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THE MESSAGE: THE SILENCE OF ADVENT 
 

“Only when I understood that I had a primal need for silence was I able to begin my search for 
it —and there, deep beneath a cacophony of traffic noise and thoughts, music and machinery, 
iPhones and snow ploughs, it lay in wait for me.” Silence in the Age of Noise, Erling Kagge  
 

In a parish where I once served, we put up large 
signs saying: “Sssh… be quiet. It’s Advent.” 
Parishioners would laugh, because silence is so 
difficult to achieve during the chaos of Christmas 
preparations. But I became keenly aware that 
many took the signs seriously, making time for 
quiet moments during the day.  
 

Our Oxford and Cambridge dictionaries define 
silence as “complete absence of sound; abstaining 
from speech; complete quiet,” and solitude as 

“the situation of being alone; often by choice.” These are essential parts of the Christian life. I 
embraced them last week as I walked along a wooded trail in Bethesda. I was astonished by 
the stillness all around me—the magnificent trees, the snow-packed bushes, the gentle 
bubbling of a creek—and felt in communion with the beauty of winter. Advent walks like this 
help me find an inner bower of silence.  
 

Many have written of the spirituality of silence and solitude, especially in winter. Sara 
Maitland, a British theologian, spent a winter season in a tiny cottage on the Isle of Skye. She 
meditated, wrote profound reflections, and went on long walks. Erling Kagge, a Norwegian 
philosopher and explorer of the two Poles, gained inner wisdom from days of solo travel 
through ice and snow. And Thomas Merton, the famous Trappist monk, spent his days at a 
hermitage deep in the woods where he prayed, wrote in his journals, and fed the birds. He 
wrote: “Silence... is a fountain of life and a window into the abyss of eternity. [In silence], we 
give our brave and humble answer to life, the ‘yes’ which brings Christ into the world.”  
 

Our busy lives do not afford us the same opportunity to explore the inner world of silence that 
Merton, Maitland, and Kagge enjoyed. But these wise adventurers encourage us to pause, feed 
the birds, walk in the woods, and to find peaceful moments when we can say “yes” to the 
mystery of our own lives, and “yes” to the Christ who comes to bring us His presence, His 
peace—both alone, and together as his church. “Sssh…be quiet. It’s Advent.” How might you 
embrace the wonder, the silence, the solitude of this season?  Mother Elizabeth  

A snowy path beside the Tidal Basin 



NEW YEAR’S ADULT FORUM: PRAYING THE NAME OF JESUS . . . In anticipation of the Feast of 
the Holy Name of Jesus it is timely to explore one of the greatest gifts of the 
Orthodox Churches to Western Christians: a rich practice of praying to Jesus 
by name in radically simple ways that can both be woven into everyday living 
and used as a form of accessible contemplative prayer. Join us for a forum on 
December 31 in which Martin Smith will offer some coaching in the historic 
prayer practice. He was fortunate enough to study the Jesus Prayer with one 
of the world’s greatest scholars of Orthodox spirituality. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WOMEN’S EPIPHANY RETREAT. . . On Sunday, January 6, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., please join us 
for a quiet day at All Souls. We will meet in the Mary Chapel for worship at 9 a.m. Afterwards, 
we will spend the morning in silence, with an additional brief meditation. Opportunities for 
journaling and a simple art project will be offered. Lunch will be provided. If interested, contact 
Mother Elizabeth (eorensnoel@earthlink.net) or Linda Mahler (mahlerlindal@gmail.com). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETERS NEEDED . . . to provide a welcoming presence as coffee hour begins! A friendly smile 
and a few minutes of your time is all that is needed to make everyone feel All Souls is a 
welcoming place. Contact Debby Kelly at wynnegirl5@gmail.com or (202)290-2352. 
 

2018 LITURGICAL CALENDARS ARE NOW AVAILABLE . . . to be picked up in the new narthex.  
 

 
 
 

Join us in December as we hear from a different preacher each week! 
 

Advent 4 (Dec. 24): Mother Elizabeth  
Christmas Eve (Dec. 24) & Christmas Morning (Dec. 25): Mother Cameron 
Christmas 1 (Dec. 31): Father Martin Smith 
 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

• Wise & Mature Luncheon, December 20, Undercroft, 12:45 p.m. 
• Parish Office Closed, December 25 through January 1  
• Newcomers Welcome Gathering, January 7, Rector’s Office, 1 p.m. 
• Episcopal Men’s Fellowship, January 11, Undercroft, 6:30 p.m. 

Christmas Services:  Christmas Eve, 6 p.m. Lessons & Carols (without Mass but with Stations 
of the Crèche for Children); 11 p.m. First Mass of Christmas; Christmas Day: 10 a.m. Mass 

 

 
 
 

All Souls Grow 

HELP DECORATE FOR CHRISTMAS . . . We need a small crew of folks to help with 
greening of the church for Christmas on Saturday, December 23 beginning at 10 a.m.  
Email Greg Lebel at junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org. 
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All Souls Serve                            Season of Giving 

Sock Drive  
Our Sunday School children, in partnership with the Harry Potter Alliance, 
are collecting socks for Martha’s Outfitters, who provide clothing to 
homeless and low-income individuals. Please place warm socks of all sizes in 
the marked bin in the undercroft. 

ERD Hurricane Relief  
Donations to Episcopal Relief and Development through December 
31st are being matched. Visit https://support.episcopalrelief.org/ 
match-2017 to donate and take advantage of this great opportunity. 

Refugee Ministry 
The two families we support through our Refugee Ministry, the Haydaris 
and the Habibullahs, are in need of English tutoring, transportation 
assistance, and employment leads. To find out how you can help, visit 
www.allsoulsdc.org/message or contact Steve Merrill at 
stephenamerrill@gmail.com or Embry Howell at EHowell@urban.org. 

Clothing Donations 
As the weather gets colder, the men of Christ House are especially in 
need of shoes, sweaters, jeans, and belts. Samartian Ministry also 
appreciates donations of professional clothing for women. Please place 
donations in the marked bins in the Undercroft. 

Food & Toiletry Collections 
We are collecting food and diapers for the Haydaris, one of our refugee 
families. Place rice, beans/lentils, breakfast cereal, baking ingredients, 
spices, canned tomatoes, canned tuna, olive oil/cooking oil, and size 5 
diapers in the marked bin in the undercroft. Additionally, toiletries and 
other non-perishable food donations can be placed in a separate bin 
marked for Samaritan Ministry.  
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WE NEED YOUR PLEDGE . . . Thank you to all who have pledged so far! In  order for the Vestry 
to finalize the 2018 budget, it would be helpful to receive 2018 commitments before the end of 
the year. They may be submitted at www.allsoulsdc.org/pledge, or pick up a pledge card at the 
church entrances. Please be reminded that according to the IRS, contributions must be 
postmarked or received by December 31, 2017 to be counted for this year.  

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Ralph Braun, Margaret Child, Edward Geniti, Julia 
Gutierrez, Fred Jordan, Charlie Langford, Lucia Lloyd, Tom Mabon, Susan Morrison, David 
Parobek, Mike Pond, Don Scherzinger, Merriam Woodhouse, for those in Foreign Service, our 
armed forces on active duty, & those affected by the wildfires in California. 
 

DEDICATIONS . . . The flowers on the main altar today are given by Jonathan Nicholas to the 
glory of God and in loving memory of Evangeline Nicholas Fielder, Despina Nicholas 
Woolridge, and E. Lou Nicholas. 
 

 
 
 

Liturgical Ministers for December 17, 2017 
Acolytes: (CR1) Robert Gibbs, (T1) Heidi Rasciner, (T2) Katherine Nordal,  

(Book) Martha Domenico, (CR2) Mark Porter, (TR) Mark Hoffman 
Bell Guild: Bill Stevens, Kathy Ruffing 
Greeters: Terry Adlhock, Joe Howell 
Lectors: 8:30 (OT/Psalm/NT) Daniel Callis, (PP) Tamara Floyd; 

11 (OT) Pat Dresser, (NT) Josie Martin, (PP) Jennifer Crier Johnston 
Ushers: Debby Kelly, Tracy Self, Dick Self, Ike Brannon 
Breakfast: Loaves & Fishes 
Coffee Hour: Hilary Wilcox, Mike Craig, and Daniel Froggett 
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