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HOW TO HAVE A GOOD TIME AND BUILD A CHURCH 

 

Last Thursday’s Washington Post Metro Section had an interesting piece about new 

churches springing up in DC that have drawn young worshipers.  While I normally 

regard pieces like these pretty skeptically (they tend to be old chestnuts that send main 

line churches like ours into a frenzy of reappraisal), I found this piece informative 

because of the themes it seemed to draw out about building a church. You can read it 

at http://wapo.st/2cAvKHB or on the bulletin board in the undercroft.   

 

Here are my takeaways:  1) Combine good works and social justice with faith while 

keeping faith front and center.  Service opportunities that require active participation 

matter:  service as Christ’s hands and feet demonstrates an authentic, living and 

vibrant faith; 2) Build community, connection, intimacy, and a way to share faith.  

Small groups set among a larger congregation do this very well, and may be key;  

3) Millennials actually attend church and they seek an authentic experience;  

4) Diversity is a real benefit and a draw. 

 

So here is what I’d like us to consider over the next few months before our new rector 

arrives.   

 

1) Create social opportunities to build connection with one another:  parish parties in 

fact help to build and expand the faith.  God loves a good time.  God laughs.  How 

about a chili cook-off or a Halloween Party or some other event?  If you’re interested in 

helping or leading an event like this talk to someone on the social committee, junior 

warden Daniel Callis, or me. 

 

2) Execute a parish-wide service project.  I recognize that we already have Christ 

House, making sandwiches for Martha’s Table, backpacks for homeless school kids, 

and countless other efforts.  These are fantastic and we need to keep doing them and 

invite more people to participate.  But I’m referring to a way to involve people in a 

one-time, large-scale effort, people who might not normally be able to take part in a 

regularly scheduled activity because of their other obligations.  The project could be a 



Saturday Habitat for Humanity Build, a food drive in the neighborhood for 

Thanksgiving, or something else.  If you’re interested, talk to someone on the Serving 

All Souls Committee, Daniel Callis, or me.  

 

3) Finally, we need to consider how we build community and connection through 

small groups.  Again, we have some already like the Wednesday night prayer group.  

And we used to have foyer dinners where small groups of people met in each other’s 

homes a few times over the year.  I welcome your ideas and suggestions about 

opportunities in this space. 

   

Let’s practice what works.  Let’s practice good works.  It’s all part of making our faith 

real: both to ourselves and to others.  Jeff Wells, senior warden 

 

AROUND THE PARISH . . . This Sunday, September 25, through Sunday, October 23, the 

Reverend Martin Smith joins us to preach and celebrate at both masses and to lead 

adult forum. This Sunday, the forum topic will be “What’s Going On in the Eucharistic 

Prayer?” We will take an “X-Ray” look at the prayer over the bread and wine in the 

Eucharist, the “Great Thanksgiving”. . . Thanks to the hard work of former junior 

warden Martha Domenico (and her pursuing the matter all the way to our DC 

Councilmember’s office) we are now in possession of our final Certificate of 

Occupancy for the new addition, which can be viewed in the Volunteer Office . . . 

Congratulations to Sandra Welch and Tom McGonigle, who were married at All Souls 

last Saturday, September 19 . . . Attendance last Sunday, September 18 at 8:30 a.m.: 30; 

at 11 a.m.: 109. . . Pledge: $4,159; Plate: $540.04; Online Giving: $3,670. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Walter E. Acham, Rita Bradman, Ralph Braun, 

Margaret Child, Peggy Crook, Walter Gibson, Julia Gutierrez, Evelyn Mackin Henry, 

Janis Hoffman, Jackson Hunter, Fred Jordan, Susan Morrison, Jay Robbins, Marilyn 

and Stuart Stiles, Joe Threadgill, Mary Welker, and Merriam Woodhouse. Pray also for 

those in Foreign Service & overseas, especially Scott Cecil, & our armed forces on 

active duty . . . Contact the parish office to add names to the list. Names stay on for one month, 

unless the person submitting the name contacts the office to request continued prayers.   

 

LITURGICAL NOTES  . . . The flowers on the main altar this Sunday are given to the glory 

of God and in celebration of the birthday of Barry Huber on September 30, by his 

spouse Butch Bradburn . . . The sanctuary candle burns to the glory of God and in 

loving memory of Thomas W. Martin, from the family who loved him: Josie Martin, 

Melissa Meyers, and Ellie Martin.  



THE LOVE AND SYMPATHY OF THE PARISH  . . . are extended to the family and friends of 

long-time parishioner Landis Vance, who passed away last week. Pray for the repose 

of the soul of Landis, for her family, and for all who mourn. 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS  . . . Join us on St. Francis Sunday, October 2, for Evening 

Prayer and the Blessing of the Animals at 3 p.m. We gather on the front lawn of the 

church. Please bring your own animal companions, as we give thanks to God for all 

the special creatures that grace our lives. As a treat, there will be dog and cat treats 

(with a note from our church) that will be given to those pet owners who attend . . . 

Volunteers are needed to pass out fliers for this event to our neighbors on Saturday 

morning, October 1. Contact senior warden Jeff Wells if you’re interested. 

 

EPISCOPAL MEN’S FELLOWSHIP  . . . The Episcopal Men's Fellowship will meet on 

Tuesday, October 18, in the undercroft for an evening of food and fellowship. The 

program will feature song stylist Eileen Greenberg, who will present her program 

Heart & Soul: Songs of Love & Longing accompanied by our own Arthur Roach. 

Fellowship Hour will begin at 6:30 p.m. with dinner served at 7:30 p.m., all for a $15 

contribution. RSVP to Ike Brannon at chiefdeputyusher@gmail.com. 

 

INQUIRERS WELCOME  . . . Are you interested in confirmation, reception, or 

reaffirmation of faith?  Do you want to refresh or deepen your understanding of the 

Church and the Episcopal tradition?  Would you like a chance to discuss matters of 

faith in a supportive and loving environment?  Join our Inquirers’ Class, to be held this 

fall in preparation for Bishop Mariann’s visit on December 4. Sign up at the welcome 

table in the undercroft, or see Daniel Callis if you have questions. 

 

THE MUSIC MINISTRY NEEDS YOUR HELP! . . . Our choir season is off to a fantastic start 

thanks to the dedication of our fine singers and to the broader parish for their 

contributions of time, talent, and treasure.  However, we are in need of supplemental 

funds for music and musicians for All Souls Day, Advent Lessons & Carols, and 

services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  Donations can be anonymous or given 

in memory or honor of a loved one. In addition to financial contributions, there is 

constant work required in filing music, keeping our vestments tidy, and other tasks. 

 

DIOCESAN WEEKLY NEWS BULLETIN . . . A weekly email including details of the latest 

news and events in the Diocese of Washington and a message from Bishop Mariann is 

sent out each Thursday. Subscribe at https://is.gd/EDOW_Subscribe. 

mailto:chiefdeputyusher@gmail.com
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SEPTEMBER 25, 2016:  THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;  Adult Forum: “What’s Going On 

in the Eucharistic Prayer?,” undercroft, 10 a.m.;  Child care provided;  

Breakfast following 8:30 a.m. Mass;  Coffee Hour following 11 a.m. Mass;  

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.;  A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Tuesday  D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass w/Healing Rite, 12 p.m.;  

Prayer Group, fireplace room, 7 p.m.;  

People Animals Love, conference room, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.;  

Capital Hearings Auditions, choir room, 7 p.m. 

Friday A.A. Meetings, conference room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Serving All Souls, conference room, 9 a.m.; Fielding Chesapeake Cluster, 

undercroft, 9 a.m.; Capital Hearings Auditions, choir room, 1 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 11 a.m. (CR1) Marcia Anderson, (T1) Mark Hoffman, (T2) Rob Gibbs,  

(Book) Katherine Nordal, (CR2) Ed Perlman, (TR) Barry Huber 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Cynthia Powell 

Greeters: Debby Kelly, Julie Duriga, Dan Newton 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Kevin LeGrand, (NT) Marko Zlatich, (PP) Tamara Floyd; 

11 a.m. (OT) Katherine Nordal, (NT) Calvin Zon, (PP) Choir of All Souls 

Ushers: Vicki Drell, Debby Kelly, Fernando Moran Arce, Rob Gibbs 

Breakfast: Loaves & Fishes 

Coffee Hour: Loaves & Fishes 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, The Rev. Cameron Soulis, The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA,  

The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistants;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

  

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org; senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

To receive this by email, sign up at https://is.gd/ASC_Email. 
 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 
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