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OVERCOMING BIBLIOPHOBIA 
 

When I began seminary, I had a deep dislike for the Apostle Paul and the books of the 

Bible attributed to him.  I thought he was hopelessly misogynistic and homophobic 

and had very little to offer me or the Church.  Over time, two people helped change 

my view of Paul.  The first was Dr. J. Christian Beker, professor of New Testament for 

over thirty years at Princeton Seminary.  He loved offending and challenging people, 

especially those he thought overly pious or theologically timid.  Every year, he would 

famously begin his class by saying something like, “The Apostle Paul is full of sh%t!”  

(He had my attention at that point.)  But Dr. Beker would go on to say, “Paul is also 

completely full of God.  Both are true for Paul, just as they are for most of us.”   

 

The second person that helped me think of Paul in a different light was a fellow 

seminarian.  She explained that she had hated Paul too, until she began to imagine him 

as a kind of cranky, Jewish grandmother.  Some of what Paul offers is narrow and out 

of date, but it is always offered in a spirit of love and often contains deep wisdom.  

 

I know the term “bibliophobia” technically refers to a fear of books, but I think it also 

might describe a fear, dislike, or skepticism of the Bible.  This issue has come up in our 

discussions flowing out of the RenewalWorks survey as our team has talked about our 

various experiences and impressions of scripture.  Some of us come from backgrounds 

in which scripture was used as a battering ram, a form of control and abuse.  Others of 

us come from churches in which the reading and interpretation of scripture was left 

only to the ordained, and so we’ve never really engaged scripture on our own.  As our 

group has talked, we have realized that if the dozen or so of us have such different 

views of scriptures, the wider parish must also bring a multitude of feelings and fears 

to the reading and hearing of scripture.     

 

At All Souls, we hear and read a lot of scripture.  I pray that, over time, the Holy Spirit 

will help us to be more curious about the Bible.  May the Spirit helps us to be more 

open to the mysteries, the wonders, the wisdom, and the humor that comes through 

the Bible, our Holy Scripture.  John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Changes or additions to the draft copy of the parish directory 

must be made by the end of coffee hour this Sunday, November 16 . . . 2015 sign-up 

sheets are now posted downstairs for breakfast and coffee hour . . . Attendance last 

Sunday, November 9, at 8:30 a.m.: 34; at 11 a.m.: 130.  Pledge offerings for Sunday, 

November 2: $5,527; plate: $1,209.04; online contributions for the past week: $4,650.  
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Greg Lebel, Tom Bethell, Irene Butcher, Joan 

Shapiro, Joe Priester, David Gariff, Edward Weber & family, Noah MacMillan, Grace 

Lee, Oscar Longalong, Jim & Margaret Houghton, Reggie Harrington, Daelon Johnson, 

Tim & Karla Cook, Francis Sierawski, Merry Lee Mabon, George Smith, Rob Six, 

Bertha Bowie, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Robert Harrison, Colin & Lindsay Walsh, 

Louise Lusignan, Qwee Lan, Ralph Braun, Fred Jordan, Lee Kadrich, Jim Leanderson, 

Jennie R., Walter G. Acham, Dotty Wallace, Terry & Ron Horn, Claretta Prescott, Julia 

Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, Paul Carter, Margaret 

Child, Joe Threadgill, Clare, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Ana Hernandez, Walter 

Hollis, Landis Vance, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, & Chip Meyers.  Pray also 

for those in Foreign Service & overseas, especially Janet Meyers, R.N., Chuck Hunter, 

Brad Moore, Michael Pate, Timothy Zlatich, & our armed forces on active duty.  
 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers on the main altar today are given to the Glory of 

God and in loving memory of Dr. Elizabeth Louise McKee, who died Monday, 

November 10 at the age of 90. Pray for the repose of the soul of Elizabeth, for her 

nephews and family, and for all those who mourn . . . It’s not too early to sign up for 

altar flowers for 2015! With the exception of Advent and Lent, when there are no altar 

flowers, dedications are available for the main altar, the Mary Chapel, and the 

sanctuary candle each Sunday. For more information or to submit a dedication request, 

visit http://is.gd/AllSoulsFlowers. 

 

ADULT FORUM UPDATE . . . Join us on November 16 and 23, as Father Worthley 

presents “Digging Deeper: An interactive introduction to ‘treasured’ resources for 

biblical interpretation” . . . Advent begins on November 30 and this year we will study 

Advent with Evelyn Underhill (Morehouse Publishing, 2006).  Copies of the book may be 

purchased in the undercroft for $10.  The Adult Forum meets Sundays at 10 a.m. 

  

ELECTRONIC GIVING AT ALL SOULS . . . If you’ve made a 2015 pledge to All Souls, it’s 

not too early to set up a recurring gift with your bank account or debit/credit card. You 

can either set up your recurring gift through All Souls Connects (instructions available 

at http://www.allsoulsdc.org/login) or by filling out the paper form now available in 



the parish office that allows the parish administrator to set it up on your behalf. 

Contact office@allsoulsdc.org with questions. 

 

STEWARDSHIP 2015 . . . Stewardship season asks us to reflect on the many ways God 

has blessed us and to pray about what portion of those gifts we are able to return to 

God’s mission and ministry in the world.  At All Souls, we ask that members and 

friends might pledge (i.e., tell us formally) what they will give in the coming year.  

This allows us to fund the operating budget of the parish—to keep lights on, music 

heard, rooms heated, ministries funded, and a very limited staff paid.  If you did not 

receive stewardship materials in the mail, please pick up additional pledge forms and 

packets in the back of the church, the undercroft, or the parish office.   

 

FROM THE JUNIOR WARDEN . . . Yes, we know there is a hole in the ceiling at the top of 

the Woodley Place stairs!  Believe it or not, it’s there on purpose so our roofing 

company can inspect a failed repair and advise us about a new repair.  We hope the 

hole will be taken care of soon but coordinating contractors can be difficult.  The lower 

level men’s room near the choir room is temporarily out of order.  Our plumber is 

working on diagnosing the problem and will advise how to correct it.  Thank you for 

your patience while the church looks a bit disheveled.  

 

FREE FOLDING CHAIRS . . . Brown folding chairs in the Undercroft are available to good 

homes.  They are surplus to our needs, so please take some for your use and keep them 

out of a landfill.  (Just the chairs, however – the dolly needs to stay at All Souls.) 

 

JOIN US FOR THANKSGIVING! . . . Please join us on Thursday, November 27, as we 

celebrate Thanksgiving at All Souls. There will be a low mass at 10 a.m., followed by 

hors d’oeuvres and a meal around 1 p.m. All friends and visitors are welcome. If 

possible, please RSVP at http://is.gd/AllSoulsThanksgiving to let us know who or what 

you are bringing. 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE . . . Join others throughout the Anglican Communion 

as we follow the scriptures and prayers appointed for the week, November 16 through 

November 22.  Readings are listed in The Book of Common Prayer, page 993, “Week of 

Proper 28.” One can also follow in English or Spanish with the Mission of St. Clare 

http://www.missionstclare.com/english/November/whole/list.html. 

 

 

 

http://www.missionstclare.com/english/November/whole/list.html


NOVEMBER 16, 2014:  THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday 

 
 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.; Child care 

provided; Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass; Choir 

Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; Adult Forum: Tools for Biblical Exegesis, undercroft, 10 

a.m.; Vestry Meeting, conference room, 1 p.m.; AA Meeting, conf. room, 3 

p.m.; “Odd Mass” followed by potluck dinner, 5 p.m.  

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.;  

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m.; Prayer Group, Mary Chapel, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, Maret School, 3000 Cathedral Ave., NW, 8:30 a.m. − 12:30 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill;  

11 a.m. CR1- Mark Hoffman,  T1- Marcia Anderson, T2- Katherine Nordal, 

Book- Tyler Doherty, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Jacob Pierce 

Bell Guild: Kevin LeGrand, Cynthia Powell 

Greeters: Sharon Nuskey Ford, Lisa Watson, Ben Chia 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Karen McFadden, (NT) Kevin LeGrand, (PP) Kathleen 

Krepps; 11 a.m. (OT) Jeff Wells, (NT) Charles Briody, (PP) Peter Laugesen 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand;  

11:00 a.m. Ed McAllister, Larry Sturgeon, Susie Bruninga, Kathleen Scholl 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: The Wednesday Night Prayer Group 

Coffee Hour: The All Souls Choir 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Cameron Soulis, 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin 

Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


