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GIVING THANKS BY LOOKING AROUND  

 

Near the top of my gratitude list is the time I spent at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin 

in New York City.  The rector, the Reverend Stephen Gerth, taught me how to cense an 

altar, how to say Mass, and how to look through ritual and custom to find the heart of 

Christ.  Stephen also taught me how to give thanks simply by looking around.    

 

I remember countless social occasions, parish happenings, and liturgical celebrations 

when the rector would, at some point, command the room and ask everyone to stop.  

He would say something along the lines of, “I invite you to take a moment.  Look 

around the room.  Notice everyone who is here today and remember their faces.  Take 

in this scene, because this particular gathering, this combination of people and 

circumstances, will never happen again.”    

 

Some might find such words maudlin, but I always found them deeply meaningful.  I 

appreciated his interruption, almost like pressing the pause button in the middle of a 

great movie so that details might be noticed.  Stephen was right to point out the rare, 

the unique, and the once-in-a-lifetime nature of our being together, whether such a 

time was a high occasion or an everyday event.    

 

This Thanksgiving is the sixth year that Erwin and I will be at All Souls for Mass in the 

morning, and then in the undercroft all afternoon, continuing the feast. When I think 

about the last five Thanksgiving dinners, I recall how the room looked different each 

year.  Some of our beloved saints have died and now enjoy an even greater feast in 

heaven.  A few parishioners have moved away, and some of the family, friends, or 

neighbors who joined us in the past were simply passing through.  Each year has been 

different, but each year has been a gift.  And I’m grateful to have noticed.    

 

Wherever you may spend time over this Thanksgiving weekend and through the 

holidays ahead, I invite you to try that little practice Father Gerth taught me:  look 

around, notice what is special in that moment, and give thanks to God for the gift of 

life and those around us.  John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Thanks to the Children’s Choir who sang last Sunday and 

thanks to Ben Hutchens, Ellen Kliman, and the parents whose encouragement makes 

such music possible . . . Thanks to Jennifer Crier Johnston, Greg DuRoss, Dale Lewis, 

and others who helped organize our Thanksgiving Dinner . . . In the undercroft is a 

draft parish Directory on which corrections or updates may be made.  Please update the 

hard copy by this Sunday, November 25, for the distribution of the new directory on 

December 2.  If you prefer to use All Souls Access, you may submit new information to 

be updated in our database through the parish website . . . Attendance on Sunday, 

November 18 at the 8:30 a.m. Mass: 31; at the 11 a.m. Mass: 145 . . . Pledges (by mail or 

in church) for the week were $15,307; plate offerings were $1,261; Pledges and other 

gifts received online this week totaled $1,510.   

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Vivian Addington, Michael Deadman, Fr. James St. 

George, Joan Shapiro, Tom Mabon, Richard Doty, Susan Morrison, Martha-Lynn 

Corner, Kelly Maurer, Noah MacMillan, Don Davis, Harriet Wolf Arnold, Lisa 

Chimera, Wes Pickard, Lee Tidball, Peter Laugesen, David Hoffman, Bill Lambert, Bich 

Hoang, Louise Tesar, Marty Plissner, Paul Carter, John Gleason, Harriet Curry, Harvey 

Shapiro, Chris Spangler, Marilee Asher, Norma Specker, Ted Greenfeld, Doug Wallace, 

Lou Hines, Sally MacDonald, Stewart Brooks Jordan, Diana Kunkel, Margaret Child, 

Joe Threadgill, Susan Walker-Williams, Jim Morrison, Doug Gold, Bob Colborn, Clare, 

Frazier Russell, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris Cobb, Roger Mahan, Ana Hernandez, B. J. 

Warren, Walter Hollis, Gene Dunn, Elizabeth McKee, Barb Chaffee, Landis Vance, 

Ruth Huber, Mark Henderson, Martha Holdgate, Chip Meyers, Arthur Andrew 

Warren, Marie & Duke Dow, Mary Beth McCutcheon, and Ted Field.  Pray for 

members of the parish in the Foreign Service and others working overseas, especially 

Steve Kerchoff, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, and our armed forces on active duty, 

especially Jack Severson.    

 

GIVING OF OUR TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE . . . Every Fall we ask parishioners and 

friends to write down what they think they might be able to contribute to All Souls in 

2013.  This allows the vestry to establish a budget, but also allows various aspects of 

the parish to plan activities, education, and mission for the next program year.  Equally 

important is the back side of the pledge form, which invites parishioners to offer 

talents, abilities, and desires.   Pledge forms have been mailed and are available in the 

church and undercroft.  Pledge forms and projected budgets can be found on the 

parish website in the Support section.    To date, we have received 104 pledges, totaling 

$365,450, toward our goal of $550,000.   

 



LITURGICAL NOTES . . . A celebration of the life of Lowell Doud, a former parishioner 

who died on October 1, 2012, will be offered at All Souls on Saturday, December 1, at 2 

p.m . . . Flowers at the main altar today and the ushers’ boutonnieres are given by 

Kathleen Scholl to the glory of God and in memory of her husband, John D. Scholl. 

 

ADVENT LESSON AND CAROLS . . . In previous years All Souls has used the Third 

Sunday of Advent for special music, often using an abbreviated version of a Service of 

Nine Lessons and Carols. This year, we will offer Advent Lessons and Carols, with 

Mass, on the First Sunday of Advent, December 2, 2012 at 11 a.m. Our communications 

committee is inviting neighbors and friends of All Souls and we will be advertising on 

radio and in newspapers.  Please help us invite others to this beautiful time of slowing 

down and listening for God’s movement in the world. 

 

HELPING VICTIMS OF HURRICANE SANDY . . . The Vestry approved a grant of $5,000 

from the All Souls Endowment to be sent to the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island for 

its efforts in helping victims of the recent storms. This diocese includes Brooklyn and 

Long Island and has been responding in tangible and immediate ways to those in 

need. If you wish to add a gift, you may do so online at 

https://licommin.wufoo.com/forms/q7p6x3/ or contribute to Episcopal Relief and 

Development at http://www.er-d.org/donate-select.php.  

 

ENDOWMENT FUND GRANT APPLICATIONS . . . Applications for grants from the All 

Souls Endowment Fund for 2013 are available in the parish office and online at 

http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2526/EndowmentRequest.pdf Grants may be 

made for projects in ministry or mission, as well as for capital improvements. 

Applications are due in the office by January 25, 2013, and will be acted upon by the 

Board and Vestry. If you have questions, please contact Pat Dresser or Mike McGee. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS AND SANCTUARY CANDLES . . . The vestry approved an updated 

donation policy for altar flowers.  The requested donation for the Main Altar is $100, 

the donation for the Mary Chapel Altar is $50, and the donation for a Sanctuary Candle 

is $25.  Flowers and candles may be reserved through the parish website (click the 

Support button at the bottom of the main page) and may also be paid for online. The 

form may be found at http://is.gd/altarflowers.  

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE  

For the appointed readings for November 25 through December 1, please consult The 

Book of Common Prayer, page 995, “Proper 29.”  

https://licommin.wufoo.com/forms/q7p6x3/
http://www.er-d.org/donate-select.php
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2526/EndowmentRequest.pdf
http://is.gd/altarflowers


 

NOVEMBER 25, 2012: THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: CHRIST THE KING 

 Low Mass, 8:30 a.m., High Mass, 11 a.m.   Child care provided. 

 Breakfast in the undercroft, following 8:30 a.m. Mass;  

 Choir Rehearsal, choir room, 9:15 a.m.; Adult Forum, undercroft, 10 a.m. 

 Coffee Hour, undercroft, following 11 a.m. High Mass 

 A.A. Meeting, conference room, 3 p.m. 

Monday A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Parish Admin. Luncheon, undercroft, 12:30 p.m.—2 p.m. 

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass with Healing 

Rite, 12 p.m.; Wise and Mature Lunch, undercroft, 1 p.m.—2 p.m.;  

Capital Hearings Rehearsal, church, 7 p.m.—9 p.m.;  

People Animals Love Board Meeting, conference room, 7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m., Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.; 

Capital Campaign meeting, conference room, 6:30 p.m.—8 p.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conference room, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday Farmer’s Market, 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.; Garden Guild 9:30 a.m.—12 p.m.; 

Lowell Doud Memorial, church & undercroft, 2 p.m.—4 p.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill; 11 a.m. CR1- Katherine Nordal,  T1- Mark Porter, 

Will Coley, Book- Heidi Rasciner, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Melissa Meyers 

Bell Guild: Kevin LeGrand, Larry Sturgeon 

Greeters: 11 a.m. Paul Meyer, Lori Commins, Bob Publicover 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Kevin LeGrand, (NT) Peter Laugesen, (PP) Kevin LeGrand  

 11 a.m. (OT) Josie Martin, (NT) Beth Moten, (PP) William Steward 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Jim Child, Kevin LeGrand 

 11 a.m. Susie Bruninga, Bob Colborn, Ed McCallister, John Sither 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: Coffee only, since no one has signed up to host. 

Coffee Hour: Coffee only, since no one has signed up to host. 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary associate;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


