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THE BLESSING OF BEING SMALL  

 

I visited a colleague’s church recently and when I saw his Sunday school classrooms, I 

admit that I was a little envious.  A large part of that church’s curriculum involves 

rotating the young people through various classrooms: one set up as a place for 

storytelling, another set up like a movie theater (with real theater seating and red 

carpet), one as a stage and drama room, and a fourth room as an art studio.  In each 

setting, the children explore the meaning of a parable and explore the story from 

different perspectives.   

 

Closer to home, several Episcopal churches nearby offer large, well-organized, and 

well-attended children’s education programs.  These are supported by an army of paid 

staff, volunteers, and parents.  Some of these are wonderful programs and for some 

families it probably makes sense simply to drop a child off and know that the child 

will be filled with content and activity just like school, after-school programs, and 

summer camp.   

 

All Souls is different.  We are small, and that’s one of our greatest blessings. Children 

are able to find their place here, whether it’s helping to bring forward the 

unconsecrated bread and wine during Mass, serving as crucifer, or helping a younger 

child. Our children represent diversity and difference. We rely on parishioners as 

Sunday school teachers—both parents  and those who have no children.  This year, 

Ben Hutchens and Ellen Kliman will be working with the children around music and 

Marcia Anderson will be the primary coordinator of Sunday school.  We have special 

events (social, seasonal, mission-oriented, and educational) scheduled and look 

forward to growing in faith together this new season.  Being small, for us, compels us 

to try to be faithful in ways that are present, meaningful, and long-lasting. 

 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as 

these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”  May the Holy Spirit continue to 

teach us and the children of All Souls.  John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Thanks to Jim Gasser and Gregg Ramsey who coordinated the 

wonderful reception following evensong last week . . . Thanks also to those who have 

helped with our community open house meetings and those who have helped prepare 

our Sunday school classrooms for a new year . . . Congratulations to Joan Shapiro 

whose jewelry and collaged box exhibition has opened at the Iona Senior Services 

Center.  Her work may be viewed during business hours at 4125 Albemarle St, NW. . . 

Thanks to Bob Publicover for the wonderful “Man About Town” spot on WTOP 

featuring the All Souls Choir at evensong on September 10.  It is entitled “Memories 

Come Flooding Back” and may be heard at http://www.wtop.com/34/2228210/Man-

About-Town  . . . Attendance on Sunday, September 9 at the 8:30 a.m. Mass: 32; at the 

11 a.m. Mass: 139 . . . Pledges for the week were $10,935; plate offerings were $641.   

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . . Harriet Wolf Arnold, Lisa Chimera, Wes Pickard, 

Lee Tidball, Peter Laugesen, David Hoffman, Bill Lambert, Bich Hoang, Louise Tesar, 

Marty Plissner, Paul Carter, John Gleason, Harriet Curry, Harvey Shapiro, Chris 

Spangler, Joan Shapiro, Marilee Asher, Dick & Norma Specker, Daniel Matthew Finn, 

Ted Greenfeld, Doug Wallace, Lou Hines, Sally MacDonald, Stewart Brooks Jordan, 

Diana Kunkel, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, Jim Morrison, 

Doug Gold, Bob Colborn, Clare, Frazier Russell, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Roger 

Mahan, Ana Hernandez, B. J. Warren, Walter Hollis, Gene Dunn, Jim & Dotty Wallace, 

Elizabeth McKee, Barb Chaffee, Landis Vance, Ruth Huber, Mark Henderson, Martha 

Holdgate, Chip Meyers, Arthur Andrew Warren, Marie & Duke Dow, Mary Beth 

McCutcheon, and Ted Field.  Pray for members of the parish in the Foreign Service and 

others working overseas, especially Steve Kerchoff, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our 

armed forces on active duty, especially Jack Severson.    

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . Flowers at the main altar today are given to the glory of God 

and in thanksgiving for the children of All Souls. 

 

THE BLESSINGS AND PRAYERS of the parish are extended to Melissa Meyers and Josie 

Martin upon their civil marriage on September 1, in Nantucket, MA. This civil 

recognition comes in the ninth year of their relationship. 

 

MINISTRY DAY TODAY . . . Join us in the undercroft before and after the 11 a.m. Mass as 

we will have the opportunity to meet and interact with various ministries within All 

Souls, as well as with representatives from some of the organizations with whom All 

Souls partners in ministry. This is a great way to find out about ways of becoming 

more involved in the parish and beyond. Melissa Barrett 
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NEWCOMERS RECEPTION . . . This afternoon from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., we will offer a 

reception for newcomers to All Souls with wine, cheese, and other good things.  Come 

and bring a friend to meet some of the leadership of the parish and hear about ways to 

learn, grow, and serve through All Souls. 

 

MUSIC NOTES . . . The choir rehearsal room is in dire need of a new piano.  If anyone 

knows of a good piano that could be donated, the church would be happy to arrange 

for transportation.  Just contact music@allsoulsdc.org  . . . This Sunday, the communion 

motet, “This Little Light of Mine” is a gospel children’s song written by Harry Dixon 

Loes (1895—1965) in about 1920. Often thought of as an African-American spiritual, it 

does not appear in any collection of jubilee or plantation songs from the nineteenth 

century. The a cappella setting used today, arranged by John Work, preserves the 

childlike simplicity of the melody while effectively highlighting the text “shine” in 

each verse.  Ben Hutchens 

 

AIDS WALK . . . Our parish administrator, Mary Beth Howard, will be walking in 

AIDS Walk Washington on Saturday, October 27. Please consider supporting her as 

she walks by donating online at http://is.gd/MBAIDSWalk2012 or picking up a paper 

donation form from the mailbox on the door of the parish office. Your donation helps 

Whitman-Walker Health provide vital health care and supportive services such as 

primary medical care, free HIV testing and counseling, mental health care, 

medications, legal assistance and other services that clients need.  

 

FOYER DINNERS . . . Would you like to eat, talk, and socialize with other members of All 

Souls? If you are not already participating in the All Souls foyer dinner program, 

contact Greg DuRoss for more information by email at washgreg@verizon.net or by 

phone at 202-550-2472.  

 

THE CAPITAL HEARINGS IN CONCERT AT ALL SOULS  . . .  On Saturday, September 22, at 

8 p.m. the a cappella singing group will present a concert featuring music from a variety 

of styles and traditions— everything from Russian Orthodox chant, Verdi, and Poulenc 

to The Beach Boys, Nickel Creek, and Coldplay.  Tickets are $12 in advance and $15 at 

the door.  More information is at http://www.thecapitalhearings.com/  

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for September 16 through September 22, please consult The 

Book of Common Prayer, page 985, “Proper 19.”  
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SEPTEMBER 16, 2012: THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 Low Mass, 8:30 a.m., High Mass, 11 a.m.   Child care provided. 

 Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 Choir Rehearsal, choir room, 9:15 a.m.; Bible Study, undercroft, 10 a.m. 

 Coffee Hour, undercroft, following 11 a.m. High Mass 

 Newcomers Wine & Cheese Reception, undercroft, 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. 

 A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Parish Administrators’ Luncheon, undercroft, 12:30 p.m. – 

2 p.m.; Federation of Citizens’ Associations, undercroft, 6 p.m. – 9 p.m.; 

Vestry Meeting, conference room, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass with Healing 

Rite, 12 p.m.; Capital Hearings Rehearsal, 7 p.m., church & undercroft; 

People Animals Love Board Meeting, conference room, 7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m., Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.; Cap. Hear., 7 p.m., church & U.C. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Capital Hearings Rehearsal, 7 p.m., church & undercroft;  

A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Pre-arrangements for Concert, church & undercroft, 7 a.m.—7:30 p.m.; 

Farmer’s Market, 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.; Garden Guild 9:30 a.m.—12 p.m.;  

Capital Hearings Concert, church & undercroft, 8 p.m.  

Liturgical ministers for the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill; 11 a.m. CR1- Tyler Doherty,  T1- Mike McGee,  Barry 

Huber, Book- Heidi Rasciner, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Cynthia Powell 

Greeters: 11 a.m. TBD 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Marko Zlatich, (NT) Karen McFadden, (PP) Nancy Aherne   

 11 a.m. (OT) Larry Sturgeon, (NT) Sally MacDonald, (PP) Joe Howell 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Clark Ball, Kevin LeGrand 

 11 a.m. John Coates, Tony Domenico, Ed McAllister, Bill Miller 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Will Coley 

Coffee Hour: Jeff Wells 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary associate;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


