
ALL SOULS WEEKLY                   
VOLUME 10, NUMBER 50, NOVEMBER 19, 2017 
 
 

THE MESSAGE: A CALL TO SERVE 
 

At Coffee Hour a few years ago, Jennifer Johnston mentioned that she was going to be short of 
help preparing breakfast at Christ House on Wednesday mornings.  The piercing gaze of hope 
and expectation she gave me made it clear that this was more of a summons than a suggestion.  
So "OK" I said, and joined the Wednesday morning crew of All Souls parishioners who prepare 
and serve at Christ House, a residential treatment facility for homeless men with acute medical 
issues. 
  

For an hour or so each week, we peel and slice, ladle and pour, wash and rinse.  Nothing our 
little team does requires any particular skill, and the routine is familiar enough to all of us by 
now that it doesn't really feel like work at all.   There will be a half-dozen or so meals to send 
upstairs to the patients and about 30 or so to serve to the guys who come in from outside, 
mostly from Kairos House, a satellite housing facility for men who have made an ongoing 
commitment to recovery from alcohol or drug dependency.  As soon as we finish the dishes 
and the kitchen is back in order, we all head off to our respective jobs and back to our 
predictably comfortable upper middle-class lives.   
 

I have no illusions that my modest individual contribution to this enterprise makes an earth-
shattering difference in anybody's life, nor do I think it changes me in some deep spiritual 
sense.  I occasionally miss a week and things truck along just fine without me, and while I have 
occasionally pondered spiritual matters while washing dishes,  nobody is ever going to mistake 
me for some latter-day Brother Lawrence.  So why do I bother? 
 

I do take some satisfaction from the knowledge that my contribution, though small, combines 
with many others to do something really important and good.  But the real reason I serve is 
that Jennifer asked me to.  And in our tradition, whether the call is as momentous as "Come 
follow me" or as mundane as "come help me fix breakfast," our faith is that there is ultimately 
one Source for all those myriad calls, both great and small, and anything offered in faith can be 
transformed and transformative in ways we can't know or see.    
 

We are all being called to serve right now by fulfilling our 2017 pledges to the mission and 
ministry of this parish and making new commitments for 2018. I tend to look at my pledge as 
something that I “owe.”  But that way of thinking about it tends to put it in the context of  just 
another bill to pay and obscures the fact that it is, in fact, a call to serve just as much as any 
other.  And what we offer in faith can be transformed as surely as water into wine and 
multiplied as surely as loaves and fishes.   Rick Taylor 



LIBERATION THEOLOGY THEN AND NOW . . . During Adult 
Forum at 10 a.m. on Sunday mornings in November, Joe 
Howell is offering a series of presentations exploring the 
Liberation Theology movement of the 20th century, inviting 
us, as Brian McLaren urged in our summer book, to embrace 
its challenges anew.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS . . . The Governance Committee is studying how the parish 
should respond to a variety of emergencies, including medical and civil disturbance situations. 
Want to be invoved in these discussions? Please contact Daniel Callis or Heidi Rasciner.  
 

NEW NAME TAGS!  . . . For those who have not yet picked up your 
new magnetic name tag, you'll find your badge on a table in the 
undercroft. There are four new magnetic boards at entrances to the 
undercroft and next to the elevator upstairs in the new entry to hold 
your nametag when you’re not using it—pick the one that’s most 
convenient for you!   
 

BIRTH DATES AND  PHOTOS  . . . We are trying to enrich our 
database with the addition of member birth dates and photos. 
Please look for Barry Huber, membership secretary, during coffee 
hour to have your picture taken and to check if you need to provide 
your birth date. Please note that both members of a couple should 
be present for the "family photo." 

All Souls Grow 

Come for our annual Thanksgiving Day Feast!  
Join us downstairs around 3 p.m. for cooking and fellowship 
throughout the afternoon, with a turkey dinner around 4 p.m. 
We will also be welcoming the two refugee families we 
support: the Habibs and the Haydaris. Contributions of food, 
beverages, and funds are welcome. RSVP at on the sign-up 
sheet in the Undercroft or at www.allsoulsdc.org. Questions? 
Email jcjohnston38@msn.com. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Thanksgiving Services 
We will celebrate Thanksgiving at our regular weekday services on Wednesday at 12 p.m. 
and on Thanksgiving morning at 7:15 a.m. 
 

Please note: the Parish Office will be closed next Thursday and Friday for Thanksgiving. 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3RD AT 11 A.M. 
 

Join us for a special service to mark the beginning 
of the church year and  our Advent walk toward 
Christmas. 

 

OUR ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN IS UNDERWAY!  All are encouraged  to make a 2018 
financial pledge to support the mission and ministry of the parish. If you have not received 
your pledge materials, please phone or email the parish office and they will be re-sent. We ask 
all parishioners to submit their 2018 pledge by the end of November so that our vestry can 
approve the next budget in December. Please note that in order to view up-to-date information 
about your pledges online you must now log in to our Realm portal.  Don’t yet have a Realm 
account? Contact Mary Beth at office@allsoulsdc.org to have your invitation re-sent. 

REFUGEE MINISTRY: JOB LEADS NEEDED! . . . Habibullah Habib, the wonderful and talented 
34 year old father of our Afghanistan refugee family, with green card in hand, is actively 
searching for employment opportunities in suburban MD or DC. With  BS and MS civil 
engineering degrees and good English skills, Habib’s experience  includes 3.5 years working 
with the Army Core of Engineers in Kabul in engineering capacities. If you have contacts in the 
construction or engineering fields who might assist Habib in obtaining employment, please 
contact Steve Merill (stephenamerrill@gmail.com) or Embry Howell (EHowell@urban.org). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All Souls Serve 

2018 Pledge Campaign: Rejoice, Give Thanks, and Sing! 

Save the Date! 
 

• Open Gardening Session, November 25, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
• Wise & Mature Luncheon, November 29, Undercroft, 12:45 p.m.  
• Women of All Souls Meeting, December 5, Conference Room, 6:30 p.m.  
• 20s & 30s Carols, Cookies, and Cocoa, December 10, Undercroft, 6 p.m. 
• Episcopal Men’s Fellowship, December 13, Undercroft, 6:30 p.m. 
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PLEASE SIGN CARE CARDS . . . in the Undercroft during fellowship time. 
 

DONATIONS TO EPISCOPAL RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT . . . through December 31st are being 
matched up to $760,000. Visit https://support.episcopalrelief.org/match-2017 to donate and 
take advantage of this great opportunity. 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Deborah Doyle Allen, Lyann Alranado, Ralph Braun, 
Margaret Child, Julia Gutierrez, Fred Jordan, Lucia Lloyd, Tom Mabon, Bob Maske, Susan 
Morrison, David Parobek, Marly Perry, Mike Pond, Michael Wolcott, Merriam Woodhouse, for 
those in Foreign Service, and our armed forces on active duty. 
 

DEDICATIONS  . . . The flowers at the main altar are given by Kathleen Scholl to the glory of 
God and in loving memory of her husband, John D. Scholl . . . The sanctuary candle is given by 
Marcia Anderson to the glory of God and in memory of her lifelong friend, Patricia Dading. 
 

 
Liturgical Ministers for November 19, 2017 
Acolytes: (CR1) Marcia Andersoon, (T1) Fernando Moran Arce, (T2) Robert Gibbs,  

(Book) TBD, (CR2) Mark Hoffman, (TR) Heidi Rasciner 
Bell Guild: Kevin LeGrand, Julie Duriga 
Greeters: Kathleen Scholl, Terry Adlhock 
Lectors: 8:30 (OT/Psalm/NT) Trevor Boothe, (PP) Nancy Aherne,  

11 (OT) Rick Taylor, (NT) Charles Briody, (PP) Terry Adlhock 
Ushers: Vicki Drell, Kathleen Scholl, Rob Arrington, Kirk Phillips 
Breakfast: Loaves & Fishes 
Coffee Hour: Loaves & Fishes 

 
Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew for recycling. 
To receive this by email, sign up at https://is.gd/asc_update. 
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