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THANKSGIVING (EVEN) IN THE MIDST OF ANXIETY 

W.H. Auden suggests that we seek Christ “in the Kingdom of Anxiety.” Next week is 

Thanksgiving, and as we begin to move into the holidays, perhaps Auden’s words are 

good ones to send us forward.  They suggest that we don’t necessarily have to be calm.  

We don’t have to be well organized or have our lists checked off.  We can be anxious 

and God will still be with us.  We can be anxious, but with God’s Spirit in us, we will 

still enjoy the grace, mercy, love, and peace of God.    

 

In Matthew 6:25-33, Jesus says, “Do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat 

or what you shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall put on . . . But seek first 

his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well.” In 

Christ, the kingdom of anxiety, the kingdom of worry, the kingdom of fear, and all 

those other kingdoms in which we spend time are transformed as we receive new life 

in the Kingdom of God. 

Through words and images, Jesus tells us what the kingdom of God looks like. It starts 

out small and it grows. It might appear at first to be insignificant, but it increases in 

importance. The kingdom of God is that place where we see each other as sisters and 

brothers, mothers and fathers and children, cousins, in laws and outlaws—all of one 

family, the family of God through Jesus Christ our Lord. The kingdom of God is not an 

abundance of things—it’s an abundance of love, of hope, of peace, of life, of laughter.  

If we set our minds on the kingdom of God and on God’s righteousness, then all these 

other things find their proper place.  

We might spend Thanksgiving alone or in a crowd. For some it will mean feasting 

with 20 or so, with others, sitting down with family.  A few might celebrate quietly and 

enjoy a turkey sandwich from the refrigerator. A good bunch of us will gather at All 

Souls, for Mass, breakfast after Mass, and/or lunch later in the afternoon.  But 

wherever we may find ourselves—even if it’s a place of anxiety— I hope we’ll offer 

thanks for the kingdom of God that embraces us, feeds us, surrounds us with all that 

we need, and prepares us for feast that never ends.  John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . The December/January edition of The Message is available in 

the undercroft.  If you pick up your copy, it will save the church the cost of postage . . . 

Also in the undercroft is a draft parish Directory on which corrections or updates may 

be made.  Please update the hard copy by Sunday, November 25, for the distribution of 

the new directory on December 2.  If you prefer to use All Souls Access, you may 

submit new information to be updated in our database at 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/memberlogin.aspx?sn=107738 . . . Today at 10 a.m. 

in the undercroft Tyler Doherty will coordinate an informal study of the lectionary 

scripture readings appointed . . . Attendance on Sunday, November 4 at the 8:30 a.m. 

Mass: 36; at the 11 a.m. Mass: 120 . . . Pledges (by mail or in church) for the week were 

$29,067; plate offerings were $1,992.15; Pledges and other gifts received online this 

week totaled $1,140.   

 

GIVING OF OUR TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE . . . Every Fall we ask parishioners and 

friends to write down what they think they might be able to contribute to All Souls in 

2013.  This allows the vestry to establish a budget, but also allows various aspects of 

the parish to plan activities, education, and mission for the next program year. Pledge 

forms have been mailed and are available in the church and undercroft.  Pledge forms 

and projected budgets can be found on the parish website in the Support section.    To 

date, we have received 74 pledges, totaling $268,942, toward our goal of $550,000.   

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Michael Deadman, Fr. James St. George, Joan 

Shapiro, Tom Mabon, Richard Doty, Susan Morrison, Martha-Lynn Corner, Kelly 

Maurer, Noah MacMillan, Don Davis, Harriet Wolf Arnold, Lisa Chimera, Wes 

Pickard, Lee Tidball, Peter Laugesen, David Hoffman, Bill Lambert, Bich Hoang, 

Louise Tesar, Marty Plissner, Paul Carter, John Gleason, Harriet Curry, Harvey 

Shapiro, Chris Spangler, Marilee Asher, Norma Specker, Ted Greenfeld, Doug Wallace, 

Lou Hines, Sally MacDonald, Stewart Brooks Jordan, Diana Kunkel, Margaret Child, 

Joe Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, Jim Morrison, Doug Gold, Bob Colborn, Clare, 

Frazier Russell, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Roger Mahan, Ana Hernandez, B. J. 

Warren, Walter Hollis, Gene Dunn, Elizabeth McKee, Barb Chaffee, Landis Vance, 

Ruth Huber, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, Chip Meyers, Arthur Andrew 

Warren, Marie & Duke Dow, Mary Beth McCutcheon, and Ted Field.  Pray for 

members of the parish in the Foreign Service and others working overseas, especially 

Steve Kerchoff, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our armed forces on active duty, 

especially Jack Severson.    

 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/memberlogin.aspx?sn=107738


LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The new All Souls Children’s Choir makes its debut today at 

the 11 a.m. Mass. When you see our young people during coffee hour, please speak an 

encouraging word . . . Flowers at the main altar today are given by Martha and Tony 

Domenico to the glory of God and in celebration of their 40th wedding anniversary . . . 

Flowers in the Mary chapel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Joan 

Kennedy Meyers on the anniversary of her birthday, from her loving family Melissa 

Meyers, Josie Martin, and Eleanor W. Martin . . . Father Worthley will be the celebrant 

and preacher at both Masses today, as the rector is on retreat this weekend.  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS AND SANCTUARY CANDLES . . . The vestry approved an updated 

donation policy for altar flowers.  The requested donation for the Main Altar is $100, 

the donation for the Mary Chapel Altar is $50, and the donation for a Sanctuary Candle 

is $25.  Flowers and candles may be reserved through the parish website (click the 

Support button at the bottom of the main page) and may also be paid for online. The 

form may be found at http://is.gd/altarflowers.  

 

PLAN NOW TO JOIN ALL SOULS FOR THANKSGIVING . . . This Thursday, November 22, 

turkeys go into the oven at 9 a.m. We celebrate Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m., and 

afterwards, invite everyone downstairs for cooking and fellowship through the early 

afternoon.  Look for more information in the coming days.  

 

COOKS FOR CHRIST HOUSE . . . All Souls Serves has a couple of fun groups of folks who 

cook breakfast at Christ House every Wednesday morning (from 7 to 9 a.m.), and 

dinner on several Wednesdays every month (from 5 to 7 p.m.). We need more 

volunteers. There will be a sign-up sheet in the undercroft. Melissa Barrett 

 

A COLLECT FOR THANKSGIVING DAY . . . Almighty and gracious Father, we give you 

thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors of those who harvest 

them. Make us, we beseech thee, faithful stewards of thy great bounty, for the 

provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of thy 

Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for November 18 through November 24, please consult The 

Book of Common Prayer, page 992, “Proper 28.”  

 
 

http://is.gd/altarflowers


NOVEMBER 18, 2012: THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 Low Mass, 8:30 a.m., High Mass, 11 a.m.   Child care provided. 

 Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass;  

 Choir Rehearsal, choir room, 9:15 a.m.; Adult Forum, undercroft, 10 a.m. 

 Coffee Hour, undercroft, following 11 a.m. High Mass 

 A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Ward 3 Rezoning Task Force, conf. room, 6:30 p.m.; 

Renaissance Group rehearsal, choir room & church, 7 p.m.—10 p.m. 

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.;  

Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m. 

Thursday Thanksgiving Day (office closed);  

Low Mass, 10 a.m., followed by fellowship and dinner in the undercroft 

Friday Office Closed; Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.; Garden Guild 9:30 a.m.—12 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill; 11 a.m. CR1- Mark Hoffman,  T1- Martha Domenico,  

Heidi Rasciner, Book- Tyler Doherty, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Barry Huber 

Bell Guild: Bill Stevens, Ford Chinworth 

Greeters: 11 a.m. Durward Womack, Lori Commins, Ed McAllister 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Jim Child, (NT) Jerry Fath, (PP) Karen McFadden   

 11 a.m. (OT) Charles Briody, (NT) Heidi Rasciner, (PP) Will Coley 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Jim Child, Kevin LeGrand 

 11 a.m. Tony Domenico, Bob Long, Beth Moten, Al Muller 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Margaret Romig 

Coffee Hour: Stewardship Committee 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary associate;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


