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JOY BREAKS IN 

 

One of the great gifts of praying daily Morning Prayer at All Souls is watching the 

windows change with the light.  Tuesday through Friday, a few of us gather at 7:15 for 

Matins, reading the scriptures from the daily lectionary, praying the psalms appointed 

for the day, and asking God to be with us and to reveal himself in the world in the day 

ahead.  Often, the church’s stained glass windows compete for our attention. 

 

The St. John the Evangelist window by Tiffany, between the Main Altar and the Mary 

Chapel, comes alive in the morning.  As the light outside moves and trees sway, the 

colors dance and shine with St. John’s preaching.  The large window of Jesus over the 

Main Altar claims special attention sometimes when the sun seems to hover directly 

behind, coloring us with the image of Christ and making the angels seem as if they’re 

moving. The smaller windows in the sanctuary (“Jesus among the Scholars” and 

“Resurrection”) are almost distracting with their brightness, since they were cleaned 

earlier this year, thanks to a grant from the Marpat Foundation. 

 

The Third Sunday of Advent is a little like the light we experience through our 

windows.  Gaudete Sunday, Rose Sunday, or Refreshment Sunday—whatever name 

you prefer—breaks into our season like a burst of light, interrupting our listening, 

intruding on our waiting, and injecting a new sense of urgency.  Something is about to 

happen, and it is coming from God!  

 

Gaudete Sunday takes its name from the first word of the traditional choral introit 

appointed for this day, Gaudete in Domino semper, “Rejoice in the Lord always,” echoed 

in our Epistle Reading from Thessalonians 5:16—24. We are urged to rejoice because 

“the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” In this season of troubling news, enormous 

social and economic problems, health challenges and all the other things on our minds, 

Gaudete Sunday comes to remind us that we are created for joy, and that—no matter 

what—there is somewhere inside us all, a bit of joy waiting to break out.  Even if it’s 

hard to move out of the shadows, may we perceive the increasing light of Christ this 

season.  John Beddingfield 



AROUND THE PARISH . . . Join us for the Adult Forum at 10 a.m. as we continue 

discussing Advent with Evelyn Underhill (Morehouse Publishing, 2006). Additional 

copies of the book should be on hand, as well (and a $10 contribution for the book is 

appreciated) . . . This Sunday, December 14, is the deadline to submit names for 

Christmas Music & Flowers. Names can be submitted by filling out the insert in the 

bulletin and placing it in the offering plate or returning it to the parish office. You can 

also submit names online at http://www.allsoulsdc.org/form13834.htm . . . As of 

Thursday, December 11, we have received 111 stewardship pledges for 2015, totaling 

$427,084 . . . Attendance last Sunday, December 7, at 8:30 a.m.: 40; at 11 a.m.: 152.  

Pledge offerings for Sunday, December 7 were unavailable at the time of printing.   

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Susan Kindregan, Betty Mabon, Margie Banks 

DeYoung, Tom Bethell, Irene Butcher, Joe Priester, David Gariff, Edward Weber & 

family, Noah MacMillan, Grace Lee, Oscar Longalong, Jim Houghton, Reggie 

Harrington, Daelon Johnson, Tim & Karla Cook, Francis Sierawski, Merry Lee Mabon, 

George Smith, Rob Six, Bertha Bowie, Robert “Mitch” Mitchell, Robert Harrison, Colin 

& Lindsay Walsh, Louise Lusignan, Ralph Braun, Carmel and Fred Jordan, Lee 

Kadrich, Jim Leanderson, Jennie R., Walter G. Acham, Dotty Wallace, Terry & Ron 

Horn, Claretta Prescott, Julia Gutierrez, Vivian Addington, Tom Mabon, Susan 

Morrison, Paul Carter, Margaret Child, Joe Threadgill, Clare, Evelyn Reynolds, Chris 

Cobb, Ana Hernandez, Walter Hollis, Landis Vance, Mark Henderson, Martha 

Holdgate, & Chip Meyers, and for the repose of the souls of Bill Dinsmore and 

Margaret Houghton.  Pray also for those in Foreign Service & overseas, especially 

Chuck Hunter, Brad Moore, Michael Pate, Timothy Zlatich, & our armed forces on 

active duty.  

 

LITURGICAL NOTES . . . The flowers in the Mary Chapel are given by Elizabeth Orens to 

the glory of God and in gratitude for Joanne Spears’ ministry to the children of 

Zimbabwe, her decades of work and inspiration in Christian education, and to their 

lifelong friendship  . . . With the exception of Advent and Lent, when there are no altar 

flowers, dedications are available for the main altar, the Mary Chapel, and the 

sanctuary candle each Sunday. For more information or to request flowers, visit 

http://is.gd/AllSoulsFlowers. 

 

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS FROM PALESTINE . . .  Some time ago Joe and Embry Howell 

traveled to Bethlehem and met members of a Christian Palestinian wood carving 

cooperative, who work primarily with olive wood.  Some of these ornaments from 

Palestine may be bought in the undercroft on Sundays December 14 and 21 during 



coffee hour.  Since the craftsmen have already been reimbursed, the proceeds from 

these sales will go to All Souls. Please stop by to buy some; you will be supporting two 

good causes, All Souls and the Palestinian Christians of Bethlehem.  And your tree will 

be well-trimmed.  Embry Howell 

 

COOKIES FOR COFFEE HOUR . . . Next Sunday, December 21 (the fourth Sunday of 

Advent), please bring cookies to share at coffee hour. This could be your chance to 

share a seasonal favorite, try out a new recipe, or relieve yourself of some of the 

holiday bounty. If you don't want to bake, consider bringing some packaged cookies; 

we can use those to help stock the pantry for "Loaves and Fishes" Sundays. Please 

direct any questions to Jennifer Johnston or Daniel Callis.  

 

UPDATED NEIGHBORHOOD PARKING PASSES NEEDED . . . The current Area 3 parking 

passes expire on December 31.  Previously, if anyone had a neighborhood sticker on 

their car, they were automatically mailed a free guest pass.  No longer.  Now, one has 

to go online and request the pass at https://vpp.ddot.dc.gov/vpp/.  If you obtain a 

parking pass and don’t need it for the next few months, the parish office would be 

grateful to borrow it for our volunteers and guests.   

 

ENDOWMENT GRANT REQUESTS FOR 2015 . . . The Board and Vestry are especially eager 

to receive grant requests from organizations or efforts with which parishioners 

volunteer or have direct connections. Applications for grants from the All Souls 

Endowment Fund for 2015 are available in the parish office and online at 

http://is.gd/AllSoulsEndowment. Applications are due by January 23, 2015.  

 

EPISCOPAL MEN’S FELLOWSHIP . . . The next Men's Fellowship meeting will be next 

Thursday, December 18, in the church undercroft beginning at 7 p.m. Our own Artie 

Roach will lead us in a sing-along of some of the popular songs of the season from the 

halcyon days of our youth. We'll be serving a dinner as well, of course, for the low 

price of $15. Please RSVP in the undercroft or email Ike.brannon@gmail.com. 

 

READINGS FOR THE DAILY OFFICE . . . Readings appointed for the week, December 14 

through December 20, are listed in The Book of Common Prayer, page 938, “Week of 3 

Advent.” One can also follow in English or Spanish with the Mission of St. Clare 

http://www.missionstclare.com/english/December/whole/list.html. 
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DECEMBER 14, 2014:  THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT: GAUDETE 

Sunday 

 
 

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 a.m.;  

High Mass, 11 a.m.; Child care provided; Breakfast in the undercroft, 

following 8:30 a.m. Mass; Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.; Adult Forum: Advent 

with Evelyn Underhill, undercroft, 10 a.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 3 p.m.  

Monday D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m.; A.A. Meeting, conf. room, 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Matins, 7:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.;  

Low Mass with Healing Rite, 12 p.m.; Prayer Group, Mary Chapel, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.;  

EMF Meeting, undercroft, 6 p.m. 

Friday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; A.A. Meetings, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday  

Liturgical ministers for the Third Sunday of Advent 

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Gary O’Neill;  

11 a.m. CR1- Martha Domenico,  T1- Marcia Anderson, T2- Heidi Rasciner, 

Book- Tyler Doherty, CR2- Ed Perlman, TR- Barry Huber 

Bell Guild: Bill Miller, Cynthia Powell 

Greeters: Ben Chia, Lori Commins, Tony Domenico 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Marko Zlatich, (NT) Nancy Aherne, (PP) Kevin LeGrand;  

11 a.m. (OT) Jeff Wells, (NT) Lee Tate, (PP) Charles Briody 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m. Kevin LeGrand;  

11 a.m. Kathleen Scholl, Josie Martin, Ellie Martin, Ed McAllister 

Altar Guild: Ed Perlman 

Breakfast: TBD 

Coffee Hour: Vicky & Larry Drell 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, honorary assistant; The Rev. Cameron Soulis, 

The Rev. Elena Thompson, OPA; The Rev. Christopher Worthley, honorary assistant; Dr. R. Benjamin 

Hutchens, II, director of music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, parish administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the rector: rector@allsoulsdc.org; Sermons at johnfbeddingfield.com 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org 

To receive this by email, sign up at http://lists.allsoulsdc.org/mailman/listinfo/asc_update 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


