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FROM WHENCE SHOULD OUR SPIRITUAL HELP COME? 

 

One of the questions in the RenewalWorks survey (which expires online at midnight on 

Monday, October 13 at www.allsoulsdc.org) asks, “Overall, how satisfied are you with 

your church's role in helping you grow spiritually?” By way of answering that 

question, we are then asked to rank the following statements:   
  

  - Senior church leaders are actively engaged in helping people get started on  

    their spiritual growth. 

  - Prioritizes my spiritual growth over my church membership. 

  - Encourages me to take personal responsibility for my own spiritual growth. 

  - Provides a clear pathway that helps guide my spiritual growth. 
 

I love that question because it asks everyone to think about how and whether All Souls 

(in our worship, classes, projects, events, leaders, written materials, etc.) plays an 

appropriate role in helping us grow spiritually.  The question also helps me, the 

volunteer clergy, and our lay leadership reflect on what we think our role ought to be. 

The survey results and our subsequent conversations will be extremely helpful in 

determining whether the needs of the congregation are being met by the energies of 

me and your other leaders.  If not, then we can work to lead differently.   

 

As rector, I can tell you that I take seriously the teaching role of my vocation (hence the 

writing in the Weekly, the Message, Adult Forums, sermons, and blogs), but I also resist 

what I perceive as over-simplifying or somehow presuming the work of the Holy 

Spirit.  I am curious whether I get this balance right or not.  Should I be more explicit in 

mapping out a plan for spiritual growth?  Should the vestry and other church leaders 

put more energy in a concrete program of spiritual growth and development?    

 

I have reflected here on only one question in a much longer survey. Even though I 

know the survey has serious limitations, I am convinced the Holy Spirit will use this 

process to deepen our trust and love of Christ and to deepen our experience of 

spiritual community.  Stay tuned for the ongoing conversation.  John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Join us between services and during coffee hour this Sunday, 

October 12, for Ministry Day.  Come visit the tables in the undercroft and see what our 

ministries are doing and how you can become involved! . . . We hope to remedy our 

phone system problems by next week. If you have trouble reaching us, please email 

office@allsoulsdc.org or rector@allsoulsdc.org . . . Attendance last Sunday, October 5, at 

8:30 a.m.: 24; at 11 a.m.: 158.  Pledge offerings for Sunday, September 28: $2,837; plate: 

$448.76; online contributions for the past week: $1,115.  

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Patsy Hobbing, Joe Priester, David Gariff, Edward 

Weber & family, Noah MacMillan, Grace Lee, Betty Frentzen, Oscar Longalong, Jim & 

Margaret Houghton, Reggie Harrington, Daelon Johnson, Tim & Karla Cook, Francis 

Sierawski, Merry Lee Mabon, George Smith, Rob Six, Bertha Bowie, Robert “Mitch” 

Mitchell, Joan Shapiro, Robert Harrison, Colin & Lindsay Walsh, Louise Lusignan, 

Qwee Lan, Ralph Braun, Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Jim Leanderson, Jennie R., Walter 

G. Acham, Dotty Wallace, Terry & Ron Horn, Claretta Prescott, Julia Gutierrez, Vivian 

Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Paul Carter, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, 

Clare, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana Hernandez, Walter Hollis, Elizabeth McKee, 

Landis Vance, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, & Chip Meyers.  Pray also for those 

in Foreign Service & overseas, especially Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, & 

our armed forces on active duty.  

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers on the main altar today are given by Nancy Aherne 

and Marko Zlatich to the Glory of God and in thanksgiving for 22 years of happily 

married life. 
 

FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF THE CHURCH, OCTOBER 19 . . . All Souls Parish was 

founded on the third Sunday of October in 1911.  We use next Sunday to give thanks to 

God for our history and to pledge ourselves to new faithfulness for the future.  At the 

11 a.m. Mass, the choir will sing the Bach cantata, Ein Feste burg ist unser Gott (“A 

Mighty Fortress is Our God,”) BWV 80.  This is an especially good day to bring friends.  

 

FALL WITH FRANCISCANS: ADULT FORUM IN OCTOBER . . . Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. in 

the undercroft.  This Sunday, October 12, we will discuss the life and work of Clare of 

Assisi (1194-1253), Francis’s friend and follower. We will learn about her life and 

discuss her writing.  On October 19, we’ll learn about Angela of Foligno (1248-1309), a 

wealthy mother and wife who lived not far from Assisi.  After her husband and 

children died, she committed herself to a Franciscan way of life, had mystical 

experiences, and was a counselor and spiritual director to many.  



NAMES FOR REMEMBRANCE  . . . The names of the faithful departed will be read at the 

8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Masses on All Saints’ Sunday, November 2, and at the low mass 

for All Souls’ Day on Monday, November 3 at 7 p.m. For inclusion on this list, which 

will also be printed in the bulletins, names must be received by the church office by no 

later than Wednesday, October 29. You can submit names for remembrance via our 

online form at http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form13706.htm, or fill out the insert in the 

bulletin and return it to the church office.  

 

UNDERCROFT CHAIR STORAGE . . . Here’s the 2.0 version of chair storage! Please return 

chairs to the dolly on the north side of the undercroft and leave the dolly there. There 

may be a further update on storage, so please continue feedback to the junior warden. 

 

COUNTDOWN TO TRANSITIONAL HOUSING APARTMENT MOVE-IN!  . . . We are two weeks 

out from the move-in date (October 25), and we have found out that the new family 

moving in will be a mom and her 3 kids: an 8 year old girl, a 4 year old boy, and a 2 

year old girl.  That means we need to furnish items for 4 people. Here is a list of what 

we are missing:  microwave, toaster oven, adult room dresser, bedside table, clock 

radio with alarm, 3 kid dressers, bedside tables, lamps, and new age-appropriate kid 

toys.  The beds are being supplied (donations to cover the cost are welcome), but we 

need bedding for the 3 kids beds - twin sheet sets, blankets, comforters, pillows.  These 

should all be new, not used.  Thank you! Melissa Barrett, mlb707@gmail.com 

 

WOMEN OF ALL SOULS . . . Please join us this Tuesday, October 14, at 6:30 p.m. for a 

candlelight dinner, centering prayer, and a discussion of the first three chapters of 

Margaret Guenther’s book, Toward Holy Ground. (If you would like me to order the 

book for you, do let me know.) Please bring a contribution for our dinner (fruit, an 

appetizer, an entree, a vegetable, a salad, a dessert). We will meet in the conference 

room down the hall from the parish office. All are welcome, especially newcomers. 

Please contact The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, eorensnoel@earthlink.net, with questions. 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE . . . Readings appointed for the week, October 12 

through October 18 are listed in The Book of Common Prayer, page 989, “Week of Proper 

23,” or can be viewed at the Mission St. Clare website, 

http://www.missionstclare.com/english/October/whole/list.html.   

 

MASS AT 5 P.M. CONTINUES . . . On Sunday October 19, we continue our “Odd Mass,” 

Low Mass with music at 5 p.m. on the first and third Sundays of the month.   

 



OCTOBER 12, 2014:  THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday 
 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;  

Child care provided; Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass; 

Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; Adult Forum: Clare of Assisi, undercroft, 10 a.m.; 

Capital Hearings Auditions, undercroft & choir room, 2 p.m.;  

AA Meeting, conf. room, 3 p.m.  

Monday S.H.I. Director Meeting, conference room, 8 a.m.; D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 

6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; S.H.I. Director Meeting, conference room, 8 a.m.; 

Communications Committee, conference room, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; S.H.I., conf. room, 8 a.m.; 

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m.; Prayer Group, Mary Chapel, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.; S.H.I., conf. room, 8 a.m.; St. Mary’s 

Court, 3 p.m.; Capital Hearings Auditions, undercroft & choir room, 7 p.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, Maret School, 3000 Cathedral Ave., NW, 8:30 a.m. − 12:30 p.m.; 

TSSF Fellowship, Mary Chapel & conference room, 10 a.m.; Capital 

Hearings Auditions, undercroft & choir room, 2 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill; 11 a.m. CR1- Marcia Anderson,  T1- TBA, T2- TBA, 

Book- Tyler Doherty, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Mark Hoffman 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Sharon Nuskey Ford 

Greeters: Terry Horan , Debby Kelly, Ed McAllister 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Leigh Harrison, (NT) Scott Yeomans, (PP) Peter Laugesen;  

11 a.m. (OT) Larry Sturgeon, (NT) Terry Adlhock, (PP) Josie Martin 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand;  

11:00 a.m. Caroline Mottur, Tracy Self, Dick Self, Larry Sturgeon 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Carolyn Farmer & Charlie Boone 

Coffee Hour: Josie Martin, Melissa Myers, and Ellie 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Cameron Soulis, 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin 

Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


