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WHAT FAITH IS FOR 
 

Here is an entry from our own Bishop Mariann’s blog on September 29 that I thought you 

might find helpful given the season and times we find ourselves in. – Jeff Wells, senior warden 

 

I was among the millions who watched the first presidential debate on Monday 

evening, and as for most, the debate reinforced my decision to vote for one of the two 

candidates. As bishop, I don’t take public positions in support of any political party or 

candidate. But I share the view that this is a pivotal election, and that as Christians 

living in a democratic society, we have a responsibility to participate in civic life for the 

good of all. 
 

How Christians are called by God to exercise our citizenship is not always clear and 

we are not of one mind. The challenges we face are complex and there are no easy 

solutions. We have many strengths as a nation and we have our blind spots, all the 

more dangerous as fissures widen along racial, economic, educational, religious, 

cultural, and generational lines. In late August I asked, in light of national and global 

events and the escalating political rhetoric of the presidential election, what you 

thought God was trying to say to us right now. I wanted your bottom line: the one 

sentence of clarity that rises, for you, above the clamor. Your responses were broad 

and life-giving, underscoring how we can, in fact, hear words of consolation and 

challenge, encouragement and exhortation when we ask for divine inspiration in 

perplexing times.  I promised you my answer to the question I asked, stated another 

way by a friend who wondered: how can we use our faith to help us navigate and 

grow during these stormy and chaotic times? 
 

So here it is:  faith is for times times like these, precisely to help us navigate through 

storms and trials. This is our time to live by whatever faith we have, those bits of 

goodness, grace, and love given to us, knowing all the while that not everything is up 

to us.  We may never feel as if we have enough or that we can do enough. It doesn’t 

matter. We’re here now and we all have an offering to make. Jesus himself assured us 

that we don’t need very much to move mountains, that a little bit of faith, a little bit of 

love, a little bit of righteous anger goes a long way.   



I know it’s not easy. We can’t help but feel tired or discouraged sometimes. But there 

are deep wells of strength, wisdom and courage available to us through the grace and 

mercy of Jesus. We also have the example of our ancestors who bravely faced the 

challenges of their time and on whose shoulders we stand. And when we can’t see the 

way ahead, there are others around us whose candles are still burning with whom we 

can lock arms and make our way together. We need never walk alone. 
 

The decisions we make, as a nation, on November 8 are very important. And on the 

morning of November 9, some of us will wake up tremendously relieved and others 

deeply disappointed. But no matter the outcome, we will rise that day, as every day, as 

followers of Jesus and citizens of this land. We are here for a time such as this. 
 

AROUND THE PARISH . . . The parish office will be closed on October 10 . . . Through 

Sunday, October 23, the Reverend Martin Smith joins us to preach and celebrate at 

both masses and to lead adult forum. This Sunday, the forum topic will be “What is 

Intercession?”. . . Attendance last Sunday, October 2 at 8:30 a.m.: 271; at 11 a.m.: 107; at 

the 3 p.m. Blessing of the Animals service: 38 . . . Pledge: $6,004; Plate: $625. 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Rita Bradman, Ralph Braun, Margaret Child, Peggy 

Crook, Charles Davidson, Walter Gibson, Julia Gutierrez, Evelyn Mackin Henry, Janis 

Hoffman, Jackson Hunter, Fred Jordan, Susan Morrison, Jay Robbins, Joan Shapiro, 

Marilyn and Stuart Stiles, Joe Threadgill, Mary Welker, and Merriam Woodhouse. Pray 

also for those in Foreign Service & overseas, especially Scott Cecil, & our armed forces 

on active duty . . . Contact the parish office to add names to the list. Names stay on for one 

month, unless the person submitting the name contacts the office to request continued prayers.   
 

LITURGICAL NOTES  . . . The flowers on the main altar this Sunday are given in 

thanksgiving for Rafael Prieto on the occasion of his 50th birthday, from Stefan 

Lopatkiewicz and Michael Reilly . . . The flowers in the Mary Chapel are given to the 

glory of God and in lovingly grateful celebration of the 30th birthday of Mary Beth 

Howard, our parish administrator and friend. 
 

HELP NEEDED WITH ALL SOULS ENDOWMENT BOARD COMMITTEES . . . The vestry's 

recent revision of the Charter of the All Souls Endowment calls for the formation of 

two advisory committees, one for grant review and one for planned giving.  The vestry 

is now soliciting volunteers for those committees.  The grant committee reviews grant 

proposals to the Endowment and makes recommendations directly to the vestry for 

approval.  The giving committee supports the Legacy Society and fundraising to grow 

the Endowment.  Two communicants in good standing will be selected by the vestry 

for each committee.  Volunteers should write a paragraph naming which committee 



they are interested in serving on and explaining why they would do a good job.  

Applications must be received by the Senior or Junior Warden by email 

(senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org) or by hand by no later 

than Sunday, October 16 at 12:30 p.m.   
 

SERVING ALL SOULS  . . .  invites everyone interested in learning more about what we 

can do as a faith community in response to the Syrian refugee crisis to come hear what 

our sister parish, St. Columba's, is doing to adopt a refugee family and discuss whether 

All Souls should do the same.  The Co-Chair of St. Columba's Refugee Response Team, 

Jim Losey, and the Reverend Dr. Kate Heichler, their Associate Rector for Worship and 

Outreach, will present.  Join us Saturday, October 22 at 9 a.m. in the conference room. 
 

NAMES FOR REMEMBRANCE  . . . The names of the faithful departed will be read on All 

Souls’ Day, Wednesday, November 2. For inclusion, names must be received by the 

church office by no later than October 26. Submit names for remembrance at 

http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form13706.htm or fill out the insert in the bulletin. 
  

WOMEN OF ALL SOULS  . . . Please join us for our October meeting on Tuesday, October 

11 at 6:30 p.m. Bring along a paper bag supper and join us for fellowship, prayer, and a 

discussion of Lauren F. Winners’ Mudhouse Sabbath, chapters 8 and 9. (Reading of 

Winners’ book is not essential for attending.) We will meet in the Rector’s office 

opposite the conference room. All are welcome, especially newcomers! Please contact 

The Rev. Elizabeth Orens at eorensnoel@earthlink.net if you have any questions. 
 

EPISCOPAL MEN’S FELLOWSHIP  . . . will meet on Tuesday, October 18 in the undercroft 

for an evening of food and fellowship. The program will feature song stylist Eileen 

Greenberg, who will present her program Heart & Soul: Songs of Love & Longing 

accompanied by our own Arthur Roach. Fellowship Hour will begin at 6:30 p.m. with 

dinner served at 7:30 p.m., all for $15. RSVP to chiefdeputyusher@gmail.com.  
 

DAY CARE WORKERS NEEDED  . . .  All Souls is seeking one or more additional Nursery 

Child Care Workers to provide child care from 8:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. on Sundays  (4.5 

hours per week) for $15/hr. A background check and Safeguarding God's Children 

certification are required. Contact Jeff Wells at senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org. 
 

INQUIRERS’ CLASSES SET TO BEGIN  . . .  Are you interested in confirmation, reception, 

or reaffirmation of faith?  A series of Inquirers’ Classes will be held from 10 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m. on Saturdays this fall starting October 22 in preparation for Bishop 

Mariann’s December visit.  Sign up on the welcome table in the undercroft, and see 

Daniel Callis or any member of the clergy if you have questions. 
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OCTOBER 9, 2016:  THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;   

Adult Forum: “What is Intercession?,”  undercroft, 10 a.m.;   

Child care provided;  Breakfast following 8:30 a.m. Mass;   

Coffee Hour following 11 a.m. Mass;  Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.;   

A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday Parish Office Closed (Columbus Day); D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. 

Tuesday  Women of All Souls, rector’s office, 6:30 p.m.; 

D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass w/Healing Rite, 12 p.m.;  

Communications Committee, conference room, 6:30 p.m.;  

Prayer Group, fireplace room, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m. 

Friday A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Vocational Diaconate Workshop, undercroft, 8:30 a.m.; 

20s/30s Group: Martha’s Table Food Prep, undercroft & kitchen, 3:30 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 11 a.m. (CR1) Katherine Nordal, (T1) Barry Huber, (T2) Rob Gibbs,  

(Book) Martha Domenico, (CR2) Ed Perlman, (TR) Mark Porter 

Bell Guild: Bill Stevens, Sharon Nuskey Ford 

Greeters: Steve Merrill, Terry Horan, Lori Commins 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Marko Zlatich, (NT) Nancy Aherne, (PP) Scott Yeomans; 

11 a.m. (OT) Jeff Wells, (NT) Calvin Zon, (PP) Choir of All Souls 

Ushers: Josie Martin, Ellie Martin, Elwood Gibson, Tony Domenico 

Breakfast: Loaves & Fishes 

Coffee Hour: Loaves & Fishes 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, The Rev. Cameron Soulis, The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA,  

The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistants;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

  

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org; senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

To receive this by email, sign up at https://is.gd/ASC_Email. 
 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 
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