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THE MESSAGE: A SERVANT OF MUSIC 
 

People often ask me how I got into music. The best answer I can give is that there have been a 
number of events, people, and experiences along my journey that led me to the conclusion that 
almost every aspect of living is motivated by music in some way for me. It didn't just happen 
overnight. Indeed, what I find so interesting about my relationship with music is that it is 
constantly evolving and being reaffirmed with each new chapter.  
 
With that in mind, I will tell you that I remember music class being my favorite part of the week 
in second grade, so I joined the children’s choir at my family’s Roman Catholic parish. Sitting 
in the choir seats gave me a deluxe view of the organist. I was so infatuated with her craft that 
church became the only place I ever wanted to be.   

 
The following fall, I started taking piano lessons. In sixth grade, I 
switched to a Catholic parish school. The organist there became my 
new piano teacher and also introduced me to the organ. I joined the 
school choir and was eventually invited to be the accompanist. I also 
played clarinet in the school band (although I haven’t touched it 
since eighth grade) and got the lead in the school musical (probably 
because most of the boys couldn't carry a tune). I was never good at 
sports, so as a middle school student searching for an identity, 
music was kind of my “thing.”  And to be honest, as an insecure 
teenager, I didn't mind the praise and attention it brought me. 
 

Looking back, I struggle to relate to that kid now, because I have grown and changed so much 
since then. In more recent years, I have come to realize that I am not entitled to musical abilities. 
I had to work to develop them, and I have to continue to discipline myself just to maintain 
them, let alone continue growing them. I don't think of myself as talented, but rather blessed—
blessed with an intense love and appreciation for music that inspires me to do the work. I see 
myself as a servant of music, not the other way around. But my childhood self and I do have at 
least one major factor in common: we both need music. And I don’t see that changing anytime 
soon.  
 
I’m so delighted to have the opportunity to serve music and sing God’s praises with you. 
 

Bobby Stubbs 
Interim Director of Music 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
RADICAL WELCOME READING GROUP . . . A small group discussion of 
Radical Welcome by Stephenie Spellers, Canon to the Presiding Bishop for 
Evangelism and Reconciliation, will begin on Monday, September 25 at  
7 p.m. in the Small Group Meeting Room. Any interested parishioner is 
welcome to take part. Questions? Contact Greg Lebel, Junior Warden, at 
junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org. 
 
 
UPCOMING ADULT FORUMS  
 

9/24 – At this Sunday’s forum we will learn about our parish’s special invitation to be part of 
a Lilly Endowment funded “Innovation Hub” for ministry with adults in their 20s and 30s.  
10/1 – Book Discussion – Ta-Nehisi Coates, Between the World and Me 
10/8 – Book Discussion – Ta-Nehisi Coates, Between the World and Me 
10/15 – Intro to the work of Radical Welcome 
10/22 – Intro to Samaritan Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date! 
 

• Endowment Board Quarterly Meeting, September 24, Conference Room,  
12:45 p.m.; Open to all 

• Wise & Mature Luncheon, September 27, Undercroft, 12:45 p.m.  
• 20s & 30s at the Ball Game!, September 28, Nationals Park, 7 p.m., Limited Tickets 
• Blessing of the Animals, October 1, Front Garden, 5 p.m.  
• Episcopal Men’s Fellowship, October 10, Undercroft, 6:30 p.m. 
• Open Gardening Sessions, October 14, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
• Women of All Souls Meeting, October 17, New Narthex, 6:30 p.m.  

 
 

 

All Souls Grow 

READING WITH THE RECTOR . . . We begin this fall 
with Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates. 
Please pick up copies of the book from your favorite 
bookseller, start reading through it, and stay tuned 
for opportunities to discuss the books as a parish. 
Later, we will read The Cross and the Lynching Tree – 
copies may be ordered through the parish office. 
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DISASTER RELIEF THROUGH EPISCOPAL RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT . . . In light of recent natural 
disasters, we encourage you to donate to Episcopal Relief and Development’s Hurricane Relief 
Fund (https://support.episcopalrelief.org/hurricane-relief) to help vulnerable communities 
devastated after Hurricanes Irma and Maria and other major storms, as well as to their 
International Disaster Response Fund to support those impacted by the recent earthquakes in 
Mexico (http://www.episcopalrelief.org/disasterresponsefund-1). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refugee Support 
 

THE HABIB FAMILY IS HERE! . . . The family sponsored by our three-parish refugee 
ministry arrived this week.  Thank you to the volunteers who helped set up their 
apartment with donated furnishings, and to everyone who gave supplies or funds. Want 
to get involved? Contact Steve Merill at stephenamerrill@gmail.com. 
 

FOOD COLLECTION . . . We are collecting food and diapers for the Haydaris, an Afghan–
Iranian family. Place rice, beans/lentils, breakfast cereal, baking ingredients, spices, 
canned tomatoes, canned tuna, olive oil/cooking oil, and size 5 diapers in the marked bin 
in the Undercroft. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

TOILETRY DRIVE. . . All Souls is collecting donations of toothpaste, tooth brushes, dental 
floss, non-alcoholic mouthwash, soap and body wash, shampoo and conditioner, shaving 
cream and razors, deodorant, and feminine hygiene products. Through this Sunday, place 
donations in the marked bins in the undercroft. We will sort and prepare the toiletries at 
our September 27th Wise & Mature Luncheon, when a representative from Samaritan 
Ministry will speak with us about their programs.  
 

SAMARITAN MINISTRY EVENT . . . Samaritan Ministry’s 2017 Gala & Auction takes place 
on October 28 from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at Washington Episcopal School in Bethesda. 
There will be live & silent auctions, refreshments, and music. We hope to fill a whole table 
with a contingent from All Souls (RSVP to office@allsoulsdc.org). Tickets are $100 each. 
Purchase at http://bit.ly/SMGW2017Gala. Questions? karenlynnlightfoot@gmail.com. 
 

 

All Souls Serve 

Support Samaritan’s Ministry to the Poor 
 

FOOD DONATIONS . . . We are also collecting food for 
Samaritan Ministry. Please place your donations in the 
marked bins in the Undercroft. 
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PLEASE SIGN CARE CARDS . . . in the Undercroft during fellowship time. 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Ralph Braun, Susie Bruninga, Margaret Child, Peggy 
Crook, Lois Eaker Dutro, Julia Gutierrez, Fred Jordan, The Reverend Lucia Lloyd, Tom Mabon, 
Susan Morrison, Bill Pressly, Jimmie Roberts, Joan Shapiro, Merriam Woodhouse, for those in 
Foreign Service, our armed forces on active duty, and all those impacted by recent hurricanes 
and the earthquake in Mexico City. Pray also for the repose of the soul of Dennis Rose. 
 

DEDICATIONS  . . . The flowers at the High Altar are given in honor of the Habib family, who 
arrived in the U.S. this week, and in thanksgiving for the hard work of the three-parish refugee 
ministry that is supporting them  . . . The candle in the Mary Chapel burns throughout the 
entire month of September as a perpetual prayer for the presence of Christ's love and peace in 
the healing and repentance of the racial divisions that plague us as individuals and as a nation. 
 

 
Liturgical Ministers for September 24, 2017 
Acolytes: (CR1) Barry Huber, (T1) Heidi Rasciner, (T2) Marcia Anderson,  

(Book) Martin Geiger, (CR2) Fernando Moran Arce, (TR) Rob Gibbs 
Bell Guild: Bill Stevens, Cynthia Powell 
Greeters: Tony Domenico, Sharon Nuskey Ford 
Lectors: 8:30 (OT/Psalm/NT) Nancy Aherne, (PP) Marko Zlatich; 

11 (OT) Heidi Rasciner, (NT) Pat Dresser, (PP) Josie Martin 
Ushers: Vicki Drell, Elaine Eaker, Ed McAllister, Bob Long 
Breakfast  Loaves & Fishes 
Coffee Hour: The 20s & 30s Group  

 
Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew for recycling. 
To receive this by email, sign up at https://is.gd/asc_update. 
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