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INGATHERING AT A CHURCH OF ALL SOULS 

 

This Sunday we welcome back our choir and begin our fall program at All Souls.  

There will also be a special collect in recognition of the 15th anniversary of September 

11th.   

 

Ingathering seems like the perfect time to talk about some of the reasons we come 

together in Christian community.  If you’ve never watched it, Professor Brené Brown 

does a marvelous TED talk on vulnerability.  (Google “TED Vulnerability” and it will 

come up.)  Like me, you may find a deep Christology in what she says.   

 

Connection with each other gives purpose to our lives – in fact we are wired for it 

neurologically and biologically.  She goes on to say that shame is the fear of 

disconnection, that fear you aren’t worthy of connection if people really knew you 

well.  Vulnerability is allowing ourselves to be seen, really seen for who we are in spite 

of that fear of shame, and hence a key to deep connection.  The problem is being 

vulnerable takes courage and hard work.  So we tend to numb our vulnerability in 

various ways with busyness, alcohol, drugs, looking for political or religious 

certainties (or countless other ways) and we lose that deep sense of connection.    

 

What to do?  Professor Brown recommends being “wholehearted” and exercising the 

following traits:  1) Courage:  Have the courage to be imperfect; 2) Compassion:  Be 

kind to yourself first and then to others; 3) Connect through authenticity:  Be willing to 

let go of whom you think you or others think you should be in order to be who you 

are; 4) Embrace vulnerability: Believe that what makes you vulnerable makes you 

beautiful and the same goes for everyone else.  Finally, she says, vulnerability is the 

willingness to say, “I love you” first and be willing to invest in relationships 

understanding that not all of them may work out.  Love even if there is no guarantee.   

 

Christian community doesn’t mean that everyone is perfect.  Not at All Souls, not 

anywhere.  We forget this and the secular world seems somehow unable or unwilling 

to reconcile it.  Being Christian means we try.  And we ask for God’s help in doing so:  



Try to love ourselves; Try to love our neighbor; Try to forgive; Try to make ourselves 

vulnerable.  We seek a deeper, loving connection with Christ and with each other, no 

matter how difficult, no matter our mutual gross imperfections.  Therein lie our God 

and our faith.  Jeff Wells, senior warden 

 

AROUND THE PARISH . . . This Sunday, September 11, the Reverend Frank Dunn joins us 

again to preach and celebrate at both masses. We will also welcome back the choir 

from their summer break. Please join us! Rev. Dunn will also preach and celebrate the 

following Sunday, September 18 . . . The Reverend Martin Smith will be our preacher 

and celebrant from Sunday, September 25 through Sunday, October 23 . . . 

Congratulations to Jen Young and Evelyn Duffy, who were married at All Souls last 

Saturday, September 3 . . . Tremendous thanks from the entire parish to Lisa Watson 

and her daughters Allie and Scout for their “Labor” weeding and cleaning up on Labor 

Day.  The front sidewalk and curb and gutter are weed free and sprayed to hopefully 

keep them that way for a little longer.  Hurray for a new generation of eager volunteers 

and in addition Allie and Scout were able to get community volunteer credit at their 

school for their hard work.  A win-win!  . . .  Attendance last Sunday, September 4 at 

8:30 a.m.: 20; at 11 a.m.: 68. . . Online Giving: $5,050. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Walter E. Acham, Rita Bradbman, Ralph Braun, 

Margaret Child, Peggy Crook, Julia Gutierrez, Evelyn Mackin Henry, Janis Hoffman, 

Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Susan Morrison, Jay Robbins, Marilyn and Stuart Stiles, Joe 

Threadgill, Landis Vance, Mary Welker, and Merriam Woodhouse. Pray also for those 

in Foreign Service & overseas, especially Scott Cecil, & our armed forces on active duty 

. . . Contact the parish office to add names to the list. Names stay on for one month, unless the 

person submitting the name contacts the office to request continued prayers.   

 

LITURGICAL NOTES  . . . The flowers on the main altar this Sunday are given to the glory 

of God and in appreciation for all, especially the vestry, clergy, guest rectors, and 

everyone who volunteers so many hours of time and talent to make our church the 

wonderful place it is . . . The candle in the sanctuary burns to the glory of God and in 

honor of the choir of All Souls, which returns from its summer break this Sunday. 

 

RECTOR TRANSITION. . . Especially during a time of transition, the vestry—the elected, 

legal representative of the parish—is charged with ensuring that the essential elements 

of outreach, pastoral care, and worship continue and flourish.  From the Episcopal 

Dictionary: "The basic responsibilities of the vestry are to help define and articulate the 

mission of the congregation, to support the church's mission by word and deed, to 



select the rector, to ensure effective organization and planning, and to manage 

resources and finances."  Please direct inquiries or concerns about the parish to any 

general member of the vestry or to one of the wardens.  Our senior warden is Jeff Wells 

(senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org, 202-746-0120) and our junior warden is Daniel Callis  

(junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org, 202-468-2327). General members of the vestry are listed 

at www.allsoulsdc.org/leadership. 

 

BOOK FAIR BENEFITS THE EPISCOPAL CENTER FOR CHILDREN (ECC) . . . Join members of 

the Episcopal Center for Children Auxiliary Board on Sunday, September 18 from  

10 a.m. to 8 p.m. at Politics and Prose Bookstore, 5015 Connecticut Avenue, NW. 

Twenty percent of your full-priced purchases on items in the bookstore that day will 

be donated to ECC. Special ECC coupons will be located both at the cash registers and 

at the ECC table in the Children’s Section on the lower level of the bookstore. A list of 

books on the ECC teachers’ wish list will also be available if you would like to donate a 

book to the school. Off-street parking is behind the store, and there is usually plenty of 

street parking on Connecticut Avenue on Sundays. All Souls has for many years 

supported the Episcopal Center for Children, which is a non-profit, non-

denominational, private day treatment center and special education program for 

emotionally troubled children and their families in the greater Washington 

metropolitan area. Politics & Prose is an independent bookseller on Connecticut 

Avenue, so they’re almost an All Souls neighbor. Please contact Martha Domenico at 

(202)364-5349 or the.domenicos@verizon.net for questions or additional information. 

 

WOMEN OF ALL SOULS  . . . Please join us for the first meeting of the year on Tuesday, 

September 13 at 6:30 p.m. Bring along a paper bag supper and join us for fellowship, 

prayer, and a discussion of Lauren F. Winners’ Mudhouse Sabbath, chapters 6 and 7. 

(Reading of Winners’ book is not essential for attending.) We will meet in the rector’s 

office (opposite the conference room). All are welcome, especially newcomers! 

Questions? Please contact The Rev. Elizabeth Orens at eorensnoel@earthlink.net. 

 

INQUIRERS WELCOME  . . . Are you interested in confirmation, reception, or 

reaffirmation of faith?  Do you want to refresh or deepen your understanding of the 

Church and the Episcopal tradition?  Would you like a chance to discuss matters of 

faith in a supportive and loving environment?  Join our Inquirers’ Class, to be held this 

fall in preparation for Bishop Mariann’s visit on December 4. There is a sign-up sheet 

on the welcome table in the undercroft.  Please see Daniel Callis or any member of the 

clergy if you have questions. 

 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/leadership
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SEPTEMBER 11, 2016:  THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;  Adult Forum, undercroft, 10 a.m.;  

Child care provided;  Breakfast following 8:30 a.m. Mass;   

Coffee Hour following 11 a.m. Mass;  Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.;  

A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Tuesday  Women of All Souls, rector’s office, 6:30 p.m.;  

D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m.;  

Cleveland & Woodley Park Village Board Meeting, undercroft, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday 
 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass w/Healing Rite, 12 p.m.;  

Communications Committee, conference room, 6:30 p.m.;  

Prayer Group, fireplace room, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.;  

20s/30s Barbecue, undercroft & patio, 6 p.m. 

Friday Wedding Rehearsal, nave, 4:30 p.m.;  

A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m.;  

Capital Hearings Rehearsal, undercroft & choir room, 7 p.m.; 

Saturday Wedding of Tom McGonigle & Sandra Walsh, nave & undercroft, 11 a.m.; 

20s/30s Group: Martha’s Table Food Prep 

Liturgical ministers for The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 11 a.m. (CR1) Will Coley, (T1) Marcia Anderson, (T2) Martha Domenico, 

(Book) Barry Huber, (CR2) Ed Perlman, (TR) Heidi Rasciner 

Bell Guild: Kevin LeGrand, Julie Duriga 

Greeters: Steve Merrill, Terry Horan, Lori Commins 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Trevor Boothe, (NT) Peter Laugesen, (PP) Scott Yeomans; 

11 a.m. (OT) Larry Sturgeon, (NT) Joe Howell, (PP) Choir of All Souls 

Ushers: Susie Bruninga, JoAnn LaFon, Butch Bradburn, John Coates 

Breakfast: The Vestry of All Souls 

Coffee Hour: The Vestry of All Souls 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, The Rev. Cameron Soulis, The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA,  

The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistants;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

  

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org; senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

To receive this by email, sign up at https://is.gd/ASC_Email. 
 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 

mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org

