

installed in the nursery restroom, and further work has been done to prevent leaks in 

the Sunday school rooms, new flooring, and wall repair . . . Attendance on Sunday, 

August 12 at the 8:30 a.m. Mass: 28; at the 11 a.m. Mass: 84  . . . Pledge offerings for the 

week were $6,160 and plate offerings were $286.   

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . . David Hoffman, Bill Lambert, Bich Hoang, Louise 

Tesar, Marty Plissner, Paul Carter, John Gleason, Harriet Curry, Harvey Shapiro, Chris 

Spangler, Joan Shapiro, Marilee Asher, Dick & Norma Specker, Daniel Matthew Finn, 

Ted Greenfeld, Doug Wallace, Lou Hines, Sally MacDonald, Stewart Brooks Jordan, 

Diana Kunkel, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, Jim Morrison, 

Doug Gold, Bob Colborn, Clare, Frazier Russell, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Roger 

Mahan, Ana Hernandez, B. J. Warren, Walter Hollis, Gene Dunn, Jim & Dotty Wallace, 

Elizabeth McKee, Barb Chaffee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, Mark Henderson, Martha 

Holdgate, Chip Meyers, Arthur Andrew Warren, Marie & Duke Dow, Mary Beth 

McCutcheon, and Ted Field.  Pray for members of the parish in the Foreign Service and 

others working overseas, especially Steve Kerchoff, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our 

armed forces on active duty, especially Jack Severson.    

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Flowers at the main altar are given to the glory of God and in 

loving memory of former senior warden Nancye Suggs, who was interred at Arlington 

National Cemetery on August 19, 2011. . . . While the rector is away, Matins will 

continue Tuesday through Friday at 7:15 a.m.  . . On Wednesday, August 22, Noonday 

Prayer with the Healing Rite will be offered at 12 p.m.   

 

ADULT FORUM DURING THE SUMMER . . . On Sundays, we will do a Bible study each 

week of that day’s appointed scripture lessons from the Revised Common Lectionary. 

Whenever there are two tracks offered for the day, All Souls usually reads Track Two, 

so the readings for August 19 are Proverbs 9:1-6, Psalm 34:9-14, Ephesians 5:15-20, and 

John 6:61-58. The Adult Forum meets on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the undercroft.  Please 

join us when you can.  

 



MUSIC THIS SUMMER . . . While the full choir is on vacation, we continue to have 

volunteers, soloists, and small vocal ensembles to provide musical leadership of our 

services. Voice lessons are available to anyone in our parish. Simply send an email for 

more information to music@allsoulsdc.org.  In addition, tentative plans are being made 

for a choir trip to England in August of next year.  Ben Hutchens  

 

GARDEN GUILD . . . Almost every Saturday, a small group of faithful volunteers gathers 

to tend the All Souls garden. This is a great way to be outside, take a little exercise, and 

get to know some new people.  Arlin Winefordner coordinates the garden and is 

always eager for new people to join on Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to noon.  Come for all 

or part of the time.    

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR A BUSY SEPTEMBER:  

 

Monday, September 10, 7 p.m.: The DC Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 

will offer Choral Evensong at All Souls.  All are invited.  Dr. Hutchens will be installed 

as an officer and Father Beddingfield will be installed as chaplain. 

 

Tuesday, September 11, 7 p.m. and Saturday, September 15, 10 a.m.: Open House for 

the neighborhood allowing us to share our hopes for making our building more 

accessible.  Representatives from MFTA Architecture will be on hand to answer 

technical questions, but parishioners are needed to act as hosts and supporters.   

 

Friday, September 14, 8 a.m.: DC Recovery Community Alliance will again hold its 

annual prayer breakfast at All Souls.  The Rev. Joe Clark, a retired Episcopal priest, 

will be the keynote speaker.  All are invited to purchase tickets and attend. 

 

Sunday, September 16: Ingathering-- Sunday school, adult choir and children’s choir, 

Adult Forum on St. Francis all begin today.  From 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.  there will also be a 

Newcomers Gathering with wine, cheese, and other goodies.   

 

Friday, September 22, 8 p.m.: Capital Hearings Concert at All Souls.  This a capella 

singing group rehearses at All Souls and will offer a concert entitled, “Saints and 

Sinners.”   

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for August 19 through August 25, please consult The Book 

of Common Prayer, page 981, “Proper 15.”  



 
 

AUGUST 19, 2012: THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 Low Mass, 8:30 a.m., High Mass, 11 a.m.   Child care provided. 

 Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 Adult Bible Study, undercroft, 10 a.m. 

 Coffee Hour, undercroft, following 11 a.m. High Mass 

 A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.;  

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m. Low Mass, 12 p.m.;  

Outreach and Communications Meeting, 6:30 p.m., conference room;  

Capital Hearings Rehearsal, 7 p.m., church & undercroft 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m., Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.  

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m. A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, parking lot, 8:30-12:30; Garden Guild 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.  

Liturgical ministers for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill 

 11 a.m. CR1- Mike McGee, T1-Marcia Anderson, T2-Martha Domenico, 

Book-Katherine Nordal, CR2-Ed Perlman, TR-Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Kevin LeGrand, Charles Petrosky 

Greeters: 11 a.m. Lori Commins, Ed McAllister, Paul Meyer 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) TBD, (NT) Jerry Fath, (PP) Karen McFadden   

 11 a.m. (OT) Charles Briody, (NT) Rick Taylor , (PP) Will Coley 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Clark Ball, Kevin LeGrand 

 11 a.m. Ike Brannon, Bob Colborn, Ed McAllister, Beth Moten   

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Loaves and Fishes 

Coffee Hour: Jennifer Crier Johnston & Friends 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Reverend John Beddingfield, rector; The Reverend Christopher Worthley, honorary associate;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: allsouls1@aol.com; 

Email the rector: jfbeddingfield@yahoo.com; Email the vestry: allsoulsvestry@gmail.com 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 

All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


