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THE MESSAGE: THINGS WE DO OFTEN 
 

When working with children, the down time is when big questions 
come up.  I first learned  this lesson in my early twenties as a 
counselor at an Arts and Sciences camp, when I found myself 
debating cold fusion with a twelve year old boy, while we were just 
hanging out in the dorm before lights out. Recently, as Spiritual 
Life Coordinator at Incarnation Camp, a ministry of the Episcopal 
Church and the oldest co-ed summer camp in America, it was 
confirmed again and again. The most memorable instance was one 
night, towards the end of camp, after dinner had been served and 
dessert was a far distant ten minutes away. A much beloved and 
regularly bedevilling young camper stopped me as I walked by, 
looked at me earnestly, and asked:  “Brian, what do you do often?”  
I was taken aback—what a strange question! Thankful I was not being called on to help solve 
a problem in nuclear physics, I collected myself and answered:  “I think.” “Fail,” I thought, 
immediately questioning my response. Was that a good answer? Should I have said that I 
meditate and struggle with burning issues of the day,  or that I have fun, or something more 
thoughtful? 
 
It doesn’t matter how much time we spend with children—our own and those who are placed 
in our care—there are moments when we are going to be caught off guard.  Even in a structured 
setting like Sunday School, where we’re doing our best to educate, inspire, and transform the 
lives of young people through the love of Christ, a lesson plan is not enough. This is not to say, 
of course, that thinking deeply about our relationship with God and having a good strategy in 
place are not vitally important to the work of Christian formation.  But when we are present to 
the mystery of faith and let the spirit of our children do the talking, the really big questions—
delivered with crystal clarity—emerge in moments when they are least expected. Hopefully we 
have a good answer, if not the answer.   
 
Balancing the wisdom of tradition with an openness to spiritual discovery is at the heart of 
Christian formation, and it is what inspires me most about the community of All Souls. Indeed, 
through prayer and outreach, studying, and listening to beautiful music—things we do often—
we come to a deeper understanding of what being the Church, and being Children of God, are 
all about. 
 

Brian Smith 
Christian Formation Leader 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

RADICAL WELCOME READING GROUP . . . A small group discussion of 
Radical Welcome by Stephenie Spellers, Canon to the Presiding Bishop for 
Evangelism and Reconciliation is underway. Any interested parishioner 
is welcome to take part. Questions? Contact Greg Lebel, Junior Warden, 
at junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org. 
 
WOMEN OF ALL SOULS . . . Join us on October 17 for a brown-bag supper, 
meditation, and discussion of Flannery O’Connor’s “Revelation,” which 
can be found online or in most bookstores. We will meet in the new 
vestibule at 6:30 p.m. All are welcome, especially newcomers!  
Questions? Email eorensnoel@earthlink.net.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feast of All Saints 
     and All Souls 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date! 
 

• Episcopal Men’s Fellowship, October 10, Undercroft, 6:30 p.m. 
• 20s & 30s Gathering, October 12, Undercroft, 7 p.m. 
• Open Gardening Session, October 14, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
• Women of All Souls Meeting, October 17, New Narthex, 6:30 p.m.  
• Wise & Mature Luncheon, October 25, Undercroft, 12:45 p.m.  
• Feast of All Saints and All Souls, November 5, Submit names for remembrance by Oct. 29  

 

 
 
 

All Souls Grow 

FORUM THIS SUNDAY . . . Join us this Sunday, October 8,  and next 
Sunday, October 15, as we continue our discussion of Between the World 
and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates. As our fall Reading with the Rector selection, 
Father Jadon encourages everyone to read the book, even if they cannot 
make it to Adult Forum.  
 

UPCOMING ADULT FORUMS  
10/22 – With the Executive Director of Samaritan Ministry 
10/29 – Intro to the work of Radical Welcome 
 
 
 
 

ALL SOULS REMEMBER  . . . Following our combined Mass to 
celebrate the Feasts of All Saints and All Souls at 10 a.m. on 
November 5, the parish will gather for a pot-luck brunch.  The 
vestry will provide a ham.  Please bring a dish to serve 8-10 that 
reminds you of a departed loved one—either from one of their 
favorite recipes or a dish they particularly enjoyed—and be 
ready to share the story of the dish with anyone who asks. 
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DISASTER RELIEF THROUGH EPISCOPAL RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT . . . In light of recent natural 
disasters, we encourage you to donate to Episcopal Relief and Development’s Hurricane Relief 
Fund to help vulnerable communities devastated after Hurricanes Irma and Maria and other 
major storms. All Souls parishioners have donated over $3500 to ERD so far through the 
Rector’s Discretionary Fund. If you would like to contribute, indicate “Rector’s Discretionary-
ERD” on your check or online gift. 
 

HUNGER FUND WALK AT NATIONAL CATHEDRAL . . . On October 22 at 1:30 p.m., come raise 
funds for the hungry while experiencing the 59 acre campus of the Cathedral. The walk kicks 
off at the All Hallows Amphitheater with a yoga stretch, after which participants will embark 
on a 1.6 mile walk. The walk is free and open to all. Visit https://is.gd/CathedralWalk for more 
information, including contribution forms and a map of the route. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refugee Support 
 

FOOD COLLECTION . . . We are collecting food and diapers for the Haydaris, an Afghan–
Iranian family. Place rice, beans/lentils, breakfast cereal, baking ingredients, spices, 
canned tomatoes, canned tuna, olive oil/cooking oil, and size 5 diapers in the marked bin 
in the Undercroft. 
 

TRACKING YOUR DONATIONS . . . Have you donated food, supplies, or other tangible 
goods as part of our refugee support efforts? If so, please email details of your donation 
to Kathleen Scholl at kkscholl@aol.com so that we can properly track and credit your 
donations. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

2017 GALA AND AUCTION . . . Samaritan Ministry’s 2017 Gala & Auction takes place on 
October 28 from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at Washington Episcopal School in Bethesda. 
There will be live & silent auctions, refreshments, and music. We hope to fill a whole table 
with a contingent from All Souls (RSVP to office@allsoulsdc.org). Tickets are $100 each. 
Purchase at http://bit.ly/SMGW2017Gala. Questions? karenlynnlightfoot@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

 

 

All Souls Serve 

DONATIONS OF FOOD, TOILETRIES, AND WOMEN’S 

CLOTHING . . .  may be placed in specially marked bins 
in the Undercroft. 
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PLEASE SIGN CARE CARDS . . . in the Undercroft during fellowship time. 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Kat Bethell, Ralph Braun, Margaret Child, Julia 
Gutierrez, Fred Jordan, The Reverend Lucia Lloyd, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Jimmie 
Roberts, Tracye Payne Wilson, Merriam Woodhouse, Boris Zlatich, for those in Foreign Service, 
our armed forces on active duty, all those impacted by recent hurricanes and earthquakes, and 
all those suffering after the shooting in Las Vegas.  
 

DEDICATIONS  . . . The flowers at the High Altar are given by Nancy Aherne and Marko Zlatich 
to the glory of God and in celebration of their wedding anniversary. 
 

 
Liturgical Ministers for October 8, 2017 
Acolytes: (CR1) Fernando Moran Arce, (T1) Katherine Nordal, (T2) Heidi Rasciner,  

(Book) Martin Geiger, (CR2) Mark Hoffman, (TR) Robert Gibbs 
Bell Guild: Kevin LeGrand, Ellie Martin 
Greeters: Kathleen Scholl, Elwood Gibson 
Lectors: 8:30 (OT/Psalm/NT) TBD, (PP) TBD; 

11 (OT) Mike Bray, (NT) TBD, (PP) Josie Martin 
Ushers: Josie Martin, Ellie Martin, Tony Domenico, Elwood Gibson 
Breakfast  Loaves & Fishes 
Coffee Hour: Loaves & Fishes 

 
Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew for recycling. 
To receive this by email, sign up at https://is.gd/asc_update. 
 
 

 
 

ALL SOULS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
202-232-4244  •  www.allsoulsdc.org 
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