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THE DAY OF GIFTS 
By Paul Claudel, in Poetry, March 2012 

Translated from the French by Jonathan Monroe Geltner 
 

It’s not true that Your saints have won everything: they left me with sins enough. 

Someday I’ll lie on my deathbed, Lord, ill-shaven and yellow as a lifelong drunk. 

And I’ll make a general examination of myself, looking back over all my days, 

And I’ll see that I’m rich after all, ripe and rich with evil in its unnumbered paths and ways. 

I haven’t lost one single chance, Lord, to make matter for You to pardon. 

Now I hearten myself with vice, having long ago sloughed off virtue’s burden. 

Each day has its own kind of crime, plain to see, and I count them like some paranoid miser. 

 

If what you need, Lord, are virgins, if what you need are brave men beneath your standard; 

If there are people for whom to be Christian words alone would not suffice,  

But who know rather that only in stirring themselves to chase after You is there any life, 

Well then there’s Dominic and Francis, Saint Lawrence and Saint Cecilia and plenty more! 

But if by chance You should have need of a lazy and imbecilic bore, 

If a prideful coward could prove useful to You, or perhaps a soiled ingrate, 

Or the sort of man whose hard heart shows up in a hard face— 

Well, anyway, You didn’t come to save the just but that other type that abounds, 

And if, miraculously, You run out of them elsewhere . . . Lord, I’m still around. 

 

And what kind of a man is so crude that he hasn’t held a little something back from You, 

Hasn’t in his free time fashioned something special for You, 

Hoping that one day the idea will come to You to ask it of him, 

And maybe this little that he’s made himself, kept back until then,  

though horrid and tortuous, will please Your whim.  

It would be something that he’d put his whole heart into, something useless and malformed. 

Just like that my little daughter once, on my birthday,  

teetered forward with encumbered arms 

And offered me, her heart at once full of timidity and pride, 

A magnificent little duck she had made with her own two hands,  

a pincushion, made of red wool and gold thread.  

 

 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . This Sunday, November 6, the Reverend Jim Holmes joins us 

to preach and celebrate at both masses. The adult forum will be led by Timothy Sabin, 

and the topic will be “The Path and the Prize”. . . The Reverend Frank Dunn will join 

us again to preach, celebrate, and lead adult forum on November 13 and 20 . . . 2017 

Liturgical Calendars are now available to be picked up (for free!) at the back of the 

nave, in either of the entryways, or on the welcome table in the undercroft . . . 

Attendance last Sunday, October 30 at 8:30 a.m.: 26; at 11 a.m.: 85; on All Souls Day at 

12 p.m.: 17; at 7 p.m.: 22 . . . Pledge: $4,529; Plate: $3,800; Online Giving: $2,840. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Rita Bradman, Ralph Braun, Margaret Child, Peggy 

Crook, Charles Davidson, Wallace Dickson, Julia Gutierrez, Evelyn Mackin Henry, 

Janis Hoffman, Fred Jordan, Susan Morrison, Missy Pepe, Jay Robbins, Joan Shapiro, 

Marilyn and Stuart Stiles, Debbie Thompson, Joe Threadgill, Mary Welker, and 

Merriam Woodhouse. Pray also for those in Foreign Service & overseas, especially 

Scott Cecil, & our armed forces on active duty . . . Contact the parish office to add names to 

the list. Names stay on for one month, unless the person submitting the name contacts the office 

to request continued prayers.   

 

LITURGICAL NOTES  . . . The flowers on the main altar this Sunday are given by Greg 

Lebel to the glory of God and in loving memory of his mother, Willetta Jane Lebel. 

 

PLEASE HELP WITH OUR NEW RECTOR'S TRANSITION . . . The vestry will soon convene a 

Transition Committee to help the new rector acclimate to All Souls as well as to our 

broader community.  This group will work intensively, starting immediately after the 

vestry announces the call and during the first several months of the new rector's 

tenure.  The work will then likely level off but continue at a steady pace through most 

of next year.  Like the rector search committee, the vestry wants to ensure that this 

committee reflects as much as possible the breadth of the All Souls community.  The 

initial group will be small for efficiency's sake, but we will probably add new members 

as the year progresses based on feedback from the parish, the rector, and the remaining 

areas of the parish that need attention.  If you are interested in serving on this 

committee, please submit a statement to Greg Lebel (lebelgreg@gmail.com) explaining 

why and what experiences or perspectives you will bring to this important task.   

 

2017 STEWARDSHIP  . . . To support our 2017 asking budget, we hope to receive pledges 

from 152 pledgers totaling $581,000. As of Thursday, November 3, we have received  

11 pledges totaling $62,700, or 11% of our goal. A mailing from the Stewardship 

Committee was sent out earlier this week, but if you haven’t received it yet or would 



prefer to pledge a different way, you can fill out an online form, submit your pledge 

through All Souls Connects, or print your own copy of the pledge card. Links to all 

three ways to submit your pledge can be found at http://www.allsoulsdc.org/.   

 

PECANS FOR SALE  . . . Parishioner Butch Bradburn will again be selling pecans for the 

holiday season. For $10 each, you can order 12 ounce bags of plain pecan halves, milk 

chocolate pecans, or dark chocolate pecans, or 10 ounce bags of pecan caramel clusters 

or cinnamon glazed pecans. To order, please fill out one of the forms that can be found 

on the welcome table in the undercroft and return it to Butch Bradburn or place it in 

the offering plate. Butch will deliver your order to you at the church. Pecans will only 

be sold until supplies run out, so order them as soon as possible!  

 

ALL SOULS CARES  . . . All Souls Cares will be meeting today, November 6, right after 

the 11 a.m. service in the conference room for prayers and notes to those on our prayer 

list and others in need.  We invite you to join us today, and we usually meet the first 

Sunday of every month.  Bring a friend, take a look at our posting on the All Souls 

website under Congregational Care, and if you know of anyone who needs prayers or 

outreach please talk to Lisa Watson or Jeffrey Hunter, or email caring@allsoulsdc.org. 

 

ALL SOULS’ ANNUAL THANKSGIVING DINNER . . . Come join parishioners of All Souls, 

our families, friends, and neighbors on Thursday, November 24 for our annual 

Thanksgiving Day Dinner in the undercroft. Our tradition on this national day of 

thanks is to reach out and draw others into the warmth of our parish family and our 

kitchen. We encourage you to spend as much of the day at All Souls as you like. Some 

of us will arrive at 9 a.m. to begin cooking and food prep, and we enjoy having extra 

hands in the kitchen and help with setting up tables, flower arrangements, etc. We will 

celebrate Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m., and invite those at the Mass to join us downstairs 

for cooking and fellowship through the afternoon, fueled by light appetizers and 

drinks. Later in the afternoon (around 4 p.m.), we’ll serve dinner. Contributions of 

food, beverages, and funds are most welcome, as are helping hands in the kitchen. 

Please RSVP at http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form14966.htm or on the sign-up sheet on 

the welcome table in the undercroft and indicate who and what you plan to bring.  

 

A PRAYER FOR THE ELECTION . . . Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our 

powers and privileges: Guide the people of the United States in the election of officials 

and representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all 

may be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  (BCP, p. 822) 



NOVEMBER 6, 2016:  ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 

Sunday 

All Saints’ Sunday 

Daylight Saving Time 

Ends at 2 a.m. 

 

Low Mass with Healing Rite & the Litany of the Saints, 8:30 a.m.;  

High Mass with Healing Rite & the Litany of the Saints, 11 a.m.;   

Adult Forum: “The Path and the Prize,” undercroft, 10 a.m.;   

Child care provided;  Breakfast following 8:30 a.m. Mass;   

Coffee Hour following 11 a.m. Mass;  Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.;   

All Souls Cares, conference room, 12:30 a.m.; A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. 

Tuesday  

Election Day 

Election Day – Don’t Forget to Vote! 

D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass w/Healing Rite, 12 p.m.;  

Communications Committee, conference room, 6:30 p.m.;  

Prayer Group, fireplace room, 7 p.m.;  

Cleveland & Woodley Park Village Board Meeting, undercroft, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.;  

Capital Hearings Rehearsals, undercroft & choir room, 7 p.m. 

Friday 

Veterans Day 

Office Closed for Veterans Day; 

A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Inquirers’ Class, conference room, 10 a.m.;  

D.A.R. Veterans Day Luncheon, undercroft & kitchen, 10 a.m. 

Liturgical ministers for All Saints’ Sunday 

Acolytes: 11 a.m. (CR1) Marcia Anderson, (T1) Mark Porter, (T2) Rob Gibbs,  

(Book) Martha Domenico, (CR2) Ed Perlman, (TR) Heidi Rasciner 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Sharon Nuskey Ford 

Greeters: Steve Merill, Debby Kelly, vEnessa Acham 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Marko Zlatich, (NT) Charlie Boone, (PP) Nancy Aherne; 

11 a.m. (OT) Larry Sturgeon, (NT) Lee Davis, (PP) Choir of All Souls 

Ushers: Josie Martin, Ellie Martin, Tracy Self, Dick Self 

Breakfast: Loaves & Fishes 

Coffee Hour: Melissa Barrett & Laquita Wood 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, The Rev. Cameron Soulis, The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA,  

The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistants;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

 Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org; senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

To receive this by email, sign up at https://is.gd/ASC_Email. 
 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 

mailto:office@allsoulsdc.org

