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THE MESSAGE: LEARNING FROM ST. FRANCIS 
 

Most Sundays, you’ll spot me at 11 a.m. in a pew near our St. Francis 

window.  I think of it as my window, and St. Francis as my saint.  I’m not 

alone: the humble 13th-century friar is the modern world’s most popular 

saint. St. Francis’s feast (which we’ll celebrate this Sunday evening with 

a Blessing of the Animals) leads me to reflect, as an adult, on my passion 

for animals that started in babyhood.  How has it affected me spiritually? 
 

First and foremost, love.  We form strong emotional bonds with our pets, 

and they reciprocate unconditionally.  Very early we turn to animals — 

stuffed or real — when humans disappoint us.  And from pets we learn 

lessons in responsibility and compassion.  Said Anatole France, “Until 

one has loved an animal, a part of one's soul remains unawakened.” 
 

Second, appreciation for God’s creation.  When I see my cat jump 

effortlessly onto a high shelf, or a border collie herding livestock, or even 

a sparrow nesting in All Souls’ tower, I’m reminded of the amazing 

variety and adaptation of different species.  You don’t need to have a pet 

to benefit this way, but you do need to open your mind and senses. 
 

Third, acceptance of death.  Many kids’ first experience of death involves 

a little funeral with a shoebox coffin and a cross made of popsicle sticks.  

Later on, our pets’ decline and death leads us to think of our own 

mortality.  I’ve grieved many pets, admired their calm acceptance, and 

thought hard about the distinction between length of life and quality. 
 

St. Francis lived in medieval times but I bet he’d vigorously agree with what science tells us 

about the benefits of having animals in our lives.  Dogs help traumatized veterans readjust to 

civilian life.  Stroking a dog, cat, or rabbit lowers your blood pressure.  Pediatricians and 

researchers even posit that early exposure to some healthy dirt and animals boosts our immune 

system, the so-called “hygiene hypothesis.” 
 

All Souls welcomes everyone — human and animal — to its annual Blessing of the Animals in 

honor of St. Francis.  Come to the front lawn this Sunday, October 1, at 5 p.m.  Bring your pets 

on a leash or in a carrier.  Some pets (particularly cats!) might prefer to be represented by a 

photograph or favorite object.  This short, annual service honors the bond between humans 

and animals and gives thanks for those who have graced our lives, past and present. 
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RADICAL WELCOME READING GROUP . . . A small group discussion of 

Radical Welcome by Stephenie Spellers, Canon to the Presiding Bishop for 

Evangelism and Reconciliation is underway. Any interested parishioner is 

welcome to take part. Questions? Contact Greg Lebel, Junior Warden, at 

junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CELEBRATING GOSPEL AND BARBERSHOP  . . . The Alexandria Harmonizers chorus, of which 

Chuck Hunter is an assistant director, will be celebrating the roots of barbershop harmony with 

"Rock My Soul," a show featuring the three-time Grammy Award-winning Fairfield Four and 

the Howard University Gospel Choir.  Performances will be Friday, Oct. 13 at 8 p.m. at the First 

Congregational Church of Christ (945 G St. NW) and at 2 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 14 at 

Schlesinger Concert Hall on the NOVA campus in Alexandria.  For tickets and further  

information, visit www.harmonizers.org.  
 

 

Save the Date! 
 

 20s & 30s Gathering, October 12, Undercroft, 7 p.m. 

 Episcopal Men’s Fellowship, October 10, Undercroft, 6:30 p.m. 

 Open Gardening Session, October 14, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

 Women of All Souls Meeting, October 17, New Narthex, 6:30 p.m.  

 Wise & Mature Luncheon, October 25, Undercroft, 12:45 p.m.  

 Feast of All Saints and All Souls, November 5, 10 a.m. combined Mass followed by an all-

parish potluck; Submit names for remembrance by Oct. 29 using the form included in the bulletin 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All Souls Grow 

FORUM THIS SUNDAY . . . Join us this Sunday, October 1, and next 

Sunday, October 8, for a discussion Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi 

Coates. As our fall Reading with the Rector selection, Father Jadon 

encourages everyone to read the book, even if they cannot make it to 

Adult Forum.  
 

UPCOMING ADULT FORUMS  

10/15 – Intro to the work of Radical Welcome 

10/22 – Intro to Samaritan Ministry 
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DISASTER RELIEF THROUGH EPISCOPAL RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT . . . In light of recent natural 

disasters, we encourage you to donate to Episcopal Relief and Development’s Hurricane Relief 

Fund to help vulnerable communities devastated after Hurricanes Irma and Maria and other 

major storms. To find out more, visit www.episcopalrelief.org. All Souls parishioners have 

donated $2170 to ERD so far through the Rector’s Discretionary Fund. If you would like to 

contribute, indicate “Rector’s Discretionary-ERD” on your check or online gift. 
 

HUNGER FUND WALK AT NATIONAL CATHEDRAL . . . On October 22 at 1:30 p.m., come raise 

funds for the hungry while experiencing the 59 acre campus of the Cathedral. The walk kicks 

off at the All Hallows Amphitheater with a yoga stretch, after which participants will embark 

on a 1.6 mile walk. The walk is free and open to all. Visit https://is.gd/CathedralWalk for more 

information, including contribution forms and a map of the route. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refugee Support 
 

FOOD COLLECTION . . . We are collecting food and diapers for the Haydaris, an Afghan–

Iranian family. Place rice, beans/lentils, breakfast cereal, baking ingredients, spices, 

canned tomatoes, canned tuna, olive oil/cooking oil, and size 5 diapers in the marked bin 

in the Undercroft. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

SAMARITAN MINISTRY EVENT . . . Samaritan Ministry’s 2017 Gala & Auction takes place 

on October 28 from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at Washington Episcopal School in Bethesda. 

There will be live & silent auctions, refreshments, and music. We hope to fill a whole table 

with a contingent from All Souls (RSVP to office@allsoulsdc.org). Tickets are $100 each. 

Purchase at http://bit.ly/SMGW2017Gala. Questions? karenlynnlightfoot@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All Souls Serve 

Support Samaritan’s Ministry to the Poor 
 

FOOD DONATIONS . . . We are also collecting food for 

Samaritan Ministry. Please place your donations in the 

marked bins in the Undercroft. 
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PLEASE SIGN CARE CARDS . . . in the Undercroft during fellowship time. 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Kat Bethell, Ralph Braun, Margaret Child, Julia 

Gutierrez, Fred Jordan, The Reverend Lucia Lloyd, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Jimmie 

Roberts, Tracye Payne Wilson, Merriam Woodhouse, Boris Zlatich, for those in Foreign Service, 

our armed forces on active duty, and all those impacted by recent hurricanes and earthquakes.  
 

DEDICATIONS  . . . The flowers at the High Altar are given by Nancy Aherne and Marko Zlatich 

to the glory of God and in loving memory of their daughter Edith Corinne Aherne on the 

anniversary of her death . . . The flowers in the Mary Chapel are given by Butch Bradburn to 

the glory of God and in celebration of the birthday of Barry Huber. . . The candle in the Mary 

Chapel burns to the glory of God and in memory of Dennis E. Rose, friend of Kevin LeGrand. 

 

 

Liturgical Ministers for October 1, 2017 

Acolytes: (CR1) Katherine Nordal, (T1) Robert Gibbs, (T2) Fernando Moran Arce,  

(Book) Martin Geiger, (CR2) Heidi Rasciner, (TR) Mark Hoffman 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Sharon Nuskey 

Greeters: Debby Kelly, Julie Duriga 

Lectors: 8:30 (OT/Psalm/NT) Kevin LeGrand, (PP) Tamara Floyd; 

11 (OT) Jennifer Crier Johnston, (NT) Pat Dresser, (PP) Joe Howell 

Ushers: JoAnn LaFon, Debby Kelly, Rob Arrington, Kirk Phillips 

Healing Prayer:  8:30 Nancy Aherne; 11 Martin Geiger  

Breakfast  Loaves & Fishes 

Coffee Hour: Loaves & Fishes 

 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew for recycling. 

To receive this by email, sign up at https://is.gd/asc_update. 
 
 

ALL SOULS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

202-232-4244  •  www.allsoulsdc.org 
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