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THE MESSAGE: GOD’S CREATION IN THE “LAST FRONTIER” 
 

Earlier this summer we went on a “bucket-list” trip, cruising the Alaska Inside Passage on the 
National Geographic Sea Bird with 66 other passengers and crew, including naturalists and 
professional photographers from National Geographic. 
  

We marveled at the glacially carved cliffs of Misty Fjords; the icescapes of Glacier Bay; glaciers 
along the route; and the wildlife-rich waters of Icy Strait, home to humpback whales, puffins, 
and Steller sea lions. We explored spectacular fjords by expedition landing craft and hiked 
through old-growth forests, enjoying their beauty with all our senses. We kayaked with sea 
otters and sea lions and watched amazing sea birds. We hiked the ancient Tongass National 
Forest and learned from the native Tlinglits about their rich heritage and customs. We rafted 
in rain and wind through the Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve, marveling in the beauty of those 
creatures. Over the course of the trip we also glimpsed orcas, brown and black bears, wolves, 
and mountain goats. Perhaps the most spectacular experience was sitting for a few hours 
between two pods of humpback whales as they communicated and worked together in a 
behavior known as “bubble feeding.” The sun was bright and warm. The sky was a magnificent 
blue, teeming with birds who patiently waited to feast on the remnants of the bubble feeding.  
 

While these incredible sights gave us a deep sense of thankfulness for this part of creation, we 
also experienced God in this awesome environment. Alaska’s inside passage provided us a 
deeper understanding of what John Philip Newell points out in Listening for the Heartbeat of God, 
the book we read together as a parish earlier this year, that God is in creation and we should 
see the world as a place of revelation and life as sacramental. Observing the drastic retreat of 
many glaciers and visiting wildlife refuges for animals who have suffered due to human 
behavior emphasized the important responsibility that humans have to love, nurture, and 
cultivate this magnificent world that God has created. 
 

As Hymn 405 reminds us: “He gave us eyes to see them, And lips that we might tell, How great 
is God Almighty, Who has made all things well… All things bright and beautiful, All creatures 
great and small, All things wise and wonderful: The Lord God made them all.” Let us pray that 
we may all be good stewards of God’s magnificent creation.   Katherine Nordal and Elaine Eaker 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH CLEAN-UP DAY SEPTEMBER 9 . . . It’s time for us to clean out and tidy up many 
of our nooks and crannies on the lower level of our building. Please come lend a hand 
with various projects around the building and grounds for as much time as you want to 
give. Plan to come around 9:30 a.m. or as soon as you are available. For more information, 
contact Dale Lewis at dalealewis@aol.com. 
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NEW ADULT FORMATION OPPORTUNITY: EFM GROUP FORMING . . . EFM is a program of 
education and reflection that meets weekly in a small group, led by a trained facilitator, to 
survey Christian scripture, history, and theology and integrate them into their own life of faith. 
If you are interested in knowing more, please contact Rachelle Sam at (409)363-3605 or 
sam.rachelle@gmail.com. More info about EFM: http://efm.sewanee.edu/about-efm/about-efm. 

 
A NEW WAY TO CONNECT . . . Our church is moving to a new program called Realm that offers 
some exciting opportunities to support the way you are involved in our church—it will make 
it easier for our church family to connect with each other, keep up with what’s going on, and 
grow as a connected community. We will roll out the features of Realm gradually, but over the 
next few weeks we will be sending out email invitations for you to create a Realm log-in. We 
encourage you to create an account, and use this opportunity to review and update your 
personal information, upload a photo, review your privacy preferences, and get used to 
navigating the website. You will also be able to stay connected with All Souls on the go by 
downloading the free Connect Our Church Community app. Visit www.allsoulsdc.org/realm 
for more information on this exciting new opportunity for us to connect! 

Save the Date! 
 

• Ingathering Sunday, September 10 
• 20’s & 30’s Group, September 14, Undercroft, 7 p.m.  
• Endowment Board Quarterly Meeting, September 24, Conference Room, 12:45 p.m. 
• Wise & Mature Luncheon, September 27, Undercroft, 12:45 p.m. 

EPISCOPAL MEN’S FELLOWSHIP  . . . The next meeting of the Episcopal Men's Fellowship 
will be this Thursday, September 7, in the church Undercroft. Father Christopher 
Worthley will be discussing his recent work facilitating an ongoing dialogue between 
Jews and Germans with his foundation. The fellowship hour begins at 6:30 p.m. with 
dinner at 7:30 p.m. A $15 donation is requested. RSVP to chiefdeputyusher@gmail.com. 
 
WOMEN OF ALL SOULS . . . Please join us Tuesday, September 12 for a brown-bag supper, 
meditation, and a discussion of Flannery O’Connor’s short story, “Good Country 
People.” We will meet in the Conference Room at 6:30 p.m. Please enter the church at 
Woodley Place or the door of the new addition. All are welcome—especially newcomers! 
Please contact me if you have any questions: The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, 
eorensnoel@earthlink.net. The short story can be found online or in most bookstores. 
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HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF . . . Our prayers continue for all those affected by Hurricane 
Harvey and the storm surges and floods that have rendered the Houston area a major disaster 
area.  For those parishioners with ties to the area, please know that our hearts are with you and 
your loved ones. As with any major disaster, immediate financial help is needed to care for all 
those who are displaced and who have lost so much.  Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) 
is an experienced and very highly respected disaster agency.  If you are looking for a way to 
help, we highly recommend a contribution to ERD for their Hurricane Harvey response effort 
(http://www.episcopalrelief.org/hurricane-harvey-response).  Or, if you would prefer to give 
in the name of our parish, any donations made to our Rector's Discretionary Fund between 
now and September 9 will also be given to ERD.  Either way, your contribution is tax deductible 
and will get to people who are in need of help and support. 
 
REFUGEE SUPPORT PROJECT . . . As part of our refugee support effort, we 
are collecting food and diapers for the Haydaris, an Afghan–Iranian 
family. There is a box to receive contributions for them in our Undercroft. 
Requested items include rice, beans/lentils, breakfast cereal, baking 
ingredients, spices, canned tomatoes, canned tuna, olive oil/cooking oil, 
and size 5 diapers. 
 

TOILETRY DRIVE. . . Following the success of our recent backpack 
drive, as part of Samaritan Ministry’s Empower the Homeless 
campaign, All Souls is conducting a toiletry drive for the month of 

September. We’re collecting donations of toothpaste, tooth brushes, dental floss, non-alcoholic 
mouthwash, soap and body wash, shampoo and conditioner, African-American hair products, 
shaving cream and razors, deodorant, and feminine hygiene products. Through Sunday, 
September 24, place donations in the marked bins in the undercroft. We will sort and prepare 
the toiletries at our September 27th Wise & Mature Luncheon, when a representative from 
Samaritan Ministry will speak with us about their programs.  
 
SAMARITAN MINISTRY GALA & AUCTION . . . Samaritan Ministry is hosting their 2017 Gala 
& Auction on Saturday, October 28 from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at Washington Episcopal School 
in Bethesda. There will be live & silent auctions, refreshments, and music. We hope to fill a 
whole table with a contingent from All Souls. Tickets are $100 each and can be purchased at 
http://bit.ly/SMGW2017Gala. Questions? Email karenlynnlightfoot@gmail.com. 
 

All Souls Serve 
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YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Ralph Braun, Susie Bruninga, Margaret Child, Peggy 
Crook, Lois Eaker Dutro, Julia Gutierrez, Fred Jordan, The Reverend Lucia Lloyd, Tom Mabon, 
Susan Morrison, Bill Pressly, Joan Shapiro, Merriam Woodhouse, for those in Foreign Service, 
amd our armed forces on active duty. 
 

DEDICATIONS  . . . The flowers at the High Altar are given in remembrance of all who have 
died as a result of Hurricane Harvey and in thanksgiving for all those who are supporting the 
relief effort with their time, talent, and treasure . . . The flowers in the Mary Chapel are given 
in memory of David Parker, our organist and choirmaster from 1964-1980, who died earlier this 
year, and whose requiem Mass will be celebrated at St. Paul's K Street on Saturday, September 
16, at 2 p.m. . . . The candle in the Mary Chapel has been given by our rector to burn during the 
entire month of September as a perpetual prayer for the presence of Christ's love and peace in 
the healing and repentance of the racial divisions that plague us as individuals and as a nation. 
 

 
Liturgical Ministers for September 3, 2017 
Acolytes: (CR1) H. Rasciner, (Book) M. Porter, (CR2) R. Gibbs, (TR) F. Moran Arce 
Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Kathy Ruffing 
Greeters: Joe Howell, vEnessa Acham 
Lectors: 8:30 (OT/Psalm/NT) Catherine Braun, (PP) Kevin LeGrand; 

11 (OT) Leigh Harrison, (NT) Chuck Hunter, (PP) Katherine Nordal 
Ushers: Bill Miller, John Coates, Debby Kelly, Susie Bruninga 
Healing Ministers: Al Muller, Lisa Watson 
Breakfast  Loaves & Fishes 
Coffee Hour: Loaves & Fishes 

 
ALL SOULS EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; 202-232-4244 
www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org 
To receive this by email, sign up at https://is.gd/asc_update. 
 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew for recycling. 
 

28 27 24 24 30 29 30

124 103
65 64 72 106 104

20 6
8 7

9 27

0

50

100

150

200

Week of July 23 July 30
No Thurs Mass

August 6
No Weekday

Masses

August 13
No Thurs Mass

August 20
No Thurs Mass

August 27
No Thurs Mass

2017 Average

Weekly Attendance

Sunday 8:30 a.m. Sunday 11 a.m. Weekday Services

https://is.gd/asc_update

	All Souls Weekly

